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AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

49ª MEETING OF THE PARTIES 

La Jolla, California, USA  
30-31 October 2024 

(hybrid format) 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  AIDCP budget  
4.  Secretariat’s report on the IDCP AIDCP-49-02  
5.  Report of the 39th meeting of the Working Group to promote and publicize the 

AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System 
 

6.  Report of the 74th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP)  
7.  Other business  
8.  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair  
9.  Place and date of next meeting  

10.  Adjournment  

 

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
2. Report of the 39th meeting of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP 

Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System  
3. Report of the 74th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) 
4. Resolution A-24-01 
5. Working document submitted by the USA on the AIDCP budget 
6. Extract from document MOP-21-07 

  
The 49th Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program 
(AIDCP) was held in La Jolla, California, on 30-31 October 2024 in a hybrid format (in person and 
remotely). 

1. Opening of the meeting 

The meeting was opened by Dr. Alvin Delgado, in his capacity as Chair of the Meeting of the Parties. 

Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, the United States, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua and 
Venezuela attended the meeting in person.   Bolivia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Panama and Ecuador 
participated remotely. There was therefore a quorum for the meeting. 

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/0c3cd2a0-560f-4809-85c1-d7f44e03fa01/AIDCP-49-02_Report-on-International-Dolphin-Conservation-Program.pdf
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2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was approved, with item 3 on the IDCP budget being moved to item 6.     

3. Secretariat’s report on the IDCP 

Mr. Brad Wiley, of the Secretariat, presented document AIDCP-49-02 - Report on the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program. He emphasized that the document presented the progress and evolution of the 
Program in 2023, and that the Secretariat was interested in receiving suggestions or comments on issues 
that the Parties would like to see in the report, such as a different structure, additional information, etc., 
since the format of the report has been the same for several years. 

Colombia requested that the dolphin bycatch table reflect not only the year of the report, but also historical 
data to provide an idea of the reduction in dolphin bycatch. 

The Secretariat indicated that this information would be provided in future reports and, additionally, 
presented a historical table showing that dolphin bycatch is close to statistical zero and how it has declined 
over the years.   

Venezuela commented that the average incidental dolphin mortality has been below 20% of the IDCP global 
limit for years, which could confirm that this is a program with excellent results.   

4. Report of the 39th meeting of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP Dolphin 
Safe Tuna Certification System 

The report of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification 
System (Appendix 2) was presented by its Chair, Mr. Bernal Chavarría. He noted that the Group had 
reviewed the progress made on the promotional activities already agreed, recognizing that little time had 
elapsed since the Group’s last 38th meeting to date. In that regard, the Group would continue the work of 
reviewing the promotional materials recently circulated by the Secretariat, following up on the update of 
the material exhibited at the Museum of Natural History in New York and the Terms of Reference for the 
dissemination work on social media.  

5. Report of the 74th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) 

Mr. Enrique Espinosa, in his capacity as Presider of the IRP, reported that the Panel issued the following 
recommendations:  

 That the dolphin bycatch statistics include information from previous years in such a way that the 
reduction achieved can be clearly seen. 

 That the 109 requests for Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) be approved. Of these, five requests 
submitted the corresponding qualification certificates during the meeting and two others are 
awaiting the necessary documentation to be considered qualified for DMLs, for which an 
extraordinary deadline of 31 December 2024 is being provided, or the DMLs will not be granted.  

 That the possibility of interested Parties working with the Secretariat on an amendment to the 
AIDCP, which shall be brought to the attention of the Meeting of the Parties, be explored to address 
the above type of case where a DML is requested for vessels that are added to the regional register 
after 1 October, or that have not yet submitted documentation that the vessels are qualified to 
receive the DML.  

 Forward case 2024-0798 to the relevant Party for investigation. 

 Create a working group to develop Terms of Reference to strengthen the observer program with 
respect to compliance with identified potential infractions, similar to the one that has been 
implemented in the IATTC Review Committee. 

 That current training for captains and observers focus on compliance issues.     

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/0c3cd2a0-560f-4809-85c1-d7f44e03fa01/AIDCP-49-02_Report-on-International-Dolphin-Conservation-Program.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/0c3cd2a0-560f-4809-85c1-d7f44e03fa01/AIDCP-49-02_Report-on-International-Dolphin-Conservation-Program.pdf
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The Meeting of the Parties adopted the recommendations of the IRP. In addition, Mr. Enrique Espinosa, of 
Panama, was reelected as Presider of the IRP.   

