COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL (CIAT)
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION (IATTC)

IATTC REPORTING TEMPLATE. COMPLIANCE WITH RESOLUTION C-23-07
C-23-07 ON THE PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF SHARKS.

INSTRUCTIONS

In the area of implementation there is 3 options to respond. Please consider the following options to
respond in the selected option as following:

YES.- Where appropriate, responses should provide information on what or how measures are
implemented through laws and/or regulations (including relevant licensing conditions) and how
compliance is monitored and enforced. Please indicate the relevant dates of regulations entering into
force and hyperlinks to relevant laws and regulations where available.

NO.- Provide information to explain why the relevant obligation or recommendation has not been
implemented, including any relevant plans or timelines for future implementation and a description
of any barriers of challenges to implementation and how those might be overcome.

N/A.- Provide a rationale as to why this obligation or recommendation is not applicable.

Reporting CPC: Date:
BELIZE 14 JULY 2025

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

PAR. 3. Members and Cooperating Non-Members (“CPCs”) should establish and implement a
national plan of action for conservation and management of sharks, in accordance with the FAO
International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks

Has the CPC established a national plan of action (NPOA) for conservation and management of
sharks, in accordance with FAO International Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Management of Sharks?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES. Belizehasestablishe@ NationalPlanof Action (NPOA) for conservatiorandmanagemerf sharksjn accordancevith
FAO internationalplanof actionfor the conservatiormndmanagementf sharkson 12thMarch,2015.

If the CPC has established and NPOA for sharks, has it been fully implemented ?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES. Our NPOA for Sharkshasbeenfully implementedrom legislationcompletelybanningthe finning of sharks prohibition of
gillnetsanddriftnets,prohibitionfrom transshipmento observercoverageandreporting.For violationsto the plan,we havea
SanctiongegulationS.1. 32 of 2014thatis implemented.

PAR. 4. CPCs shall take the necessary measures to require that their fishers fully utilize all retained
catches of sharks, with the exception of those species for which a retention ban has been adopted by
the IATTC.

Has the CPC implemented measures to require fishers fully utilize all retained catch of sharks,
with the exception of those species for which a retention ban has been adopted?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.
YES. Belize hasimplementedneasureghatrequirefishersto fully utilize all retainedcatcheof sharksexceptthosethathavea
retentionban.We verify this throughour nationalobserveandinspectionprograms.

If implemented, please describe how the CPC ensures compliance with this obligation,
including monitoring or inspection efforts?



https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/6e08563b-454c-4df2-961b-0b9ffef04fcd/C-23-07_Sharks%E2%80%93consolidates-and-replaces-C-05-03,-C-16-04,-and-C-16-05.pdf
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Are all retained sharks fully utilized? Please describe the levels of compliance as estimated
from the monitoring procedures described in the previous question.

We ensurehis by havinga detailedreportingsystemwherebyfishersareexpectedo reporttheir catchef andinteractionwith
sharkson amonthlybasisandprovidetheir dischargeeports. A boundedogbookis kepton boardto recordall catchesWe have
alsoimplementedur nationalobserveprogramandinspectionprogramthatgatherinformationon sharkcatchesinteractionand

retention. As perRFMO regulation,observerareplacedat20%on LL and100%on PSvesselsWe havealsocreatedalegally
bindinafishina vessekircularreaardinathe nrohibition of sharkfinnina. Belizeis currentlvin the 1ststaaeof imnlementina

PAR. 5. CPCs shall prohibit shark finning
Does the CPC prohibit shark finning, as defined in the Resolution?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES. We haveissueda legally bindingfishing vessekircular FVC-036dated27th January2021regardingthe prohibition of the
finning of sharksandits full utilization. In fisheriesthatarenot directedat sharksyvesselbwnersandoperatorshallensurehe
releaseof anylive sharksgespeciallyjuveniles,to the extentpossible thatarecaughtincidentallyandarenot usedfor food.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this prohibition? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.

