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• Difficult, given the IATTC has not adopted a prescriptive list of ray species, 

but a list of sharks was adopted by the Commission in 2024.
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• 18 shark species adopted in 2024 

in Resolution C-24-05



SAC Recommendation for Rays

• In 2024, the SAC made a similar recommendation for rays:

6.1(b) “Recommends that the IATTC staff develop a draft list of ray and 

mobulid species under the purview of the IATTC for consideration by the 

EBWG and the SAC.”



Ray interaction data

• Similar to the process to develop the list of shark species

• IATTC staff collated data documenting interactions with ray species for the 

following EPO pelagic fisheries:
• Large-scale longline (‘industrial)

• Purse seine (Class 6) – NOA, OBJ, DEL

• Purse seine (Class 1–5) – NOA, OBJ

• Small-scale coastal multispecies longline/gillnet



Ray interaction data

• 17 species identified to interact with IATTC fisheries
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Developing a draft list of species

• 17 ‘impacted’ species classified by:
▪ Ecological traits (horizontal and vertical distribution, endemism)

▪ Active IATTC Resolution(s)

▪ Included in lists for IATTC catch reporting or considered a migratory species (UNCLOS; Annex 1)
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Potential species lists

Includes many neritic and/or demersal species rarely caught by tuna fleets 
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Potential species lists

Excludes species with existing monitoring requirements or possibly considered by UNCLOS as “highly migratory”



Comparisons with existing lists

• UNCLOS Annex 1 in Preamble of 
Antigua Convention

• Unlike sharks, no ray species included
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Comparisons with existing lists

• IATTC Director’s Memo

• IATTC LL updated data 
provision (SAC-16 INF-O)

• Includes “Dasyatis spp.” 
mainly for pelagic stingray



Potential species lists

• However, the two additional species (Dasyatis brevis and Hypanus longus) are neritic and demersal species
• Included only due to IATTC reporting of Dasyatid species (mainly to include pelagic stingray)
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• But we must consider Article IV. Application of the Precautionary Approach 
▪ 2. “…The absence of adequate scientific information shall not be used as a reason for postponing or 

failing to take conservation and management measures.”

• Given no single organization responsible for rays in the EPO, the staff 

suggests the Commission note the ecological and conservation importance 

of the remaining 10 impacted species and be willing to cooperate in 

conservation efforts initiated by relevant organizations, if there is a clear 

role for IATTC to play.   



Preguntas – Questions?