6. IDCP budget 

One Party reported that several Parties had held discussions prior to the meeting and had developed an 
approach, outlined in a document, that could allow progress in the approval of the AIDCP budget, as well 
as a series of actions needed to improve accounting within the IDCP and to resolve some current issues. On 
the other hand, the United States submitted another document (Appendix 5), which seeks to amend and 
replace Resolution A-18-01 on the payment of vessel assessments, with the aim of updating the costs and 
establishing a dynamic calculation formula. 

Following the presentations by the proponents, it was considered that attention should be focused on the 
approval of the budget and that the discussion of the amendment to Resolution A-18-01 should be 
postponed, which could be considered or revised for implementation at a later stage after the 
implementation of the actions outlined in the AIDCP budget document. 

It was therefore proposed and accepted by the Meeting of the Parties to carefully review this document. As 
a result of the intensive review, Resolution A-24-01 was adopted, which is presented as Appendix 4 and 
contains the following main elements: 

 Approval of a budget for 2025 for US$ 3,766,609.00, but an expenditure of up to US$ 3,168,977.00, 
pending the results of the actions entrusted to the Secretariat, which will be known in the first 
quarter of 2025, at which time it will be decided how to finance the difference between the approved 
expenditure and the adjusted budget presented. 

 Promptly notify the Parties of any income received from payments of vessels in arrears from 
previous years, both Class 6 and smaller than Class 6.  

 Hold an extraordinary meeting in the first half of 2025 to review an adjusted budget proposal that 
takes into account the tasks of IATTC staff and observers with respect to work performed for both 
the IATTC and the AIDCP, according to the guidelines described in the resolution.  

 The increase of US$ 10.00 per day at sea for on-board observers has not yet been approved, as this 
matter will be reviewed after the proportion of work performed by such observers for the IATTC 
and the AIDCP has been determined. The possibility of developing an automatic salary increase 
mechanism for observers will be reviewed after the above elements have been analyzed. 

7. Other business  

The following topics were reviewed under this agenda item: 

a) Volume capacity in cubic meters and carrying capacity in metric tons of vessels fishing in the 
EPO 

Venezuela read a text requesting the Secretariat to prepare a document on the differences between well 
volume and capacity of vessels operating in the EPO. Venezuela mentioned that at the meeting in Panama, 
general information was presented, and it was noted that there were significant differences between the fish 
landed by some vessels and the well volumes reported in the Regional Vessel Register (RVR), so this issue 
should be treated with due importance and priority. If differences are found for some vessels, their well 
volume should be reviewed, which could likely result in increased resource flows to the IDCP. 

The Director clarified that the cubic meters of the vessels in the RVR have already been confirmed since 
January 2017 with Resolution C-15-02 Interpretation paragraph 6 of Resolution C-02-03, so the 
measurement could not be changed unless the resolution is amended.  Either way, the requested information 
could be provided. 

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/b8008675-e151-4c0f-9752-f5f091ee5ed7/C-15-02-Active_Interpretation-paragraph-6-of-resolution-C-02-03.pdf
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Guatemala agreed with Venezuela's proposal, but noted that the issue should also be discussed in the IATTC. 
Nicaragua mentioned that Resolution C-15-02 could be reviewed and amended if necessary and that the 
review of the matter should be encouraged. 

The Chair of the AIDCP confirmed that the Secretariat would prepare this document and present it to the 
IATTC and the Capacity Working Group. 

b) Document that recognizes equivalences between cubic meters and carrying capacity 

For information, the Director recalled the existence of document MOP-21-07 (Appendix 6), which 
establishes the equivalences between metric tons of carrying capacity and cubic meters of well volume, 
organized according to the different vessel classes of (1 to 6). He noted the value of this document in 
determining the carrying capacity or well volume of vessels depending on their class. The Meeting of the 
Parties appreciated and took note of this information.   

c) Draft resolutions 

The Chair of the AIDCP recalled that the review of two draft resolutions was pending: one on an amendment 
to Annex VIII of the AIDCP regarding the use of a high-intensity floodlight, and the second, also an 
amendment to Annex VIII of the AIDCP, regarding the establishment of procedures for exemptions from 
the use of an observer on transit trips.  

The Meeting of the Parties noted the need for further work on these proposals and proposed that they be 
reviewed at a future meeting.  

d) Hiring of a consultant to propose improvements to the accounting of the IDCP 

The Secretariat reported that the announcement had been made and that only one group had submitted a 
proposal. When the group was announced, it was noted that a former IATTC delegate was in the group, 
which could create a conflict-of-interest issue; however, the group later confirmed that this person was no 
longer part of the consulting group.   