In accordancevith our FVC-0360n prohibitionof sharkfinning, Belizeensureshis measures enforcedoy humanobserver
coverageandreportingthroughour nationalobserveprogram Additionally, with theimplementatiorof EMS, we will beableto

fully monitortheactivitiesof our fleetandensurehatthroughour Sanctiongegulation fisherswho arein contraventiorwith the
FVC will besanctioned.

Have you encountered any instances of hon-compliance with this obligation? Please describe
the levels of compliance as estimated from the monitoring procedures described in the previous
question.

Nonehasbeenreportedthroughour NationalObserveProgram.

PAR 6. CPCs shall ensure that all sharks are landed with all fins naturally attached to the body. In
order to facilitate on-board storage, shark fins may be partially sliced through and folded against the
shark carcass as appropriate but shall remain naturally attached to the carcass until the first point of
landing (see Annex 2).

Has the CPC implemented measures to ensure sharks are landed with fins naturally attached
until the first point of landing?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Yes.Belizehasensuredhatthis measuras implementedhroughour observeiprogramandverificationof catcheghroughour
catchreportingsystemandverificationof landingreports.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.
Belize hasensuredhatthis measurés implementedhroughour observeprogramandverification of catcheghroughour catch

reportingsystemandverificationof landingreports Belizeis alsoin the procesf implementingeMS onits fleetto furtherensure
thatthis measuras fully implementedy its fishers.

What percentage of shark landings does the CPC estimate that they inspect or otherwise
monitor? Please describe the level of compliance observed (e.g. number or precent of sharks
were landed with their fins naturally attached during the previous year).

Belize did nothaveanyfishing vesseloperatingwithin the EPOduring2024.Thereforethereisn'tanydatato report.

PAR. 7. Until the end of 2026, notwithstanding paragraphs 6, and other provisions in this Resolution,

CPCs may take alternative measures to ensure that individual shark carcasses and their corresponding

fins can be easily identified on board the vessel at any time, using one of the following methods:

(i) each individual shark carcass and its corresponding fins are stored in the same bag, preferably
a biodegradable one

(i) each individual shark carcass is bound to the corresponding shark fins using rope or wire; or,
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(iii) the shark fins and the corresponding shark are identically, uniquely, and numerically tagged in
a manner that an authorized inspector can readily identify the matching of the shark fins to the
corresponding shark.

Does the CPC allow the utilization of the alternative measures consistent with paragraph 7 of the

Resolution?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with these alternative measures? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.

Belize hasensuredhatthis measures implementedhroughour observeprogramandverification of catcheghroughour catch
reportingsystemandverificationof landingreportsanddisseminatingur legally bindingfishing vessekircular FVC-036.Belize
is alsoin the procesof implementingEMS onits fleetto furtherensurehatthis measures fully implementedy its fishers.
Which of the three alternatives did the CPC allow during this reporting period? Describe how
many vessels utilized the allowed alternatives during this reporting period (both in terms of
absolute numbers and relative percent)?

Belizedid not haveanyfishing vesseloperatingn the EPOduring 2024. Thereforethereis no datato report.

If the CPC allows the use of alternative measures to the “fins naturally attached” (FNA)
requirement of paragraph 6 of the Resolution, please describe why implementing FNA during the
reporting period was not possible. Please also describe the anticipated timeline for
implementation of FNA, along with any barriers and challenges to implementing FNA and
possible solutions.

Belize did nothaveanyfishing vesseloperatingn the EPOduring2024.Thereforethereis no datato report.

Par. 8. Fishing vessels are prohibited from retaining on board, transshipping, landing or trading of any
fins harvested or that have been removed on board in contravention of this Resolution

Has the CPC implemented a prohibition on the retention, transshipment, landing or trade of fins
that harvested or removed in contravention of this measure?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.

Belize hasensuredhatthis measures implementedhroughour observeprogramandverification of catcheghroughour catch
reportingsystemandverificationof landingreportsanddisseminatingur legally bindingfishing vessekircular FVC-036.Belize
is alsoin the procesof implementingEMS onits fleetto furtherensurehatthis measures fully implementedy its fishers.
PAR. 10. CPCs shall prohibit vessels targeting tuna and/or swordfish from using buoy lines.

