INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION
103> MEETING

Panama City, Panama

1-5 September 2025

PROPOSAL IATTC-103 L-1

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION

RESOLUTION C-1925-08-XX

RESOLUTION ON SCIENTIFIC OBSERVERS FOR LONGLINE VESSELS

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in Bibae—SpainPanama City, Panama
on the occasion of its 103" 94“-Meeting;

Recognizing the need to collect scientific information on target species as well as comprehensive data on
interactions with non-target species, in particular, sea turtles, sharks and seabirds;

Noting the need to ensure uniform and equitable treatment of all tuna-fishing vessels operating in the
Convention Area;

Noting that all large purse-seine vessels operating in the Convention Area are required to carry scientific
observers aboard, in accordance with the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program,
and that the Commission has recommended the extension of observer coverage to smaller purse-seine
vessels on a voluntary basis;

Acknowledging that some CPCs’ shipowners of purse-seine vessels smaller than Class 6 make economic
efforts to provide information on their activities, carrying observers aboard, in support of scientific research
and thus Mindful of the need to ensure a level playing field among all tuna-fishing vessels operating in the
Convention Area;

and

Taking into account all recommendations of the staff, the SAC, for 2023 in Document SAC-14-16, and the
Working Group on Bycatch at their meetings in 2019 and the considerations of the CPCs; Z&line—ints

Agrees that:

1. Each Member and Cooperating non-Member (CPC) shall ensure that active longline vessels greater
than 20 meters length overall carry human observers, in accordance with the following timeline of
observation coverage:

1% January 2026 7%

1* January 2027 9%




1 January 2028 11%
1% January 2029 13%

1% January 2030 15%

+2.For the purposes of this Resolutlon the unrts to measure observation coverage are number of sets or

number of hooks deployed of fishina®

or-heoeks-deployed.

3. Following the planned 2027 review of Resolution C 24-09, the Commission shall review this resolution
at its 2028 annual meeting and consider - on the basis of CPC experiences with the use of EM in IATTC
fisheries - the feasibility of allowing for EM to be used as a partial substitute or a complement for
human observers to fulfil certain IATTC observer coverage requirements.

4.

4. The mam task of the smentrﬁc observers and/or EMS shall be to record= e

: : aten—the catches of targeted il‘=|m-s-len=spe01es
species composition, size dlstrrbutlon of the catches and any available biological information, as well
as any interactions with nontarget species such as sea turtles, seabirds and sharks_including their
condition when captured and released and, when appropriate and relevant for scientific purposes, to

monitor the application of mitigation measures agreed by the Commission in a timely and accurate
manner.

2.5. At the latest by the 30" of May, each CPC shall update the list of its vessels by specifically indicating

which vessels are active and the percentage of observers aboard, in addition to inactive and/or sunk
and/or decommissioned vessels.=

o

Each CPC shall endeavour erdease+to ensure that observer coverage is representative of the activities
of'its fleet, including in terms of gear configuration, target species and fishing areas.

4

5-7.CPCs shall:

8.

a. Ensure that the minimum level of coverage is met;

b. Take all necessary measures to ensure that observers are able to carry out their duties in a competent
and safe manner;

c. Endeavor to ensure that observers alternate vessels between their assignments;

d. Ensure that the vessel on which an observer is placed provide suitable food and lodging during the
observer's deployment at the same level as the officers, where possible. Vessel masters shall ensure
that all necessary cooperation is extended to observers in order for them to carry out their duties
safely, including providing access, as required, to the retained catch, and catch which is intended
to be discarded.

Scientific observers shall submit to their flag CPC authorities a report on these observations at the latest

30 days after the end of each fishing trip.

9. Every year, CPCs shall submit to the Scientific Advisory Committee, through the Director, by 31

March, the scientific observers’ information on the previous vyear's fishery in a format established by
the Committee.




10. The Director, in cooperation with the scientific staff and the Scientific Advisory Committee, shall
review the existing reporting format detailing the required data to be collected directly by scientific
observers and shall communicate it to the Commission at the latest by the 31 of December 2026.




