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Introduction and motivation

Introduccion y motivacion

e FAD-09-02: 78% of deployed FADs tracked by IATTC observers are
potentially unrecovered (only 22% were recorded to be recovered)

e FAD-10-02 (buoy data included): a substantial number of buoys
regularly drift outside FAD fishing grounds, some stranding in the EPO
and beyond

e |ATTC staff actions “to prevent loss or stranding” of FADs:

e Repeated recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group on
FADs (FADWG; doc. FAD-07-05)

e Further endorsed by the SAC (e.g., IATTC-101-03):

“3. On stranding FADs

3.1. Consider alternative mechanisms to continue monitoring buoys that are leaving the convention
area or the fishing grounds and that are susceptible for deactivation, taking into account the
implications with regard [to] the limits on active FADs per vessel.

3.2. To the extent possible, provide data to the Secretariat on the entire trajectory of FADs, even
when transiting outside the convention area or the fishing grounds, monitored through new FAD
marking systems, the FAD’s buoy or other systems.

3.3. Consider putting in place a set of best practices for optimizing FAD retrieval.

3.4. Promote FAD recovery programs, both from the land and from the sea, and establish standards
to ensure the effectiveness of these programs.

3.5. Create awareness of FAD strandings and encourage the expansion of the in-country data

collection efforts on FAD strandings in the EPO to harmonize with SPC-WCPFC efforts in the WCPO.

e FAD-09-02: 78% de los DCP desplegados y rastreados por

observadores de la CIAT podrian no haber sido recuperados (solo 22%
registrados como recuperados)

e FAD-10-02 (con datos de boyas): un no. sustancial de boyas abandona

regularmente areas de pesca de DCP, algunas varandose en el OPO y
mas alla

e Acciones del staff “previniendo pérdida o varamientos” de DCP:

e Reiteradas recomendaciones al Grupo de Trabajo Ad Hoc sobre
plantados (FADWG; doc. FAD-07-05)

e Posteriormente apoyadas por el CCA (ej., IATTC-101-03):

“3. Sobre los DCP varados

3.1. Considerar mecanismos alternativos para continuar el seguimiento de las boyas que salen del drea
de la Convencidn o de los caladeros y que son susceptibles de desactivacion, teniendo en cuenta las
implicaciones con respecto a los limites de DCP activos por buque.

3.2. En la medida de lo posible, proporcionar datos a la Secretaria sobre la trayectoria completa de los
DCP, incluso cuando transiten fuera de la zona del Convenio o de los caladeros, monitoreados a través de
nuevos sistemas de marcado de DCP, la boya del DCP u otros sistemas.

3.3. Considerar la posibilidad de establecer un conjunto de buenas prdcticas para optimizar la
recuperacion de los DCP.

3.4. Promover programas de recuperacion de DCP, tanto desde tierra como desde el mar, y establecer
normas para garantizar la eficacia de dichos programas.

3.6. Develop solutions to process/recycle FAD materials in ports.”

3.5. Sensibilizar sobre los varamientos de DCP y fomentar la ampliacion de los esfuerzos de recopilacion
de datos a nivel nacional sobre los varamientos de DCP en el EPO para armonizarlos con los esfuerzos de

la SPCWCPFC en el WCPO.

3.6. Desarrollar soluciones para procesar o reciclar los materiales de los DCP en los puertos.”




Review: A FAD recovery program and CPC outreach

Resumen: Un programa de recuperacion de la FAD y difusion a las CPC

IATTC FAD management measures:

= A gradual transition into fully bio-FADs by 2031, to reduce the
amount of synthetic debris (C-23-04)

=  CPCs were encouraged to initiate FAD recovery programs (C-
23-03)

CPCs were invited to participate in an IATTC regional data collection
program on FAD strandings

=  Memorandum Ref: 0008-410 (08 January 2024)

=  Follow-up Memorandum Ref: 0373-410 (16 July 2024)

Objectives of memorandum aimed at:

= facilitating a better understanding of the extent of
environmental impacts of drifting or stranded FADs both in the
EPO, and in the WCPO, when crossing over to that area;

=  contributing to improved management advice on FADs;

=  foster Pacific-wide research (as recommended by SAC [IATTC-
101-03, rec 5.1]), by harmonizing IATTC’s efforts with those
established by WCPFC’s data collection program (see FAD-07
INF-A)

