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• Analysis of sea turtle bycatch 
before and after implementation 
of regulations to reduce bycatch

• Pacific Data (Hawaii-based 
shallow set fishery)
• 1994-2014
• Swordfish-target only
• >15,000 sets
• 20-100% observer coverage 

(100% since 2004)

• Regulations since 2004:
• circle hooks sized 18/0 or 

larger with offset <=10 
degrees

• mackerel-type fish bait only 
(no squid)

• safe handling
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Key Points 

• The use of 18/0 circle hooks with offset <=10 degrees and 

mackerel-type fish bait very effectively reduced the probability of 

catching sea turtles in Pacific Hawaii-based shallow set longline 

fishery.

• Bycatch rates of leatherbacks were reduced 84% and loggerhead 

bycatch was reduced 95% before and after the regulations were 

implemented.