Has the CPC implemented measures to prohibit the use of buoy lines in tuna and swordfish
target fisheries?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

No. Not asyet. A legally bindingfishing vessekircularwill be createdo implementthis measureBelizedid not haveanyfishing
vesseloperatingn the EPOduring2024.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.

PAR. 11. CPCs shall require their vessels to promptly release unharmed all sharks (alive or dead) that
are not retained, the extent practicable, as soon as they are seen on the line, entangled in the net, or
brailed on the deck, taking due consideration the safety of any person on board, using the following
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procedures when seen entangled in the net, disentangle the sharks and release them into the ocean as
soon as possible sharks brailed on deck must be returned to the water as soon as possible, either
utilizing a ramp from the deck connecting to an opening on the side of the vessel, or through escape
hatches. If ramps or escape hatches are not available, the sharks must be lowered with a sling or cargo
net, using a crane or similar equipment, or as indicated in Annex 3 or any future revisions, as identified
pursuant to paragraph 12 prohibit the use of gaffs, hooks, or similar instruments for the handling of
sharks prohibit the lifting of sharks by the head, tail, gill slits, or spiracles, or by using bind wire against
or inserted through the body. Prohibit the punching of holes through the bodies of sharks (e.g., to pass
a cable through for lifting the shark) prohibit the lifting of whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) onboard the
vessel and prohibit the towing of whale sharks out of a purse-seine net, e.g., using towing ropes. leave
the shark in the water, where possible use a line cutter to cut the branchline as close to the hook as
possible, and so that less than 1 meter remains on the animal, to the extent practicable

Has the CPC implemented measures contained in paragraph 11 of the Resolution to require the
prompt release of sharks not retained?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES. Belize hasissueda FishingVesselNotice FVN-003-2022o0n BestPracticedor the safehandlingandreleaseof Sharksthat
sensitize®peratoron the safehandlingandreleaseof Sharksthatareincidentallycaught.

Does the CPC provide training or other materials to crew regarding the safe handling and release
of sharks? If “yes”, please describe.

Yes.

How many sharks does the CPC estimate were released during this reporting period? Please
segregate by gear type.

Belize did nothaveanyfishing vesseloperatingn the EPOduring2024.Thereforethereis no datato report.

PURSE SEINE VESSELS:

How does the CPC ensure compliance with paragraph 11 with respect to purse-seine vessels?
Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and
programs.

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belize doesnot haveanyPurseSeinevesselsn the EPO.

PURSE SEINE VESSELS:

Do the CPC’s Purse-seine vessels use ramps connected to an opening on the side of the vessel,
escape hatches, or a sling, or cargo net with a crane to facilitate release?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belize doesnot haveanyPurseSeinevesselsn the EPO.

PURSE SEINE VESSELS:

Does the CPC prohibit the use of gaff, hooks, or similar instruments for the handling of sharks on
purse-seine vessels?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belizedoesnot haveanyPurseSeinevesselsn the EPO.

If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this prohibition? Please include
descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs.
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Belize doesnot haveany PurseSeinevesselsn the EPO.

LONGLINE VESSELS:
How does the CPC ensure compliance with paragraph 11 with respect to longline vessels?

Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and
programs.
Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belize hasensuredhatthis measures implementedhroughour observeiprogram Belizeis alsoin the processf implementing
EMS onits fleetto furtherensurethatthis measuras fully implementeddy its fishers.

LONGLINE VESSELS:
Does the CPC require longline vessels to carry a line cutter?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.
YES.

LONGLINE VESSELS:
If “yes”, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement? Please include

descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs

Belize providesalisting of tools/equipmenthatmustbe placedon boardthe vessefor the effectivehandlingandreleaseof
non-targetedharkspeciesandthis s verified throughour Observeprogram.

PAR. 12. CPCs may elect to use the safe handling and release guidelines described in Annex 3 and as

appropriate, the tools identified in Annex 3.1 of this Resolution.
Has the CPC elected to use the safe handling and release guidelines described in Annex 3 and

the tools identified in Annex 3.1?
Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES. Belize hasissueda FishingVesselNotice FVN-003-20220n BestPracticedor the safehandlingandreleaseof Sharksthat
sensitize®peratoron the safehandlingandreleaseof Sharksthatareincidentallycaught BelizeusesAnnex| of Chapter of the

ICCAT manual.