IATTC FAD management measures:
=  Transicion gradual a FAD totalmente biodegradables al 2031,
para reducir cantidad de desechos marinos sintéticos (C-23-04)

= Se animd alas CPC a iniciar programas de recuperacion de FAD
(C-23-03)

Se invitd a las CPC a participar en un programa regional de la CIAT de
recogida de datos sobre varamientos de FAD

=  Memordndum Ref.: 0008-410 (08 enero 2024)

= Memo de seguimiento Ref.: 0373-410 (16 julio 2024)

Objetivos del memorandum:

= facilitar mejor comprension del alcance de las repercusiones
medioambientales de FAD a la deriva o varados tanto en el OPO,
como al cruzar al WCPO;

= contribuir al mejor asesoramiento sobre manejo de FAD;

= fomentar investigacion en todo el Pacifico (tal y como
recomienda el CCA [IATTC-101-03, rec. 5.1]), armonizando las
iniciativas de la CIAT con las establecidas por el programa de
recogida de datos de la WCPFC (ver doc. FAD-07 INF-A)




Review: Responses to Memorandums

Resumen: Respuestas a los Memorandums

e 6 CPCs and TUNACONS responded: e 6 CPCy TUNACONS respondid:
= El Salvador, =  El Salvador,
=  Peru, =  Perdy,
= USA, = USA,
=  France-OT, ®=  Francia-TU,
= Colombia, =  Colombia,
= Canada (as an observer) = Canada (en calidad de observador)

=  TUNACONS (Ecuador) =  TUNACONS (Ecuador)




Review: Meeting with interested CPCs

Resumen: Reunidn con las CPC interesadas

In December 2024, an informal meeting was held virtually to discuss
the development of a regional data collection program for FAD
strandings in the EPO

The meeting gathered staff from the IATTC, SPC, and interested CPCs

Objective

* explore the feasibility and logistics of launching voluntary
regional programs to document and reduce FAD strandings,
building on existing efforts in the WCPO

Results

* Four potential steps needed to initiate regional programs were
identified.

En diciembre de 2024, se celebrd una reunion informal virtual para
discutir el desarrollo de un programa regional de recogida de datos
sobre varamientos de FAD en el OPO

La reunion reunio al personal de la CIAT, la SPCy CPC interesadas

Objetivo
* Explorar la viabilidad y la logistica de lanzar programas regionales

voluntarios para documentar y reducir los varamientos de FAD,
basandose en los esfuerzos existentes en el WCPO

Resultados

* Cuatro pasos potenciales necesarios para iniciar programas
regionales fueron identificados.




Review: Proposed steps to initiate a regional data collection program

Resumen: Pasos propuestos para iniciar un programa regional de recogida de datos

Four general steps:

Step 1 — Create awareness
=  Explain why stranded FADs matter

=  Provide clear guidance on what to do when one is found

Step 2 - Build local partnerships
=  Work with NGOs and existing marine debris initiatives

= Integrate FAD strandings into ongoing surveys where possible

Step 3 — Train fisheries officers
= Use standardized materials, forms, and database guidance
=  Emphasize why data are needed and how they are used

= Officers act as the link between communities and authorities

Step 4 — Maintain communication
=  Regular follow-up with officers

=  Repeat training as staff change

Cuatro pasos generales:

e  Paso 1: Crear conciencia
=  Explicar por qué son importantes los DCP varados

=  Proporcionar orientacion clara sobre qué hacer cuando son
encontrados

e  Paso 2: Crear alianzas locales
=  Trabajar con ONG e iniciativas existentes sobre desechos marinos

=  Integrar los DCP varados en los programas de monitoreo en curso
siempre que sea posible

e  Paso 3: Capacitacion de funcionarios de pesca
= Utilizar materiales, formularios y bases de datos estandarizados
=  Remarcar la necesidad de los datos y en como se utilizan

=  Los funcionarios actian como enlace entre las comunidades y las
autoridades

e  Paso 4: mantener la comunicacion
=  Realizar un seguimiento periddico con los funcionarios

=  Repetir la formaciéon cuando haya cambios de personal




Updates: 103 IATTC Meeting. Adoption Resolution C-25-07 (September 2025)

Actualizaciones: 1032 Reunion de la CIAT. Adopcion de |la Resolucion C-25-07 (Septiembre 2025)

Initiate recovery programs (paragraph 5; reiteration of C-23-03)

e To assist FAD recovery efforts (paragraph 7)

