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Resolution C-23-07

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION

101*MEETING

Yietaria, B.C Cannda
T-11 Augest 2023

RESOLUTION C-23-07'

CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION AND
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF SHARKS

The Inter«American Tropeea! Tina Compeission (TATTC), gathered tn Vicwodn, B.C, Canada, at the nccasion
of its 101" mecting:

12, The [ATTC scientific staff, in collaboration with e IATTC SAC and EBWG, shall develop and
recommend to the Commission & set of best handling puidelines for the safe release of sharks for
mclushon in this messne in 2024, In the menntime, CPCs may eliea o, o8 appropriote, use the safe
handling snd release guidelines for purse seine vessels described in Annex 5.

COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL

101* REUNION

Victoria, B.C., Canadd
T7-11 de agosto de 2023

RESOLUCION C-23-07"

MEDIDAS DE CONSERVACION PARA LA PROTECCION Y
ORDENACION SOSTENIBLE DE LOS TIBURONES

La Comision Interamericanu del Aniy Victorie, B.C., Canada en la ocasion de

su 101" Reuni;
2. El personul cientifico de s CTAT, en colaboraciin ¢om el CCA de la CTAT y el GTECT, desarmal
recomendard o b Comision un conjunte de mejores dirsctnoes de mampulaadn pam e hiberacidn
sepura de tburunes pur su inclusion en esin medidy en 2024, Maenirus tanto, bos CPC pueden oplur
por ubilizar, segin procedu, lus directnices de mampulacon v liberacion sepgunss desentus ¢n el Anexo
i

‘the IATTC scientific staff, in collaboration with the IATTC SAC and EBWG, shall
develop and recommend to the Commission a set of best handling guidelines for

the safe release of sharks for inclusion in this measure in 2024’




Background: Memo 0473-410

COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL (CIAT)
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION (IATTC)

MEMORANDUM

26 September 2023
Ref.: 0473-410

T Comumssioners and Heads of Delegation
| VT TR
£ Bolivia, Clale, Honduras. xtldspéia, iheria
A
[ \ /

From:  Amulfo Franco, Direcior y
&

Re:  Guidelines for best handling 1l release practices (BHRP)

A As yon may recall, e Permanent Working Growp on Ecosvstem and Bycarch (EBWG at its
first mesting and the Scienific Advisory Commines (SAC) ar its 14th meeting (IATTC-101-
03}, both recognized the need to develop best handling mud release practice (BHRP) puidelines
for vulnerable bycatch species (seabirds. sea nutles, mamne wsnnals, shacks o s,

Accordingly. the S5AC endorsad the EBWG recommendation thar CPCs and other relevant
stakeholders suppodt the IATTC staff w oo swvey o gatler details of noatonal efforrs o
proevams that can elp elucidate post-release swvival mates of vilnerable species captired in
the various fisheries inder the purview of the IATTC,

B, Inaccordance with the above. all CPCs are invired to;

Proporcionar directrices y/o reglamentos
existentes sobre las mejores practicas de
manejo y liberacion
Proporcionar datos

Identificar y designar a los expertos en la
materia que podrian colaborar en la elaboracion
de las directrices antes mencionadas para cada
taxon y pesqueria




Draft Shark BHRP Guideline Development Process

COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL (CIAT)
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION (IATTC)

MEMORANDUM

26 September 2023
Ref: 0473-410

Responses to Memo 0473-410

¢(Canada, Columbia, Chile, Ecuador, EU, French Polynesia, Peru, US)

To: Commmissioners and Heads of Delezation
;

\ <

[ Bolivia, Chile. Hondias, lpLﬁ:p’egiu),:'hﬂin
L | /

4

From:  Armmulfo Franco, Director ';(;\

Review conducted (Responses, national

Re:  Guidelines foo best hm:d!iug&i\h release practices (BHEP)
BHRPs, available data, literature, reports)

A As you may recall, the Permanent Workmg Group on Ecosystem and Byeatch (EBWG) atats
first meeting and the Scientific Advisory Conmmittee (SAC) af its 14th meeting (IATTC-100-
037, both recognized the need 10 develop best hiandling and release pracrice (BHEP) guidelines
for vulnerable bycarch species (seabirds. sea mitles, marine mamimals. sharks md mys),

Accordingly. the SAC endorsed the EBWG recommendanion dar CPCs and other 1elevant
siakeholders support the LATTC saff in A survey to garher details of national effors or
programs that can help elucidate post-release survival rates of vulnerable species captored i
the varimts fishenes under the purview of the TATTC.

