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Experimental Observed Fishing Effort ( 2004-2012)
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Update information on fishing characteristics to understand the
potential interaction of fisheries with sea turtles (rapid assessment):

Understand key characteristics of commercial fleets with potential
interaction with sea turtles (vessels, fishing gears, operations).

Understand fisher behavior onboard.

|dentify critical information gaps to propose best handling and
release practices, including tools, for the development of a
targeted training curricula.

|dentify key elements to be systematically monitored for effective
bycatch management.

Contribute to sustainable fishery management and conservation
outcomes.
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Port selection
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139 vessels (61 vessels in Costa Rica; 63 in Panama; 15 in Ecuador)



Description and characteristics of the medium and advanced scale fishing
fleet

< Length
> Mediana 7,99 - 15,45 m
> Avanzada - 10,65-23,71 m




Description and characteristics of the medium and advanced scale
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Description and characteristics of the medium and advanced scale
fishing fleet
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Description and characteristics of the artisanal and industrial fishing fleet

Altura y bajura

Artisanal and industrial fleet
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Description and characteristics of the artisanal and industrial fishing fleet




Description and characteristics of the artisanal and industrial (nodrizas)

fishing fleet
Length: 8.0- 10.50 m Length: 13.5.25 m
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Description and characteristics of the artisanal and industrial (nodrizas)
fishing fleet

Size/Tamano 36 Unkown/Desconocido

7))
1]
P

Size/Tamaiio 4

Dorado




Why is it important to adapt best practices to characteristics of fleet?

Main recommended practice: To cut the line as short as possible
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Why is it important to adapt best practices to characteristics of fleet?

Size and materials of hooks N

C14
stainless steel
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Why is it important to adapt best practices to characteristics of fleet?




Conclusions

0 The “one-size-fits-all” does not work - It is essential to have a good
understanding of the fisheries (characteristics, conditions, operation,
particularities) to define tailored best practices taking into account the
traditional knowledge of fishermen.

0 Best practices must be reviewed and adapted periodically due to the
fisheries are very dynamic.

0 Winning combination entails achieving voluntary compromises of the
fishing and commercial sectors, together with regulations — recognition of
fishers.

0 Circle hooks and other technological modifications are not a substitute for
fisheries management
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