=  buoys signal active (position only) when drifting south of 10°S
and west of 100°W

e Report all associated information on FAD recovery activities to the
IATTC Secretariat (paragraph 6)

= Information analyzed only for scientific purposes, complying
with IATTC rules of confidentiality

=  Analysis conducted on a year-by-year basis

=  Findings reported to the Ad Hoc Permanent Working Group on
FADs and the SAC

e Data collection
=  Entering data directly into the IATTC/SPC Recovery database, or

=  Completing and submitting the FAD sighting form from
Appendix 3 of FAD-09-INF-A

Iniciar programas de recuperacion (parrafo 5, reiteracion de C-23-03)
e Para apoyar esfuerzos en recuperacion de FAD (parrafo 7)

=  Mantener activa la sefial de la boya (Udnicamente la posicion)
cuando deriven al sur de la 10°S y al oeste de la 100°W

e Comunicar toda la informacion relacionada con las actividades de
recuperacion de FAD a la Secretaria de la CIAT (parrafo 6)

= Informacién analizada exclusivamente con fines cientificos, de
conformidad con las normas de confidencialidad de CIAT

=  Andlisis realizado afio por ano

=  Resultados comunicados al Grupo de Trabajo Permanente Ad
Hoc sobre plantadosy al CCA

¢ Recoleccion de los datos

= Ingresando los datos directamente en la base de datos de
recuperacién de la CIAT/SPC, o

= Rellenando y enviando el formulario de avistamiento de FAD
contenido en el apéndice 3 del documento FAD-09-INF-A




Update: Actions taken after the adoption of Resolution C-25-07

Actualizaciones: Acciones emprendidas siguiendo a la adopcion de la Resolucion C-25-07

A 2" informal virtual Meeting was held in March 2026

e Objective 1:

= reviewing and clarifying data fields in the FAD sighting and
recovery form (paragraph 6)

e Objective 2:

= aligning data entry procedures with the IATTC/SPC regional
database to ensure consistency and comparability across
reporting CPCs

e Meeting inputs contributed to creation of a 4" version of the FAD
sighting and recovery form, which
=  explicitly identifies data collection context, distinguishing

community programs, recovery programs, and surveys,
reflecting the different program types, in para 5

=  covers biodegradability, allowing recording of natural or
synthetic origin of materials

Una 22 Reunidn informal virtual se realizé en Marzo 2026

Objetivo 1:

=  revisary aclarar los campos de datos del formulario de
avistamiento y recuperaciéon de plantados (parrafo 6)

Objetivo 2:

= armonizar los procedimientos de introduccién de datos con la
base de datos regional de la CIAT/SPC para garantizar coherencia
y comparabilidad entre las CPC que presentan informes

Insumos obtenidos en la reunién aportaron en la creacion de una
4ta version del formulario de avistamientos, la cual

= |dentifica explicitamente el contexto de recopilacion de datos,
distinguiendo entre programas comunitarios, programas de
recuperacion y estudios; reflejando los diferentes tipos de
programas contemplados en el parrafo 5

=  Cubre la biodegradabilidad, permitiendo el registro del origen
natural o sintético de materiales




FAD Sighting and Recovery Form. V4 (SPC form adapted to EPO fisheries — ENG)

Formulario de Avistamiento y Recuperaciéon de plantados. V4 (formulario SPC adaptado a las pesquerias del OPO — ENG)