B, Inaccordance with the above, all CPCs are mvited o:




Phase 3 (EB-02-03): Development & Adoption of BHRP by Taxa

Ph Activiti 2023 2024 2025 2026
ase ctivities ai[az2[a3]aa[ai[az[a3[aa] ai | @2 [a3]aa| a1 [az][a3]aa
Identification of subject matter experts (SME) for each Shark
taxa & formation of SME groups

3) Adoption of BHRP under

Consultation with SME groups for BHRP development Shark | [
current state of knowledge

Commission Meeting: Adoption of interim BHRPs for each
. Shark
taxa and fishery

ID & Formation of SME Consultation & EBWG -> SAC->

groups guideline development Commission




Draft Shark BHRP Guideline Development Process

¢(Canada, Columbia, Chile, Ecuador, EU, French
Polynesia, Peru, US)

lResponses to Memo 0473-410

lReview conducted

Shark BHRP draft sent to SMEs
¢(Canada, ECU, EU, US, Japan, French Polynesia)

SAC-15-11 Draft/proposed BHRP for
sharks captured in IATTC fisheries

EBWG Review -> SAC Review ->
Commission

Draft guidelines are the result of
a thorough review &
consultation process

Data driven -> recommendations
have measurable impacts on
survival

Draft BHRP guidelines provided

by fishery (purse seine, longline,
gillnet) in Annex 1 (SAC-15-11)




Draft BHRP Guidelines




Resolution C-23-07

BYUATOH AND RELEASE

Ik CPCs shall

Lo All sharks (alive or dead) that arc not retsined must be prompily released unharmed, 1o the extent
practicable. as soon as they are seen on the line. entungled in the net or brailed on the deck. teking due
nsideration of the safety of any persons using the following procedures:

Far purse seine vessels:

2. when seen emtungled in the net, disentangle the sharks and reledse them into the oceun us soon a3

possible,

b.  sharks brailed on deck must be returned 1o the water as soon as possible, erther utilizing u ramp
from the deck comneeting o an openmng om the side of the vessel, or through escope haiches 1F
ramps or escape hatches are not available, the sharks must be lowened with a gling or cargo net,
usmge a erane or simular equipment, or s indicated 1 Annex 3 or any future revisions, as identified
pursuant o paragraph 12,
prohibit the use of gaffs. hooks, or similar msinmments for the hnndﬁng of shirks,

d. prohihit the lifting of sharks by the head. til, il slits, or spirscles, ar by using hind wirs dgainst
ot inserted through the body. Prohibir the punching of holes through the bodies of sharks (€. w
pass o citble through for lifting the shark).

g prohibit the lifting of whale sharks (Ritncodon ) onboand the vessel and prohibir the towing
of whitle shudks out of o purse-seing nel ¢.g.. using WOWIng ropes.

o

For lomgline vessels:
f. lewve the shurk o the waler, where possible,
B usealine cutter to cut the branchline as close to the hook as possible, and so that less than | meter
remaing on the wnimal, o the extent pracucable.

12, The IATTC scientific staff, i collaboration with the IATTC SAC and EBWG, shall develop and
recommend to the Commission o sel of best handiing gudelines for the safe refesse of sharks for
inclusion in this measure in 2024, In the meantime, CPCs may elect o, as appropriate, use the safe
handling and release goidelnes for purse seine vessels described in Annex 3.