Guatemala recalled that this matter had been classified as urgent and that it was satisfied with the selection 
of the group that had presented its nomination. In this case, the Meeting of the Parties agreed that this group 
should carry out the above-mentioned consultancy work based on the Terms of Reference already agreed.    

e) Signing of Memorandum of Understanding between PAST and IATTC 

At the end of the 49th meeting of the AIDCP, the Pacific Alliance for Sustainable Tuna (PAST) and the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) signed an important Memorandum of Understanding, the 
purpose of which is to establish in general terms the scope of work and responsibilities of the two parties 
associated with a collaborative plan to carry out the “Close-kin mark-recapture research project to assess 
dolphin population abundance in the EPO: sampling feasibility (Phase 1)”. 

This project is of great importance because it will lay the groundwork for initiating work to assess dolphin 
populations in the EPO, which is undoubtedly of great importance since the last assessment was more than 
a decade ago. This will provide a clearer picture of the status of dolphin stocks and the impact of purse-
seine fishing on them. The AIDCP Parties welcomed the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding 
and, in particular, the initiation of the dolphin stock assessment work, which will contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of the AIDCP. 

8. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

The Meeting of the Parties elected Ms. Yarkelia Vergara, of Panama, as the new Chair of the AIDCP, and 
Ms. Amanda Munro, of the United States, was appointed ad referendum as Vice-Chair.1  

 
1 As of the date of this resolution, Ms. Amanda Munro has confirmed her acceptance of the position of Vice-Chair of 
the AIDCP. 

https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/2d5399c3-f021-4173-ba9d-f46c6a261c79/AIDCP-21-07_Vessel-capacity-class-definitions-related-to-the-requirement-for-carrying-an-on-board-observer.pdf
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9. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held around March 2025, both in person and virtually.             

10. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned on 30 October at 5:00 p.m. in San Diego, California.      
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APPENDIX 1 
List of attendees  
 

ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES 
MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

BOLIVIA 
LIMBERT CORTÉZ* 
Ministerio de Defensa 
limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo  

HUGO ALSINA  
Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima 
hugo@alsina-et-al.org 

COLOMBIA 
LEONEL BOHÓRQUEZ* 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores   
lbohorquezr@cancilleria.gov.co  
JAVIER GARCÍA 
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo 
jgarciap@mincit.gov.co 
GUSTAVO LARA 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible  
GLara@minambiente.gov.co  
CARMEN LÓPEZ 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible 
calopezanaya@minambiente.gov.co  

ANDRÉS ORTÍZ  
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
andres.ortiz@aunap.gov.co   
ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Seatech International 
edelavega@seatechint.com  
GERMAN FONSECA 
Programa Nacional de Observadores  
observadores@pescalimpia.org  
 

ECUADOR 
REBECA ESPINOZA 
Ministerio de Producción, Comercio Exterior, Inversiones y 
Pesca 
respinoza@produccion.gob.ec  
LUCIANO DELGADO 
Ministerio de Producción, Comercio Exterior, Inversiones y 
Pesca 
ldelgados@produccion.gob.ec  

RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
rtrujillo@camaradepesqueria.ec  

EL SALVADOR 
ANTONIO VÁSQUEZ* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
antonio.vasquez@mag.gob.sv   

 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
COLIN BRINKMAN* 
U.S. Department of State 
Brinkmancc@state.gov  
MERNA SAAD 
U.S. Department of State 
saadmn@state.gov   
LUCILLE BULKELEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
lucille.bulkeley@noaa.gov  
DEREK CAMPBELL 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
derek.campbell@noaa.gov  
LEWIS KOPLIN 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
lewis.koplin@noaa.gov 
AMANDA MUNRO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
amanda.munro@noaa.gov 

PAUL ORTIZ 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov 
JESSICA SHORT 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
jessica.short@noaa.gov  
WILLIAM STAHNKE  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
william.stahnke@noaa.gov  
JODY VAN NIEKERK 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
jody.vanniekerk@noaa.gov  
 

GUATEMALA 
BERNAL CHAVARRÍA* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com  

 

MÉXICO- MEXICO 
BERNARDINO MUÑOZ * MICHEL DREYFUS  
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Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Bernardino.munoz@conapesc.gob.mx  
GUSTAVO LÓPEZ 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
gustavo.lopez@conapesca.gob.mx  
ISABEL C. REYES  
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Isabel.reyes@conapesca.gob.mx  
BERTHA SOLER 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
bertha.soler@conapesca.gob.mx  

Fidemar 
dreyfus@cicese.mx  
ERNESTO ESCOBAR 
Pesca Azteca 
eescobar@pescaazteca.com  
MARIANA RAMOS 
Alianza del Pacífico por el Atún Sustentable  
ramoss.mariana@gmail.com  
ALFONSO ROSIÑOL 
Industria  
arosinol@oceanoindustrial.com  

