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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

PERMANENT WORKING GROUP ON TUNA TRACKING 

37TH MEETING 

La Jolla, California (USA) 
20 June 2016 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 
AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Approval of the minutes of the 36th meeting  
4.  Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system TT-37-04 
5.  Other business  
6.  Recommendations for the International Review Panel   
7.  Place and date of next meeting  
8.  Adjournment  

APPENDIX 
1. List of attendees 

The 37th Meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking was held in La Jolla, California 
(USA), on 20 June 2016.   

1. Opening of the meeting  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, IATTC Director. Mr. Luis Torres of Ecuador, was 
elected as the Chair of the Working Group. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was adopted without changes.  

3. Approval of the minutes of the 36th meeting  

The minutes of the 36th meeting, circulated previously by the Secretariat, were approved. United States 
requested the correction in the name of one of its delegates on the list of attendees.  

4. Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system  

The Secretariat presented Document TT-37-04, Matters related to the Tuna Tracking and Dolphin Safe 
Certification programs.  

It was reported that between 1 September 2015 and 20 May 2016, the Secretariat received 251 copies of 
dolphin-safe certificates, for to 101 fishing trips; 249 were considered valid, and 2 were invalidated by the 
relevant authority, due to typographical errors. The certified tonnage (15,272 t) represents 4.4% of the 
total of 350,247 t recorded as dolphin-safe in the TTFs. 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/AIDCP-Dolphin-Safe-certification-system-REV-Oct2005.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/AIDCP-Dolphin-Safe-certification-system-REV-Oct2005.pdf
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It was also reported that, as of 1 September 2015 to 20 May 2016, 512 TTFs from 544 trips had been 
received, which denotes 94% compliance.  Venezuela and Guatemala commented that originals of TTFs 
were delivered by them at this meeting, improving the percentage of TTFs delivered. Several delegations 
said that the success of the program is evident and special cases reviewed at this meeting represent 
approximately 0.05% of the total of TTFs.  

Three previous cases of altered certificates were noted, which involve two Parties: the vessel’s flag State 
and the port State. Venezuela reported that these cases had been investigated and found no discrepancies 
with those reported by the observer and the vessel's records and that the possible discrepancy could be 
found in the landing of the catch, which corresponds to be investigated by the Port State who was not 
present.  They further stated for the record that from their perspective, their investigations can go no 
further and are considered concluded.   

The European Union requested to identify a way to press the governments involved in such cases to 
conclude the investigations and duly inform the Panel. 

The Secretariat reported that there was one additional case of tuna transferred between two vessels which 
was not reported by any of the observers on the two vessels involved. This is in contravention of 
paragraph 4.5 of the Tuna Tracking and Verification System. Also, tuna was transferred from a vessel 
with a DML to another without DML. 

The Working Group agreed that this case should be considered by the IATTC Committee for the Review 
of Implementation of Measures Adopted by the Commission as potential instances of  unreported and 
unregulated fishing.  Additionally, the IRP should also consider this case with respect to the transfer of 
tuna  from a vessel with DML to a vessel without a DML, as this may be in contravention of the Program. 
The Working Group also suggested that the IRP consider additional rules and guidelines to address these 
circumstances, including the possibility of prohibiting transfers under these conditions. Some delegations 
pointed out that fish transfers are not prohibited in the AIDCP, so only regulation of the activity could be 
implemented. 

The United States considered that tuna transferred under these circumstances, when caught in association 
with dolphins and transfered to a vessel without a DML, could be fraudulently labeled as dolphin safe in 
their market and in contravention to their domestic laws, because tuna caught in association with dolphins 
is not eligible for a dolphin safe label.  

5. Other business 

No other business was discussed.   

6. Recommendations for the International Review Panel  

a) To press the governments involved in cases of fraudulent TTFs from 2010-2011 to give final 
results of their investigations to the IRP, and consider the development of an additional 
mechanism for promoting the conclusion of long-pending cases.  

b)  Look deeper into the possible infraction resulting from the transfer of tuna not reported from a 
DML vessel to another without a DML, especially as it may affect the integrity and transparency 
of the tuna tracking system. The IRP should also forward the case to the IATTC Review 
Committee. 

7. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on the dates agreed for the meetings of the AIDCP 
in October 2016. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:06  on 20 June 2016. 
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Appendix. 1 

ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES  

MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

COLOMBIA 
FARYDE CARLIER* 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
faryde.carlier@cancilleria.gov.co  
LUISA MALDONADO 
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
luisa.maldonado@aunap.gov.co  

ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Programa Nacional de Observadores  
edelavega@pescalimpia.org  
DIEGO CANELOS 
Seatech International, Inc.  
dcanelos@seatechint.com  

ECUADOR 
VICTOR ALCIVAR* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
victor.alcivar@pesca.gob.ec  
LUIS TORRES 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec 

ANDRÉS JARRE 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
andres.jarre@pesca.gob.ec 
LUIGI BENINCASA AZUA 
ATUNEC/Asociación de Atuneros de Ecuador 
info@atunec.com.ec 

EL SALVADOR 
ANA GALDÁMEZ* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
ana.galdamez@mag.gob.sv 

 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA – UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
DAVID HOGAN* 
U.S. Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 
LISA BALLANCE 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
lisa.ballance@noaa.gov 
WILLIAM JACOBSON 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 

KRISTIN RUSELLO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
kristin.rusello@noaa.gov  
DANIEL STUDT  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
daniel.studt@noaa.gov 
MICHELLE ZETWO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
michelle.zetwo@noaa.gov  

GUATEMALA 
CARLOS MARÍN* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
cfmarin1058@gmail.com   

  

MÉXICO – MEXICO 
LUIS FLEISCHER* 
Embassy of Mexico 
lfleischer21@hotmail.com  
ISABEL REYES 
CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
ireyesr@conapesca.gob.mx  
JUAN PERDOMO  
CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
juan.perdomo@conapesca.gob.mx  

GUILLERMO GÓMEZ 
Alianza del Pacífico por el Atún Sustentable 
gomezhall@gmail.com 
MARK ROBERTSON 
Potomac Global Advisors 
mrobertson@potomacglobal.com 
 

NICARAGUA 
JULIO GUEVARA* 
INATUN/Industrial Atunera de Nicaragua 
juliocgp@hotmail.com  

 

PANAMÁ-PANAMA 
RAÚL DELGADO* 
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa  
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PERÚ - PERU 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS* 
Instituto del Mar del Perú  
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 
OMAR RÍOS 
Ministerio de la Producción 
orios@produce.gob.pe 

IVÁN GONZÁLEZ 
Ministerio de la Producción 
igonzalez@produce.gob.pe  
JOSÉ SALCEDO 
Instituto del Mar del Perú  
jlsalcedo@imarpe.gob.pe  

UNIÓN EUROPEA – EUROPEAN UNION  
ANGELA MARTINI* 
European Commission  
angela.martini@ec.europa.eu   

LUIS MOLLEDO 
European Commission  
luis.molledo@ec.europa.eu 

VENEZUELA 
KATHERIN INOJOSA*  
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  
inojosa.katherin@gmail.com  
ALVIN DELGADO 
FUNDATUN 
fundatunpnov@gmail.com 
JOSÉ MIGUEL JAIMES 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
oficina.fronteras@gmail.com  

OSNEIVER SANDOVAL 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
osneiversandoval@gmail.com   
JUANA TORRES 
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  
jtorresminpesca@gmail.com  
LILLO MANISCALCHI 
AVATUN/Asociación Venezolana de Armadores Atunero 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CRISTOBEL BLOCK  
Humane Society International 
kblock@hsi.org 
REBECCA REGNERY 
Humane Society International 
rregnery@hsi.org  

RAFAEL TRUJILLO  
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería  
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 
gcompean@iattc.org 
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org  
RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
MONICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 
MARTIN HALL 
mhall@iattc.org 
MILTON LÓPEZ 
mlopez@iattc.org 
JEFF MORGAN 
jmorgan@iattc.org 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
NORA ROA-WADE 
nwade@iattc.org 
MARLON ROMAN 
mroman@iattc.org 
ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 
NICHOLAS WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
SOFIA WEBBER 
swebber@iattc.org 
BRAD WILEY 
bwiley@iattc.org 
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