~ Todos los tiburones (vivos o muertos) que no sean retenidos deben ser liberndos con prontitud e ilesos
al pmdo factible, lan pronte sean observados 20 la lned enreduodos en la red o sulabardos en la cubierto,
tenwndo  debidomente en cuenta Ta segundoad  de  cuslguier  personn wsendo  los siguientes

redimientos:
Para los bagues comg

a  Cusndo senn avistados enredados en ln red, desenredar los tiburones ¥ liberarlos al agua lo més
promto posible:

b, Los oburmnes salabardeados en cubterta deberan ser liherados al agua lo mas pronto posible, va
sea ulifizando unn rampa desde la cublerta conectada 0 una aperiiira en cl costada del bique, oa
traves de escotillas de escape. 51 no hay rampas o escotillas dispanibles, se deben bagar los
tburones en un cabestrillo o una red de carga, usando una gnis o equipo similar, o como se indica
en ¢l Anexo 3 o fulures revisiones, como se dispone en el pamafo |2,

e Prohibirel uso de garfios, ganchos, o mstromentos sunilares para manipular los bburones.
d. Prohibis levantar Jos tiharones por lo cabeza, cola, hendiduras branguiabes, o espiriculos, o
mediante el uso de alambre alrededor o & través def coerpe. Prohibir perforar el cuerpo del nburdn
(por gpemplo, para pasar un cable para levantar ol thurdn),
e Prohibir subir uberones ballena a boedo del bugue v prolibir remolear tibwrones ballena
{Rhincodon mypuy ) pam sucarlos de una red de cereo, usando sogas de remolque, por gemplo,
Para les boques palangreros:
£ Dejar al uburén en el apua, siempre que sea posible.
g Utilizsr un conador de linea pam conar la brazolada bo mas cenea posible del anzuelo y de forma
que guede menos de | meero de linea en el animal, en ln madida de 1o posible.
12. El personal cientifice de la CIAT, en colaboracion con'el CCA de lo CLIAT v el GTEC], desarrollam v
recomendard a fn Comisién un conjumo de mejores directrices de manipulacién para la liberacidn
segura de tburones para su mclusion en esta medida en 2024, Mientrus tanto, los CPC paeden optar

por uilizer, segin proceda, les diresrices die manipulacion y liberacion sepuras descritas en el Anexo
=}

CLAT ™7



Purse Seine: Literature & Data Review (SAC-15-11 Table 1)

e 8 studies

* Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean
(WCPO & EPO), Eastern Atlantic
Ocean

e Survivorship is compromised
once confined in the sack

e Survivorship is lowest when
sharks are sorted on lower decks

TABLE 1. Shark post reledco survival studies corductod in purso seing fisharas [medifiad from ER-01-01_Revl Table 2ol Rogions: 10 - Indian Ocean, WOPD =
‘Wastarn Contral Pacific Dooan, EPO - Eastorn Pacific Ocoan, EAD = Eastormn Atlantic Ocoan. Flags: FRM=-France, Us - Unitod States, ECUY - Ecuador, EL -

Ewropean Uhian, Species:

AL = Sillky chark (Carcharfvinos folciformis), SPL = Scallopod hammarhead chark [Sohemno lewind, AHN = whala shark (Fhincodon

Ipias], 0% = Deeande whitetip shark [T feagimans ), BRD = Bydatdh Redicton Devics, BHRP = Best Handllng apd Roleazss Practices.

BADS

321 shaeds,

Releaze practices: maraal
refease

Total mprtality = 31% Mortality

Used satefite 1ags [0 assass sundval rates in
sharks that were sntangled ard sharks that wers
brocght oa board via the beail. Mortafity was

by fishing stage: Entangled in the Poissan et al senifoantly: higher for shachs tht were,

LH FRN FAL 46 aety, 3 BRDS used i study: ST ) 5 remnever] fromm the loveel well decks than thoss

' et = 18% moriality, landed wia 2014

trips, 31 tags  Hopps fucalling = B5% mortality that wera sorted and remieved from the hopper

[on working: deck]. # also showed high PRS for

entangled  animal and  emphasized e

wnpartance of best handiing practices.

