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AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION C-12-06

RULES OF PROCEDURE REGARDING CAPACITY LOANS OR
CONCESSIONS AND CHARTERING OF VESSELS WITH
TEMPORARY TRANSFERS OF CAPACITY

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Access to fisheries is one of the most important rights possessed by CPCs. In accordance with the Antigua
Convention and the relevant provisions of international law, the IATTC has consistently recognized this right.

It has been recognized that participation in fisheries takes place at various times and in various forms. One such
form relates to the right to aspire to the development of fisheries and to enjoy the rights established by regional
fisheries management organizations, such as the IATTC.

Resolution C-12-06 was drafted to standardize procedures and ensure stability in access rights derived from
including purse-seine vessels in the Regional Register where loaning capacity does not sever the right of the
conceding CPC, to the extent that, upon its own declaration, the concession or loan must be returned to it.. However,
these procedures failed to address the statistical impact of participation resulting from the power to authorize the
entry of fishing vessels in relation to catch history alone. This proposal aims to safeguard the integrity of this right
by including a paragraph that, with prior agreement between the loaning and borrowing CPCs, establishes which
CPC is responsible for recording catches made under a capacity loan agreement. This allows for the creation of a
historical record of catches attributable to the lending or conceding CPC.

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on the
occasion of its 83rd Meeting:

Recalling the conclusions and recommendations of the Permanent Working Group on Fleet Capacity;

Acknowledging that capacity loans are intended to allow vessels to enter the IATTC Regional Register and
represent a collaborative step between CPCs to enable the development of the fishery of the loaning or

conceding CPC;
Agrees:

To adopt the following rules of procedure regarding capacity loans or concessions and chartering of
vessels with temporary transfers of capacity.

CAPACITY LOANS OR CONCESSIONS

1. A vessel that uses loaned or conceded capacity may be added to the IATTC Regional Vessel Register,
using a specified amount of capacity, expressed in cubic meters of well volume, that the loaning or
conceding Member or Cooperating non-Member (“CPC”) has available. The vessel must fly the flag
of the receiving CPC.




2. Both CPCs involved shall agree that the vessel may be removed from the Regional Register at any time
at the request of either one of them, by means of a written communication to the Director. If the vessel
is removed from the Regional Register, the capacity that it utilizes shall revert to the loaning or
conceding CPC, and shall be used again by that CPC only, unless the loaning CPC notifies the Director
otherwise. The receiving CPC shall have no right to the capacity utilized by the vessel if it is removed
from the Regional Register.

3. Ifthe vessel changes flag during the period of the loan or concession, it shall be automatically removed
from the Regional Register, and the capacity shall revert to the loaning or conceding CPC. If there is
agreement on a change of flag for the vessel to a third CPC, the loaning CPC and the third CPC shall
follow the process of changing flag in accordance with the established procedures .

4. Thereceiving CPC, as the flag government of the vessel, shall be legally responsible for all the activities
of the vessel associated with compliance with the rules, recommendations, and resolutions of the
Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP) and the IATTC.

5. The arrangement for the loan or concession of capacity, in order to be valid and effective, shall be
notified in writing to the Director by the competent authorities of both CPCs, jointly or consecutively.
The Director shall report this arrangement in the monthly capacity reports, and it shall be noted in
the Regional Register as part of the information associated with the vessel.

6. Both CPCs involved shall provide the Director with a copy of the documentation for the capacity loan
or concession, which he shall keep confidential, unless both CPCs decide otherwise.

VESSEL CHARTERS WITH TEMPORARY CAPACITY TRANSFERS

7.In the case of vessel charters with temporary transfers of capacity, and in order for the corresponding
flag change to be reflected in the Regional Register, the Director must receive a copy of the agreement
for the temporary transfer of capacity, together with documentation showing that the CPC granting the
charter (“chartering CPC”) has suspended the vessel’s flag or authorized the registration of the vessel
under another flag, and that the receiving CPC (“charterer CPC”) has granted or authorized the vessel
to utilize, its flag. Once this information is received, the corresponding change will be made in the
Regional Register.

8. All this documentation shall be kept confidential by the Director, unless both CPCs involved decide
otherwise.

9. The charterer CPC, as the vessel’s flag government, shall be legally responsible for all matters related
to the activities of the vessel associated with compliance with the rules, recommendations, and
resolutions of the IATTC and the AIDCP, from the time when the flag changes from the chartering
CPC to the charterer CPC.

10. The Director must receive confirmation from both CPCs that, if the vessel is removed from the
Regional Register, its capacity shall revert to the chartering CPC and may be used only by that CPC,
unless both CPCs notify the Director otherwise. The charterer CPC shall not have any rights regarding
the capacity of the vessel if it is removed from the Regional Register.

11. When the charter agreement terminates, the vessel with temporary transfer of capacity shall return to
the chartering CPC, unless the chartering CPC informs the Director otherwise.

COMMON RULES FOR CATCH RECORDS WITH OR WITHOUT CHARTERING, WHEN
THERE IS A CAPACITY LOAN OR CONCESSION

12. Unless otherwise agreed upon by the parties, catches derived from loaned or conceded capacity,
whether with or without chartering, shall be recorded statistically by the IATTC as attributable to the
loaning or conceding CPC for historical record purposes and participation in the fishery only.

13. When a capacity loan occurs for the partial activation of a vessel's wells, the percentage of wells
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activated with the loan or concession shall be recorded in favor of the loaning or conceding CPC for
each resource caught.

5= For these purposes, catch data confirmed by the IATTC staff in accordance with the rules set forth in
Resolution C-03-05 on data provision shall be considered valid.
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