PAR. 18. By 2027, CPCs will undertake, where possible, in cooperation with the IATTC scientific staff,

actions to:
a. identify ways to make fishing gears more selective, where appropriate, including research into

alternative measures to wire leaders;

b. improve knowledge of key biological and ecological parameters, life-history and behavioral traits,

and migration patterns of key shark species;

c. identify key shark mating, pupping, and nursery areas; and

d. improve handling practices for live sharks to maximize their post-release survival

Please describe any actions the CPC has taken to implement paragraph 18 of the Resolution.
YES. Belize hasissueda FishingVesselNotice FVN-003-20220n BestPracticedor the safehandlingandreleaseof Sharks.
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PAR. 19. The Commission shall consider appropriate assistance to developing CPCs for the
identification of shark species/groups and the collection of data on their shark catches

Does the CPC require capacity building assistance for the identification of shark species/groups
and data collection on shark catches?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

YES.

PAR. 20. Each CPC shall annually report data for catches, effort by gear type landing and trade of
sharks, by species where possible, in accordance with IATTC reporting procedures, including available
historical data, of the fisheries under the purview of the Commission

Has the CPC reported catch and effort data by gear type, landings and trade data, consistent with
paragraph 20, for fisheries under the purview of the Commission? Is reporting by species
possible? Please include a description of any barriers or challenges to any elements of these
reporting requirements.

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belize did nothaveanyfishing vesseloperatingn the EPOduring 2024.Thereis no datato report.However,all historicaldatawa:

Have you reported all relevant historical data described in paragraph 20?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.
YES.

PAR. 21. CPCs are encouraged to provide aggregated information on trade, as available
Does the CPC provide to IATTC any aggregated data regarding trade of sharks or shark products?

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.
All historicaldatawasprovidedto IATTC. Therewasno fishing vessel®peratingn the EPOduring2024.

PAR. 22. CPCs shall also provide to the IATTC, through observer programs, electronic monitoring
programs or other means, the species identification, the number and status (dead/alive) of all sharks
caught, in accordance with applicable monitoring requirements, including those caught incidentally
and/or released by purse seine vessels of all capacity classes and longline vessels.

Does the CPC provide the information described in paragraph 22 to the IATTC??

Answer YES, NO, or N/A and explain as indicated in the instructions.

Belize did nothaveanyfishing vesseloperatingn the EPOduring 2024.Therefore thereis no datato report.However,all
historicaldataweresubmittedto the IATTC.

Please send the completed form to compliance®@iattc.org
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IATTC 2025 Data Reporting

Date: 17" March 2025

Report

Resolution

Response

Management of Sharks species

C-23-07

Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO
during 2024. No data to report.
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From: Delice Pinkard <delice.pinkard@bhsfu.gov.bz>

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 1:54 PM

To: Monica Galvan <mgalvan@iattc.org>; Marisol Aguilar <maguilar@iattc.org>; Director

<director@iattc.org>

Cc: Valerie Lanza <Valerie.Lanza@bhsfu.gov.bz>; Robert Robinson <robert.robinson@bhsfu.gov.bz>;
Ernie Howe <ernie.howe@bhsfu.gov.bz>; Charles O. Coc <charles.coc@bhsfu.gov.bz>; lan Constantino

<lan.Constantino@bhsfu.gov.bz>

Subject: Reporting Requirements for IATTC - 2024

Dear IATTC,

Greetings from Belize!

Regarding the IATTC reporting requirements for 2024, please kindly find the below

report.
Reporting Resolution | Belize’s Response
requirements
Shark Conservation Measures C-05-03 Belize did not have any

fishing vessels operating in
the IATTC region in 2023.
No information to report.

Your kind acknowledgment of receipt of this email will be greatly appreciated. Thank

you.