Used both blood chemstry aad satellite tags to

Tatal marmality = 4% Wartaling alidtate fare for mortalty predicion by relexs

Release practices: maranal bey flshing stage: released while condition and lnding stage, Found a kige

135 shiaiks, releaze s swimining = 0% anartalitg, proportksn uf sharks are broughs onboad iy e

Ilsets, 1 tip, entangled I et = JLES last- el bralls [Po%). Stody sko shobed fo

WOPO LS AL 6 tags, BT BROs used in study wmartality, sharks on top of the st relatlorship between set ure (tonnage) and
Lakesid Hoppet saek JI.&, first 3 hrads = B335 ihon £ shark mortality rated, Inellzzting Injurkes that lzd

chamising mariality, -sharks: from  laier s moskality nocuered once they'd hesn confinsd

krails ar bottom of sack - 83.3%
wrrkality.

in thie tack, To reduce mortality, suvoidance or
resneving sharks from the netwhile ey are il
Tree syimmung wil [ most effective




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine

@ Pre-set (drifting FAD)

« Recommendations are specific to fishing stage,
vessel configuration, BRDs

e Tools:

Bycatch sorting/releasing devices for
working/main deck (e.g., hopper with a door,

ramp)
Stretcher/cradle




@) Brailing

Purse seine stages

A 'l_‘l\_ r

@ Catch goes into wells
(bycatch removed)




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine (Entangled sharks)

Drop the net to the deck and allow the crew to safely cut the net away
from the animal.

*  Maneuver the animal into a stretcher/cradle or ramp immediately and
release it on the opposite side of the vessel.

*  Use a stretcher or cradle to ensure the safety of the crew and the animal

Do not:

*  Roll sharks and or any bycatch species with mandatory release
requirements through the power block.

*  Leave sharks on deck. Ensure that they are released immediately.

Adopted language 11(a): when seen entangled in the
net, disentangle the sharks and release them into the
ocean as soon as possible.

12
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Shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine (Brailed sharks)

Adopted language 11(b): sharks brailed on deck must be returned to the
water as soon as possible, either utilizing a ramp from the deck
connecting to an opening on the side of the vessel, or through escape
hatches. If ramps or escape hatches are not available, the sharks must be
lowered with a sling or cargo net, using a crane or similar equipment, or
as indicated in Annex 3 or any future revisions, as identified pursuant to
paragraph 12.

13




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine (Brailed sharks)

Do:

For sharks that are on top of the sack:

*  When sharks are visible on top of the sack, the vessel should conduct a
‘skimming scoop’ to move as many sharks as possible from the sack to
the sea (if possible) or the main deck for immediate release.

When brailing sharks on board:

»  Utilize bycatch sorting devices (e.g., hoppers) to ensure sharks are sorted
on the main deck and do not go down the loading hatch.

* Maneuver sharks into a stretcher/cradle or ramp immediately and
release it on the opposite side of the vessel.

* Vessels should install a bycatch/waste chute on the lower decks to
facilitate faster and safer release of sharks that were not sorted on the

A -

) *t}w A

main/working deck. . a g -:-‘w _\‘;

.

14



Shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine (Brailed sharks)

Do:
For sharks that are on top of the sack:

. When sharks are visible on top of the sack, the vessel should conduct a ‘skimming scoop’ to move as
many sharks as possible from the sack to the sea (if possible) or the main deck for immediate
release.

When brailing sharks on board:

. Utilize bycatch sorting devices (e.g., hoppers) to ensure sharks are sorted on the main deck and do
not go down the loading hatch.

. Maneuver sharks into a stretcher/cradle or ramp immediately and release it on the opposite side of
the vessel.

. Vessels should install a bycatch/waste chute on the lower decks to facilitate faster and safer release
of sharks that were not sorted on the main/working deck.

. Use a stretcher/cradle or ramp to ensure the safety of the crew and the animal.

Do not:

. Leave sharks on deck. Ensure that they are released immediately.