Template for annual summary reports on fleet information and observer data for longline vess
operating in the EPO

{adopted by the 10™ Meeting of the IATTC Scientific Advisory Committee, May 2019)

CPC | Name

FLEET INFORMATION (vessels >20 m LOA)
Shallow sets

Both set types combined

{<15 HPB/HBF* or <100 m max hook depth) (215 HF
period covered Date range Date range

DD-MMM-YY — DD-MMM-YY DD-MMM-YY — DD-MMM-YY DD

—— from (}(?()(]"W to [K}:X}““.":' :am:l from {X}I-:X]"W to (XXX)"W rand fror

from (XX)°S/N to (XX]°S/N from (XX)°S/N to (XX]°S/N fr

Total Fleet | Observed i Total Fleet | Observed e Total Fle

observed observed

No. of vessels that fished
Mo. of trips
No. of effective days fishing
No. of sets

No. of hooks (in thousands)
{If unknown, approx. no. of hooks/set, using a *)

Predominant? hook type/size (IATTC code)
Predominant bait type?

! Hooks per basket / Hooks between floats
2 ‘predominant’ means most commaon, i.e., >50%
¥ Bait codes: 5Q — squid; F — fishes (e.g. Scomber spp.); A — artificial lure (e.g. plastic jig)

Page3-ofl4



NON-RETAINED SPECIES [vessels »20 m LOA)

No. of individuals observed

Shallow sets

D

Both set types combined (<15 HPB/HBE! or <100m max hook depth) | (215 HPB/HBF or
Released Released R
RCHES Species Alive Dead p— Alive Dead Ereii Alive L
code unknown unknown
DKE | Leatherback (Dermochelys coriaceal)
TTL |Loggerhead (Caretta caretta)
TUG |Green (Chelonia mydas)
LKV | Qlive ridley {Lepidochelys olivacea)

Add rows for additional species as required

Sharks and rays

FaL | Silky (Carcharhinus falciformis)

OCS | Oceanic whitetip (Carcharhinus longimanus)
BSH |Blue shark (Prionace glauca)

SMA | Shortfin mako (isurus oxyrinchus)

SPL | Scalloped hammerhead [Sphyma lewini)
SPZ  |Smooth hammerhead (Sphyrna zygaena)
SPK | Great hammerhead (Sphyrna mokarran)
RMEBE |Giant manta ray (Manta birostris)

Add rows for additional species as required

Marine mammals

FAW |False killer whale {Pseudorca crassidens)
DRR  |Risso's dolphin (Grampus griseus)
S5GF | Guadalupe fur seal (Arctocephalus townsendi)
Add rows for additional species as required
Seabirds
DOS | Antipodean albatross (Diomedea antipodensis)
DPK |Waved albatross (Phoebastria irrorata)
DIZ |Laysan albatross [Phoebastria immutabilis)
DAQ | Short-tailed albatross (Phoebastria albatrus)
Add rows for additional species as required
Billfishes
MLS | Striped marlin (Kajikio audax)
55p Shortbill spearfish | Tetrapturus angustirostris)
BUM | Blue marlin (Makaira nigricans)

Add rows for additional species as required
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LONGLINE GEAR FORM

|5

VESSEL: SAMPLENo:_ _ OBSERVER:
Registration Length| Fuel capacity Number of crew
Company name Width| Fuel used ‘Water capacity
Captain Name Draft Type of fuel S

Departure date/time

method

Distance deck]|
to water

Tvpe (fibra-
mother ship)

If the vessel is a “fibra’,
| name of mother ship |

Arrival date/time

‘Well capacity|

Number of fibras

Departure port

Main motor

Navigation and fishing equipment:

Arrival port Aux. motor
e S lest ] [ . | Distance btwn. | Max. hooks on | Number of Number of
Characteristics Quantity | Material * | Diameter | Length | Color k) | hights | Faho hans]
Ve
Mainline V
U 2 / Mainline weights: Mainline retrieval
BHE e ﬁ Yes( ) No( ) By hand ( )
r . W //// Manual crank ( )
e et / 4 Dropline connection to mainline: Hydraulic crank ( )
Lower gangion % Knots ( ) Snaps( ) Other ()
S . Vo / Fishing gear diagram
Floatline / dropline % ////// 2
/. 7
Buoy G
n 7
s Z20
Flox 7
Type : J-straight/ . .. | Manufac- Ring Other |Observations
SIS (J/C) S J-curved S turer S (Yes / No) | details
Hook @
Hook B
Hook ©