. FAD Sighting and Recovery form vs | | Form detalls Date: —Formnbi____ FAD Sighting and Recovery form va Formdetailspate:  Formnb:
See Appendix A gniing Y Completed by: 1/2 ghting i Completedby: 2/2
SAC 17 10 St ff Type of data Person who found the FAD/buoy Entered in the detabase [ materials (Tick one or several)
- - - Raft materipls
a 0 community program; [1 recovery ) Entry number:
. et Raft materials structure and flotation: JBamboo JLlog OWaod COPYC COFleats TPlastic drum O Fiberglass drum TMetal
o program®; [ survey* ([ in-person, O] drone) Phone marber
Recommendations . : arum Dstest Cpoiystyrens Dunknown Comer
Program/Surveyrname: or Emall:
Raft materials covering: JINone TIRopes | Synthetic; O Matwral; O Unknown) T Nets CIPizstic sheeting T Shade cloth
_— n o n —t u n a Sighting information COcanvas [ Synthetic; 0 Natural; O Unknown) CJUnknown COther:
Date found (yyyy/mm/fdd):  State/Province and/or Island: If net present in the raft, mesh size: O Small (¢7cm) O Large(>7em) O Small & Large T Unknown
Location {Describe where it was found, village/beach name): Estimated size of the raft (m) (Length x Width): x or  TUnknown
Coordinates (if possible, in decimal): Latitude: Longitude: .
P P . Underwater componenttail [Tick ane or several)
Vea se el Apendlce Environment: (Beach [lCoral reef ClDrifting in the lagoon CIDrifting in the ocean CRacky shore CIMangrove . .
O Estuary/river/bay ClPrivate property (found previously*) DWharf or Port (found previously*) COLandfill (found previously®) Submerged tail presence (i.e., part of the FAD normally under warer): JYes ONo JUnknewn
A R Ounknown Clother: Submerged tailTaherialﬂ_DUnknown Omet TiRepe (O Synthetic; O Matural; O Unknown) OPlastic sheeting O Bamboo
o Found underwater: [ Yes (record the depth}: {m) O No T Unknown O Fishing lines D Canvas (O Synthetic; T Naturzl; T Unknown)Z Other:
Re comen d a Ci ones *If found previously: = Initial date {yyyy/mm/dd): Design of the tail: T Open panel, mesh size: DSmall (<7cm) OLarga(>7em) COther:
= Initial location: 1 Met rolled up in bundle, mesh size: CJSmall (<7cm] Clarge{>7cm) CJOther:
= Initial environment: ClBeach Clcoral reef ClDrifting in the lagoon CIDrifting in the ocean O Cube structure O Other:
d e | pe rso n a I (SAC_ ORocky shore CIMangrove O Estuary/river/bay CUnknown ClOther: Olun .
1 7 10) E . Buoy information Estimated length of sub d tail [m): or OUnknown
p IEuo\r present: O Yes O] No I Buoy type: [J Satellite {used on dFADs) O Radio (used on longlines) [ Oceanographic Fate of the FAD
. . O 6P O Unknown [ Other: R . . - . —
n 0 0 bJ et | VO Buoy ID Number (n.b.: on Marine Instruments buoys, "PROD43" is not an ID number): Fate of the FAD? ClLeft in the environment T Sunk ZIRaft only removed, T Tail only removed [ Entirely removed from the
environment (rick ; o i vate * OUnknown Other:
Buoy condition: O Modified/reused by communities " ) i m_n e " ) ;
[ Whole buoy or TR o linknaen Only if removed from environment, purpose: T Burned O Left on private property Dlandfill O Recycled CRe-used (specify):
* O intact (Tick one or severai) Oother: OUnknown
-+ [ Damaged: [ Minor cracks on top case O Electronics . ) . o
# [ Cracked top case * [ Plastic case (top) Impaet on / interaction with marine lifg (7ick an cr several)
O Cracked bottom case O plastic case (bottom) Environmental damages caused by the FAD:
Ll Cracked plastic circle Oother: Entangled animals: T Yes T No JUnknown | Entangled on corals: O Yes O No OUnknown
O cracked echosounder O unknown _
* O Water inside Entangled on mangrove: O Yes T No OUnknown
L O Unknown Blett=g Entangled animals? O Turtle CShark CFish If FAD is entangled on coral reef or mangrove, please state
Damages OMarine mammal JUnknown TOther: the approxi size of the area impacted (m?):
Status: JDead JAlive O Unknown
Inscriptions on the buoy: [ Yes (specify): O no O unreadable O unknown Spacies (if known):
Fate of the buoy? DlLeft in the environment CIRemoved from the environment (tick if “found in o private praperty”) ClUnknown of indivi
Only if removed from environment, purpose: [ Left on private property Clstorage (where?):
Oiandfill ORecycled CRe-used (specify): Ounknown Cother: Fish caught around the FAD: ClNo Tves Junknown Fish or other animals aggregated around the FAD :
If yes, Species (if known): OnNeo OYes OUnkn
FAD Information U F & 4 o—tes mnewn
If yes, Weight of the catch (in kg) (if known): if yes, Species (jf known):
I FAD present: [ Yes [] No IFI\.D type: O anchored FAD (aFAD) O drifting FAD (dFAD) O Part of dFAD O Log O Unknown BF ke - o andisduale
[1 Other:
FAD condition: Clintact CI2eginning to break CIMostly fallen apart ClUnknown Comments
Inscriptions on the FAD: ] Yes [write it down): O No O Unreadable [ Unknown .
shape of the raft: Disquare CRectangular T Buoys sausage [Cylindrical D unknown Clother: Number of pictures: _