. Use gaffs, hooks, or similar instruments to punch holes or drag sharks.

. No shark may be lifted by the head, tail, gill slits, or spiracles, or by using bind wire against or

inserted through the body, and no holes may be punched through the bodies of sharks (e.g., to pass
a cable through for lifting the shark).

15




Whale shark BHRP Guidelines: Purse Seine

Leave whale sharks in the water for release.

. Prioritize release of whale sharks prior to brailing.

° If the whale shark is at the side of the vessel and its head pointed towards
the stern of the boat, a crewmember can cut a few meters of net in front of
the shark’s mouth to release it.

° If the head of the whale shark is pointed towards the bow of the boat, the
crew in charge of the net hauling operation can maneuver the winch and
the capstan to bring the whale shark close to the hull, then stand the

animal on the net and to roll it outside the bunt.

° A rope placed under the animal and attached to the float line could help to
roll the whale shark out of the net.
Do not:

. Land or bring a whale shark on board the purse seine vessel regardless of
size.
. Pull or tow a whale shark by the tail.

16
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BHRP Requirements (Resolution C-23-07): Longline

11. All sharks (alive or dead) that are not
retained must be promptly released
unharmed, to the extent practicable, as
soon as they are seen on the line,
entangled in the net or brailed on the deck,
taking due consideration of the safety of

any persons using the following procedures:

For longline vessels:

f. leave the shark in the water, where
possible.

g. use a line cutter to cut the branchline as
close to the hook as possible, and so that
less than 1 meter remains on the animal, to
the extent practicable.

11. Todos los tiburones (vivos o muertos)
gue no sean retenidos deben ser liberados
con prontitud e ilesos, al grado factible, tan
pronto sean observados en la linea
enredados en la red o salabardos en |la
cubierta, teniendo debidamente en cuenta
la seguridad de cualquier persona usando
los siguientes procedimientos:

Para los buques palangreros:

f. Dejar al tiburdn en el agua, siempre que
sea posible.

g. Utilizar un cortador de linea para cortar
la brazolada lo mas cerca posible del
anzuelo y de forma que quede menos de 1
metro de linea en el animal, en la medida
de lo posible.

CIAT

TATTC



Longline: Literature & Data Review (SAC-15-11 Table 2)

18

10 studies

Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean (WCPO &
EPO), Western Atlantic Ocean

Survivorship is compromised if
brought on board

Survivorship is compromised when
released with trailing gear

TABRE 2. Shack pont redease savival stuthes condocted i commercial ongline fheres (modified from EEU101 Table 2d). Fegons: NEA « Roethwest Atleal
sy, B9« Eaxtern Pacic Ocedn, 10 « Indiim O, AS = Aiberica
shark, SIA « shiortiln enabe shack, POR « parbeags shark. FAL «

pOS, IO = Contral Dadific OCna

Species a1 listed by 3-alpha FAD coo
sy shuatk, OCS = oceank whitutlp diang BTH « bigeye thiashar shirk. Notes coetain th
esdenated PHS rates snd mflientist EB3eton in esch stody, Whese possitiie we uted the dats reported 10 20.days (tag deghoyment permd] wiich should comgiriu
0% of mortalities that Jre directy dus 1o the Sishery interac bon in pelade shaks IMusy! Jodd Girnan 2018)