With kindest regards,

,t.[.IK.I.H[If H SEAS FISHERIES UNIT

N}BHSF U

’\—"/

(Ms.) Delice S. Pinkard
Compliance and Enforcement Manager

+501 223 4018, +501 223 7421
delice. pinkard @bhsfu. govbz
hittps - fwww. bhsfu.gov.bz/f

Suite 501,

Belize City, Belize

Keystone Building,

304 Newtown Barradks,

This email message and theinformation contained herein are confidential to the addressee and may be
subject to professicnal privilege. Mo other person may dace any reliance on this email norits contents,
nor copy or distribute it to any other person or useits contents in anyunanthorised manner without the
express permission of the sender. If you are not the addressee. intended redpient, emplovee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the addressee or intended redpient, please delete it and notify

the sender as soon as possible.




C-05-03

Conservation of sharks
caught in association with
fisheries in the EPO

Annually by 1 May

Belize had no active fleet
operating in the Convention area
in 2022. All historical data on
shark catches have been reported
to the Secretariat.
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REF: COMPLIANCE WITH RESOLUTION C-05-03

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of Resolution C-05-03, Belize adopted on 12th March 2015
its National Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks on the
High Seas in accordance with the FAO International Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Management of Sharks.

This plan details Belize’s high seas shark fisheries, its management system both
institutional and legal structure and Belize’s management measures and strategies
for the effective management of sharks caught by Belize flagged fishing vessels.

Prior to the adoption of our NPOA-Sharks and thereafter, Belize has been proactive
in passing specific shark-friendly legislation by first protecting the whale shark in
2003 and the Nurse Shark in 2011. The wasteful practice of finning, whereby the
shark’s fins are cut off and the animal discarded — often alive has been banned in
Belize and throughout for Belize-registered high seas vessels in accordance with
our High Seas Fishing Act, 2013. We also supported the resolution prohibiting the
export of great and scalloped hammerhead products (Sphyrna spp) with the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

Belize has also issued legally binding circulars in respect to Whitetip shark
consistent with IATTC Resolution on this specie, on Silky Sharks consistent with
ICCAT Regulations and Hammerhead sharks consistent with all relevant RFMO
regulations on this specie. All CITES endangered shark species are also prohibited
from being targeted by Belize flagged vessels.

Belize has always ensured timely submissions of catch and effort data of sharks by
gear type, species and landings. The current EPO fleet targets mainly Blue Sharks.
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BELIZE
Report on the Implementation of Resolution C-05-03 and C-16-04
14 May 2018

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of Resolution C-05-03, Belize is pleased to advise that on
12" March 2015 we adopted our National Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Management of Sharks on the High Seas in accordance with the FAO International

Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks.

This plan explicitly details Belize’s high seas shark fisheries, Belize’s management
system both the institutional and legal structure and Belize’s management
measures and strategies for the effective management of sharks caught by Belize

flagged fishing vessels.

Prior to the adoption of our NPOA-Sharks, Belize has been proactive in passing
specific shark-friendly legislation by first protecting the whale shark in 2003 and
the Nurse Shark in 2011. The wasteful practice of finning, whereby the shark’s fins
are cut off and the animal discarded — often alive has been banned in Belize and
throughout for Belize-registered high seas vessels in accordance with our new
High Seas Fishing Act, 2013. Belize also proposed the finning-ban, the move to
land sharks with fins partially attached and supported the resolution prohibiting the
export of great and scalloped hammerhead products (Sphyrna spp) with the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). Belize
has also issued legally binding circulars in respect to Whitetip shark consistent
with IATTC Resolution on this specie, on Silky Sharks consistent with ICCAT



Regulations on this specie and Hammerhead sharks consistent with all relevant
RFMO regulations on this specie. All CITES endangered shark species are also

prohibited from being targeted by Belize flagged vessels.

Belize has always ensured timely submissions of catch and effort data of sharks by
gear type, species and landings. Silky sharks and blue sharks are mostly targeted
by Belize vessels operating in the IATTC area and consist of small long line
vessels of between 55-125 gt. Reports of our 2017 catches have already been

submitted to IATTC prior to its due date.