FAD Sighting and Recovery Form. V4 (SPC form adapted to EPO fisheries — ENG)

Formulario de Avistamiento y Recuperaciéon de plantados. V4 (formulario SPC adaptado a las pesquerias del OPO — ENG)

FAD Sighting and Recovery form vs | | Form details Date: Formnb: 1 /2

Completed by:

Type of data Person who found the FAD/buoy Entered in the database O

[J community program; L] recovery Name: Entry number:

program*; [1 survey* (L] in-person, [ drone)

Phone number:
*Program/Survey name: or Email:

FAD Sighting and Recovery form vs Form details Date: Formnb: ____ 2 / 2

Completed by:

Raft materials (Tick one or several)

Raft materials structure and flotation: ZIBamboo ClLog TWood TIPVC CIFloats TIPlastic drum C Fiberglass drum [ Metal
drum Steel CTPolystyrene ClUnknown ClOther:

Raft materials covering: INone CJRopes (0 Synthetic; O Natural; O Unknown) T Nets CIPlastic sheeting O Shade cloth

CcCanvas (O Synthetic; T Natural; O Unknown) O Unknown CJOther:

If net present in the raft, mesh size: [ Small (<7em) O Large(>7cm) T Small & Large TUnknown

Estimated size of the raft (m) (Length x Width): X or JUnknown

Underwater component/tail /Tick one or several)

Submerged tail presence (i.e., part of the FAD normally under water): 1Yes TINo ZUnknown

See Appendix A SAC-17-10 Staff Submerged tail materials: JUnknown “INet TJRope (O Synthetic; O Natural; T Unknown) Plastic sheeting ZJ Bamboo
O Fishing lines D Canvas (C Synthetic; ZI Natural;  Unknown)Z Other:
Recommendations — non-tuna
Design of the tail: [ Open panel, mesh size: T Small (<7em) CLarge(>7cm) COther:
1 Net rolled up in bundle, mesh size: CSmall (<7cm) CLarge{>7cm) COther:
Véase el Apéndice A: O Cube structure I Other:
Recomendaciones del personal It
Estimated length of submerged tail (m): or O Unknown

(SAC-17-10) — Especies no objetivo




Conclusions and Staff Recommendations

Conclusiones y Recomendaciones del personal

e 4thVersion of the form no longer reflects the form from Appendix
3 of FAD-09-INF-A, indicated in C-25-07.

¢ As a result, the staff recommendations to the FADWG-10 are (see
SAC-17-10 non-tunas) :

1.

Amend paragraph 6 of Resolution C-25-07 to replace the
reference to "the FAD sighting form from Appendix 3 of FAD-
09-INF-A" with a direct reference to the updated FAD
Sighting and Recovery Form Version 4 (Appendix A)
developed and harmonized collaboratively by IATTC and SPC
staff, incorporated as Annex 1, or a similar approach, to the
Resolution itself.

CPCs are strongly encouraged to participate in, or establish, a
voluntary regional data collection program on drifting FAD
strandings and at-sea recoveries, using the FAD Sighting and
Recovery Form Version 4 (Appendix A).

La 42 version del formulario ya no corresponde con formulario
del apéndice 3 del doc. FAD-09-INF-A, indicado en Res. C-25-07.

En consecuencia, las recomendaciones del personal al 102 FADWG
son Véase el Apéndice A: Recomendaciones del personal (SAC-17-
10 Especies no objetivo):

Modificar el parrafo 6 de la resolucién C-25-07 para sustituir la
referencia al “formulario de avistamiento de DCP del Apéndice 3 de
FAD-09 INF-A” por una referencia directa al Formulario de
Avistamiento y Recuperacién de DCP, Version 4 (Apéndice A),
actualizado, elaborado y armonizado de forma colaborativa por el
personal de la CIAT y la SPC, incorporado como Anexo 1, o a un
enfoque similar, en la propia Resolucion.

Se alienta encarecidamente a los CPC a participar en un programa
regional voluntario de recopilacion en el mar, o establecerlo,
utilizando el Formulario de avistamiento y recuperacion de DCP
(Apéndice A).




Questions/ R A\
Preguntas | e
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