LR TN

Koy Concliisians

AN yurvivien 3harks sdvlded recovery beliogks for 210 74

Svnmiitish A0 ey rete e A0 ety ahiar b st ) e 3 9% of lnjured
ST SRR VI

Ganads, 71 Noubd e  dock|OTSe hooks, eannang wt x| OF PR hocked died, ©
NWA . S10 & ik o - v LR aturiated chacmt mortabty Ror sharks
I T ¥ s TR % 0 e i aling (couneet withi 3141 o
i ook typa (chide Dol v [ hooks] Inthosimial wn as
v Confinon
L » e
T o anged Troem 15 T o il
““uwlmﬁw AT, AV COnged Troes 15 T A%, POR anit SRR Thall highes
Canarta, 71 e A% PO crle L3N Chtans etk ertalty thao DA, FRM Cate of sl ihtew species dhfhermt with
NWA e, 4s WA N h“‘““m" ) ks, Taaide HOMS mt:.w corditinn at 1wk, (5H & (0N tageid o heck, saese SAMA
(S ol et [ 1) W0 Voo e Tiircn (i Alrabead Tor taging oot
. e 1
WON PRDOVEL ragoned for SMA
on n 1835
o I Wt weee 017 105N 010 00-0.30) for B5M and
Falae 13 ot Wt Tuang, trcbe Aooky O QL0035 Sr TAL B7% of MOl tfes ol i
Ve e = howled oo deck senfine bt o vyl o , vt of Tolbusn' MRS ¢i8s whe 388! (4%
Posilic | oY G tapging wllemis  mateid a0 ke (1« 15 & 114 03-,2) for basttvy ¥
Poas vl 1OL Tepossd

353 Mandum samede, avmas Lrogght ontould 1or tagghg
serre wioe gattnd Anieaced with tralking ge




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Longline

-

« Recommendations are by vessel
freeboard

FREEBOARD

* Freeboard = the distance between
the waterline and the main deck of a
ship and the waterline to the rail of a
small boat.

Deck

19




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Longline > 2m freeboard

e Slow the vessel to bring the shark in

e Leave sharks in the water for gear removal.

e Use long handled de-hookers if attempting to
remove hooks.

e Use long handled line cutters to cut the line as close
to the hook (or mouth) as possible, leaving no more
than 1 meter of gear attached and ensuring that
weights are removed.

Tools:

e Long-handled de-hooker

e Long-handled line cutter

20



Shark BHRP Guidelines: Longline < 2m freeboard

Do:

®  Slow the vessel to bring the sharks in.

® Leave sharks in the water and remove gear.

e If animals are brought on board for gear removal use a dip net or lasso to help lift them
onboard.

e If animals are brought on board for gear removal use a stretcher or cradle to improve

safety of the crew and to reduce injury to the animal.

e If animals are brought on board for gear removal, sharks should be maneuvered using
manual restraint of the pectoral fins and the caudal peduncle (this may require two crew
members depending on the size of the animal).

e Return the animals to the sea as quickly as possible .

ols:
Dipnet
Short handled de-hooker
Pliers
Line cutter
Long-handled de-hooker
Long-handled line cutter
Stretcher/cradle

g




Shark BHRP Guidelines: Longline (all vessels)

Do not:

e Use draglines or drag sharks behind the vessel until

the hook rips free of the jaw.

Use gaffs for lifting or maneuvering sharks.

e Lift and drop sharks from the vessel height to rip the
hook from the shark’s jaw.

e Lift sharks onto the deck without the use of a dipnet

and or second point of attachment to support the

weight of the animal.

Lift or maneuver sharks by the gill slits, or spiracles.

Attempt to remove a hook if it is not visible.

e Cutinto the jaw for removal of the hook.

22




Annex 2. Example Specifications for select Recommended Tools

Long-handled line cutter

The minimum design standards are as follows:

1. A protected cutting blade. The cutting blade must be
curved, recessed, contained in a holder, or otherwise
afforded some protection to minimize direct contact of
the cutting surface with animals or users of the cutting
blade.

2. Cutting blade edge. The blade must be capable of
cutting 2.0-2.1 mm monofilament line and nylon or
polypropylene multi-strand material commonly known
as braided mainline or tarred mainline.

3. An extended reach holder for the cutting blade. The
line clipper must have an extended reach handle or
pole of at least 6 ft (1.82 m).

4. Secure fastener. The cutting blade must be securely
fastened to the extended reach handle or pole to
ensure effective deployment and use.