BELIZE
Report on the Implementation of Resolution C-05-03 and C-16-04
12 July 2017

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of Resolution C-05-03, Belize is pleased to advise that on
12" March 2015 we adopted our National Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Management of Sharks on the High Seas in accordance with the FAO International
Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks.

This plan explicitly details Belize’s high seas shark fisheries, Belize’s management
system both the institutional and legal structure and Belize’s management
measures and strategies for the effective management of sharks caught by Belize

flagged fishing vessels.

Prior to the adoption of our NPOA-Sharks, Belize has been proactive in passing
specific shark-friendly legislation by first protecting the whale shark in 2003 and
the Nurse Shark in 2011. The wasteful practice of finning, whereby the shark’s fins
are cut off and the animal discarded — often alive has been banned in Belize and
throughout for Belize-registered high seas vessels in accordance with our new
High Seas Fishing Act, 2013. Belize also proposed the finning-ban, the move to
land sharks with fins partially attached and supported the resolution prohibiting the
export of great and scalloped hammerhead products (Sphyrna spp) with the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). Belize
has also issued legally binding circulars in respect to Whitetip shark consistent
with IATTC Resolution on this specie, on Silky Sharks consistent with ICCAT
Regulations on this specie and Hammerhead sharks consistent with all relevant



RFMO regulations on this specie. All CITES endangered shark species are also

prohibited from being targeted by Belize flagged vessels.