* Use numbers from code tables

F2s v2: 02/2012



LONGLINE SET FORM

VESSEL: SAMPLE No: OBSERVER:
SET RETRIEVAL 2 Hook. Hook. Hook. : o
Set number Number of B = Type of bait L
Start End Start End hooks in the () total
LAT ARy brpe: Bait 1
+ Date 4 LON Total no. of hooks in set: Bait 2
TIME No. of hooks lost: Bait 3
Target Set Yes Retrieval direction Sea surf. | No. hooks | Avg. hook | Bottom longline?
Fishery Special? |:| Start to end D temp. | btwn. floats depth Yes No
Patrolled? |:| End to start |:| |:| |:|
Observations:
SET RETRIEVAL - Hook. Hook. Hook. oy
Set number i l Number of @ B S e ik ik Yo of
Start End Start End hooks in the () : total
LAT 3ty type: Bait 1
4 Date 4 LON Total no. of hooks in set: Bait 2
TIME No. of hooks lost: Bait 3
Target Set Yes Retrieval direction Sea surf. | No. hooks | Avg. hook | Bottom longline?
Fishery Special? |:| Start to end |:| temp. | btwn. floats depth Yes No
Patrolled? |:| End to start |:| |:| |:|
Oblservations:
SET l RETRIEVAL z Hook. Hook. Hook. %% of
Set number i i Number of : T f bait ?
Start End Start End hooks in the B © Lt total
LAT ALY e Bait 1
L Date . LON Total no. of hooks in set: Bait 2
TIME No. of hooks lost: Bait 3
Target Set Yes Retrieval direction Sea surf. | No. hooks | Avg. hook | Bottom longline?
Fishery Special? I:l Start to end l:l temp. btwn. floats depth Yes No
Patrolled? |:| End to start |:| |:| |:|

Observations:

Fisvl: 02/2012



CATCH FORM F4
VESSEL: SAMPLE No: OBSERVER:

‘ LENGTHS (cm) Male sharks
5 i Hook | Dispo-| Sex ey
Set : : Number| Hook : o | Weight IDS- c| g
No. Time Species name camphit @ B© lnca*nou snlon M=1 (kg) POL-FL-| PCL- Dﬁ'_ CL : & Observations
F=2 TL-CCL| DL e | €m | T | E
CCW L (x

TL: TOTAL LENGTH COL: CURYED
CARASLE

GGV CURVED
CRRAPACE

5 POL PESTECULAR LEHOTH P R i [ TL: TATAL LENTH
R 45 gl i, | POL: PRECAUDAL LENGTH ——
i e = S ol o o /l_____:-_ m{[ﬂlnsmenmnsn
F - = 25 S ) i e 7 -""'E ST
. e — R - gkt -‘— iy s

pw: |/
Sl T L h] -
Rl i ""E N o o WOTH

» o

|
* Use mumbers from code tables E

oy i LENGTH ‘ Fds v1: 02/2012




TURTLE FORM ES
(Record turtle sightings only for hawksbill, loggerhead and leatherback turtles)

VESSEL: SAMPLE No: OBSERVER:
D T Set e - ccr! ccw? Tail Haok Color of the
numhber B (cm) (cm) LTC (cm) EI B© nearest float or buoy™
Position: Latitude Longitude
Condition =( ) Entanglement *( ) Hooking *( ) Disposition™( ) Observations:

Turtle location in relation to the fishing gear Hook location and turtle entanglement

‘ Existing tag 1:
Surface fishery
/] - )

B ®

! Existing tag 2:

New tag 1:

New tag 2:

l\j ‘ Bottom fishery

WENTRAL VIEW SHELL

vy

'CCL: Curved carapace length “CCW: Curved carapace width

* Use nmumbers from code tables F5sv1: 02/2012




BIRD FORM

[0

VESSEL: SAMPLE No: OBSERVER:
Position Age Sex |Caught| ook | Cond- |, .. . Ao o | Dispo-
,'E.zt Date | Time Species name Latitude | Longitad Immature=] | M=1 | in set IEI B®© irion l\lu:g. : I\l.u:g. “ | sition ‘]22{?0 Observations
et atitude | Longituce | Aquit=2 | F=2 | Yes/No 2 * &

* Use mumbers from code tables

Fos v1: 07/2014