23




Tool Recommendations

T

/CIAT 0\
\JATTC

—_—




Next steps: Development of training/outreach materials

ID & Formation of SME Consultation & guideline EBWG -> SAC-> Commission oeionl
groups development

. e 2025 2026 2027 2028
Phase Activities @ (G as
Sharks
4) Development Seabird
of BHRP training Rays
materials Sea turtles
Marine Mammals

* Infographics

* Training materials (powerpoints, videos,
handouts)

* Participate in / co-organize training workshops

* Produce placards/posters for vessels
25




Preguntas — Questions?




Resolution C-23-07

BYUCATUH AND RELEASE

1 CPCs shall prohibe vessels targeting tuma andsor swordlish from wsang beoy bnes

1. All sharks (alive or desd) that are not retmined must be prompily released unharmed, 1o the extent
practicable, as soon as they sre seen on the line. eotungled in the net or brailed on the deck. taking due
consideration of the satety of any persons using the following procedures:

Far purse seine vessels:

4. when seen entangled in the net, disentangle the sharks and reledse them into the ocean as soon a8

possible,

b.  sharks bruiled on deck must be returned to the water as soon as possible, either wtilizing o ramp
from the deck conmecting o an opeming om the sude of the vessel, or through eseope hatches 1F
ramps or escape hatches are not avadlable, the sharks must be lowered with 4 sling or cargo net,
usimE i crane or dmiar equipment, or as indicated 1n Annex 3 or any fulure revisions, as identified
plersisant o paragtaph 12,
prohibit the use of galfy, hooks, or similar instruments for the handling of shurks,

d.  prohibat the lifting of sharks by the head. il gl shits, or spirscles, or by using bind wire aganst
of inzerted tirough the body. Prohibit the punching of holes through the bodies of sharks (eg. o
pass & cuble through for lifting the shark).

g prohibit the Tifting of whale sharks (Ritncadon tennsh onboand the vessel and prohibit the twwing
ol while shurks out of o purse-seing nel e.g.. wsing (OWInG ropes,

n

For loagline viessels:
f.  lesve the shark m the water, where possible.
B use a line cutter 1o cut the branchline as close to the hook #s possible, and so that less than | meter
remains o the wnimal, 1o the extent practicable.

12, The IATTC scientific staff, in collaboration with the TATTC SAC and EBWG, shall develop and
recommend to the Commission o set of best handling guidelines for the safe refease of sharks for

inclusion in this measure in 2024, In the meantime. CPCs mav eleet to; as appropriate, use the safe
handling and release guidelines for purse seine vessels deseribed in Annex 3.
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Voluntary Guidelines on live sharks Safe handling and release practices specific o purse-seine
fisheries:

When enforcing the provisions of thes measure in the purse seine fishenes:

Bear in mind thit the primary aim of release processes s to ensure the highest level of survival of
shairks.

Whenever possible, prompt and effective action will be taken to retum the shark 10 the sea, provided
there = mo risk 10 crew safety,

If, for any reason, one or more shark mdividuals bare unmtennonally or unavoidably retomed and it has
nol been possible loodently them previously or remove them from the wells, moke a note of this
incident in the records of interaction with non-larget species, stating when the individual or individuals
were identified, and surrender them to the port suthority. Keep in mind that any attempt to trade these
species constiiuies & serious violation.

Endeavor to release them in the shortest possible time. Recommended practice i3 1o remove the shark
from the bratler, hopper or chute by taking 1t by the caudal peduncle to place 12 on deck. This should be
done manually whenever pessible.

when seen entangled in the net, disentangle sharks and release them o the ocean gs soon as possible,
Sharks brailed on deck must be retumaed 1o the waler as soon as possible, either utilizing o mmp from
the deck eonnecting to an opeming on the side of the vessel, or through escape haiches, If ramps or
escape hatches are notsvailable, the sharks must be fowered with a sting or cargo net, using a crane or
similar equipment, or as indicated in Annex 3 or any future revisions as identified pursuant to paragraph
12.

T is prohabited o hold the shark by 11s head, tal, gall slits or sprraeles:

1t is prohibited 1o vse bind wire against or inserted through the body, and no boles may be punched
throwgh the bodies of shorks (e.g., to poass a cable through for lifting the shark),

Avoid lftng them up in the net toward the power block,

D not eul the tail or any other bady pant

Do not cut or punch holes in the shark.