Belize has always ensured timely submissions of catch and effort data of sharks by
gear type, species and landings. Silky sharks and blue sharks are mostly targeted
by Belize vessels operating in the IATTC area and consist of small long line
vessels of between 55-125 gt. Reports of our 2016 catches have already been
submitted to IATTC prior to its due date.
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	Reporting CPC: BELIZE
	Date: 14 JULY 2025
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions: YES. Belize has established a National Plan of Action (NPOA) for conservation and management of sharks, in accordance with FAO international plan of action for the conservation and management of sharks on 12th March, 2015. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_2: YES. Our NPOA for Sharks has been fully implemented from legislation completely banning the finning of sharks, prohibition of gillnets and driftnets, prohibition from transshipment  to observer coverage and reporting. For violations to the plan, we have a Sanctions regulation S.I. 32 of 2014 that is implemented.   
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_3: YES. Belize has implemented measures that require fishers to fully utilize all retained catches of sharks except those that have a retention ban. We verify this through our national observer and inspection programs. 
	Are all retained sharks fully utilized Please describe the levels of compliance as estimated from the monitoring procedures described in the previous questionRow1: We ensure this by having a detailed reporting system whereby fishers are expected to report their catches of and interaction with sharks on a monthly basis and provide their discharge reports. A bounded logbook is kept on board to record all catches. We have also implemented our national observer program and inspection program that gather information on shark catches, interaction and retention. As per RFMO regulation, observers are placed at 20% on LL and 100% on PS vessels. We have also created a legally binding fishing vessel circular regarding the prohibition of shark finning. Belize is currently in the 1st stage of implementing Electronic Monitoring in its vessels. The project is envisaged to be fully implemented within the next 3 years.  
	If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with this prohibition Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1: In accordance with our FVC-036 on prohibition of shark finning, Belize ensures this measure is enforced by human observer coverage and reporting through our national observer program. Additionally, with the implementation of EMS, we will be able to fully monitor the activities of our fleet and ensure that through our Sanctions regulation, fishers who are in contravention with the FVC will be sanctioned. 
	Have you encountered any instances of noncompliance with this obligation Please describe the levels of compliance as estimated from the monitoring procedures described in the previous questionRow1: None has been reported through our National Observer Program. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_5: Yes. Belize has ensured that this measure is implemented through our observer program and verification of catches through our catch reporting system and verification of landing reports. 
	If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1: Belize has ensured that this measure is implemented through our observer program and verification of catches through our catch reporting system and verification of landing reports. Belize is also in the process of implementing EMS on its fleet to further ensure that this measure is fully implemented by its fishers. 
	What percentage of shark landings does the CPC estimate that they inspect or otherwise monitor Please describe the level of compliance observed eg number or precent of sharks were landed with their fins naturally attached during the previous yearRow1: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating within the EPO during 2024. Therefore, there isn't any data to report. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_6: YES. 
	If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with these alternative measures Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1: Belize has ensured that this measure is implemented through our observer program and verification of catches through our catch reporting system and verification of landing reports and disseminating our legally binding fishing vessel circular FVC-036. Belize is also in the process of implementing EMS on its fleet to further ensure that this measure is fully implemented by its fishers. 
	Which of the three alternatives did the CPC allow during this reporting period Describe how many vessels utilized the allowed alternatives during this reporting period both in terms of absolute numbers and relative percentRow1: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. Therefore, there is no data to report. 
	If the CPC allows the use of alternative measures to the fins naturally attached FNA requirement of paragraph 6 of the Resolution please describe why implementing FNA during the reporting period was not possible Please also describe the anticipated timeline for implementation of FNA along with any barriers and challenges to implementing FNA and possible solutionsRow1: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. Therefore, there is no data to report. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_7: YES. 
	If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1_2: Belize has ensured that this measure is implemented through our observer program and verification of catches through our catch reporting system and verification of landing reports and disseminating our legally binding fishing vessel circular FVC-036. Belize is also in the process of implementing EMS on its fleet to further ensure that this measure is fully implemented by its fishers. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_8: No. Not as yet. A legally binding fishing vessel circular will be created to implement this measure. Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. 
	If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1_3: 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_9: YES. Belize has issued a Fishing Vessel Notice FVN-003-2022 on Best Practices for the safe handling and release of Sharks that sensitizes operators on the safe handling and release of Sharks that are incidentally caught. 
	Does the CPC provide training or other materials to crew regarding the safe handling and release of sharks If yes please describeRow1: Yes. 
	How many sharks does the CPC estimate were released during this reporting period Please segregate by gear typeRow1: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. Therefore, there is no data to report. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_10: Belize does not have any Purse Seine vessels in the EPO. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_11: Belize does not have any Purse Seine vessels in the EPO. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_12: Belize does not have any Purse Seine vessels in the EPO. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_13: Belize has ensured that this measure is implemented through our observer program. Belize is also in the process of implementing EMS on its fleet to further ensure that this measure is fully implemented by its fishers. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_14: YES. 
	LONGLINE VESSELS If yes how does the CPC ensure compliance with this requirement Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programsRow1: Belize provides a listing of tools/equipment that must be placed on board the vessel for the effective handling and release of non-targeted shark species and this is verified through our Observer program. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_15: YES. Belize has issued a Fishing Vessel Notice FVN-003-2022 on Best Practices for the safe handling and release of Sharks that sensitizes operators on the safe handling and release of Sharks that are incidentally caught. Belize uses Annex I of Chapter 4 of the ICCAT manual.
	Please describe any actions the CPC has taken to implement paragraph 18 of the ResolutionRow1: YES. Belize has issued a Fishing Vessel Notice FVN-003-2022 on Best Practices for the safe handling and release of Sharks.
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_16: YES. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_17: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. There is no data to report. However, all historical data was submitted. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_18: YES. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_19: All historical data was provided to IATTC. There was no fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_20: Belize did not have any fishing vessels operating in the EPO during 2024. Therefore, there is no data to report. However, all historical data were submitted to the IATTC. 
	Answer YES NO or NA and explain as indicated in the instructions_4: YES. We have issued a legally binding fishing vessel circular FVC-036 dated 27th January 2021 regarding the prohibition of the finning of sharks and its full utilization. In fisheries that are not directed at sharks, vessel owners and operators shall ensure the release of any live sharks, especially juveniles, to the extent possible, that are caught incidentally and are not used for food.   
	If implemented, please describe how the CPC ensures compliance with this obligation, including monitoring or inspection efforts?: 
	If yes, how does the CPC ensure compliance with this prohibition? Please include descriptions of relevant monitoring and enforcement mechanisms and programs: Belize does not have any Purse Seine vessels in the EPO. 
	Please describe any actions the CPC has taken to implement paragraph 18 of the ResolutionRow2: 