Do not hit or kick a shark.

Do not insert hundy inta the gill shis.

Do not expose the shask to the sun for extended periods.

Prohibitions contained in 5, 8). 9), 10) and | 1), are allowed as appropriate, exclusively under urgent
circumstances due W force mjeure when safely of the crew is compromised. Crew members shall
endeavar o uvoid harands in the safe handbng snd release operations for sharks. Any such eventy shall
be recorded and reporied 1o the comresponding flag state.



INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION

90" MEETING

Lo Jolla, Californin (UISA)
27 dune-1 July 2006

RESOLUTION C-16-05 |

RESOLUTION ON THE MANAGEMENT OF SHARK SPECIES

CPCs shall require purse-scine vessels flying their flag to follow safe release requirements for all
shurks, except those retained aboard the vessel. Any shark (whether alive or dead) cought in the Con-
wvention Arca that is not refamed most be promptly released unbermed. to the extent practicable, as
s00n as it is seen in the net or on the deck, without compromising the safety of any persons, [f & shark
is alive when caught and is not retained, the shiark muost be released by using the following proce-
dures, or equally effectve means:

a.

Sharks must be released o of the net by directly releasing them from the beailer into the ocean.
Sharks that cennot be refeased without compromising the safety of persens or the sharks before
being landed on deck must be retumed fo the water a5 soon as possible, either wilizing a ramp
from the deck connecting o an epening on the side of the vessel, or through escape hatches. I
ramps or escope hatches are not available, the sharks must be lewered with o sling or cargo net,
using a crane or similar equipment, 1f available.

The vse of gafls, hooks, or similar insruments is prohibited for the handling of sharks, No shark
may be hited by the head, tul. pill slits, or spracles, or by wsing bind wire againg or mserted
through the body, and no holes may be punched through the bodies of sharks (g2, (0 puss a cable
through for lifting the shark),

Mo whale shark (Rfencodon frpus) may be towed out of o pursc-seine nel, eg., using towing
ropes,

CPCs shall prohibil longline vessels fiving their flag and trpeting tuna or swordfish in the Conven-
tion Aren from using “ahark lines” (individual lines anached 1o the floatling or to the floats directly,
and  used to target sharks: Figore 1L
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CONMISSION
TWELFTH REGULAR SESSION
Bali, Indonesia
3-8 December 2015

GUIDELINES FOR THE SATE RELEASE OF ENCIRCLED WHALE SHARKS'

General principles

Safety of the crew is a paramount consideration,

Whean releasing encircled whale sharks. the stress the animal receives shounld be
minimized ro the exrent possible.

The following possible release methods should be used as general guidelines.

The effectiveness of the following poessible release metheds has not been fully evaluated.
Further selemtific research is necessary i order to investigate survival after the release by
various release methods. Therefore, CCMs are encouraged 1o conduct analysis oo
methods nzed by their purse seine vessels. In addivion, several agencies have initiated .a
program of satellite tag deployments by experienced observers to assess survival of
encircles animals associated with various ralease techniques.

The appropriate release method shiould be chosen in a fexible manner depending on the
circumstances and condition of the particular purse seine set, e.g. the size and orientation
of the epcireled animal, amount of fish in the purse seine set, weather conditions and
brailing operation style.

As noted in the TOCO Summary Repart, Para 318 the PNA raquiras thar when a whale shark i
encounterad in a purse seine net in PNA waters the net roll must be immediately stopped and the
whale shark released.

Tn the WCPFC Convention Area the following actions are not recommended when releasing
encircled whale shacks (see WCPFC-5CLH-2015EB-WP-03 Rav. 1)

Vertically lifting sharks by tail

Pulling sharks by a loop heolked around its gill or holes bored into a fin
Craffing

Leaving attached any towing ropes

Brailing whale sharks larger than 2 meters

Brailing whale sharks onto the deck =