NICARAGUA 
JULIO GUEVARA* 
Comisionado 
juliocgq@hotmail.com 
ROBERTO CHACÓN  
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura 
rchacon@inpesca.gob.ni  

ARMANDO SEGURA 
Nicatuna S.A. 
segura@ibw.com.ni  

PANAMÁ - PANAMA 
YARKELIA VERGARA* 
ARAP 
yvergara@arap.gob.pa  
MARÍA P. DÍAZ 
Fipesca 
mpdiaz@fipesca.com 

ENRIQUE ESPINOZA 
Pronaob  
pronaob@pronaob.org 
 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO * 
FUNDATUN  
adelgadopnov@gmail.com    

MARÍA NOVAS 
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura 
oai.minpesca@gmail.com 

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
ARNULFO FRANCO, Director 
afranco@iattc.org  
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org  
RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
BARBARA CULLINGFORD 
bcullingford@iattc.org 
ALEX DA SILVA 
alexdasilva@iattc.org  
ROLANDO DENIS 
rdenis@iattc.org  
CRISTINA DE LA CADENA 
cdelacadena@iattc.org  
MONICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 
CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ 
chernandez@iattc.org  
PAULINA LLANO 
pllano@iattc.org 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 
SANTIAGO OLIVARES 
solivares@iattc.org   
CHRISTINE PATNODE 
cpatnode@iattc.org  
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
NORA ROA  
nroa@iattc.org  
PAULINA ROMAN 
proman@iattc.org  
ARIADNA SOSA 
asosa@iattc.org 
ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 
BRAD WILEY 
bwiley@iattc.org 
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APPENDIX 2  

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
WORKING GROUP TO PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE THE AIDCP 

DOLPHIN SAFE TUNA CERTIFICATION SYSTEM  

39TH MEETING 
La Jolla, California, USA     

30 October 2024 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Follow-up of the last meeting recommendations  
4.  Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna  
5.  Other business  
6.  Recommendations to the Meeting of the Parties  
7.  Election of the Chair of the Working Group  
8.  Place and date of next meeting  
9.  Adjournment  

 
The 39th meeting of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna 
Certification System was held in La Jolla, California, on 30 October 2024 in a hybrid format (in person and 
remotely). The list of attendees can be found in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

After verifying that a quorum was present, Mr. Bernal Chavarría, Chair of the Working Group, opened the 
meeting. 

2. Adoption of the agenda  

The provisional agenda was adopted without changes. 

3.  Follow-up of the last meeting recommendations 

The Chair of the meeting noted that little time had elapsed between the 38th meeting of the Group and this 
meeting, so there was not much to report in terms of progress on agreed actions to promote the AIDCP. 

The Director reported that coordination efforts have continued with the Museum of Natural History in New 
York City to update the content of the museum's exhibits on the tuna-dolphin relationship, based on the fact 
that $5,000 has been approved by the Meeting of the Parties to the AIDCP to work on this initiative. This 
funding will come from the AIDCP surplus. 

Regarding the continuation of the promotional activities both on the IATTC website and in social media, 
using the human and technological resources currently available, the Director of the IATTC informed that 
the work has continued and that some Parties have been helping. 
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The IATTC Director also reported that updated AIDCP promotional materials had recently been circulated, 
incorporating comments received from two Parties and the most recent data. The materials circulated are a 
brochure, a document called an educational module, and four posters. 

The Chair asked for initial comments on this material, with the understanding that due to its recent 
circulation time would be allowed for review and comments would be expected in the following weeks. 
Colombia, noting that documents should be circulated well in advance so that they could be properly 
analyzed and discussed during the meeting, commented that it would be important for the data contained 
in the materials to have a reference date, for example 2023, and not different dates as in this material. 

The United States emphasized that funds to cover possible expenses for the editing of promotional materials 
should come from the Parties interested in their dissemination and not from the regular program budget, as 
has been pointed out several times in the past. 

4. Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna 

Venezuela indicated that it was preparing the promotional materials to be exhibited first at the Nueva 
Esparta Museum in Isla Margarita and later to be replicated in other locations, such as the port of Cumana. 
Venezuela offered to bring a video of the exhibition to the Working Group and to share its experiences and 
strategies so that other AIDCP Parties could replicate this initiative. 

The Meeting of the Parties welcomed this initiative and expressed the interest that other Parties, in addition 
to Venezuela, carry out similar actions in the future. 

5. Recommendations to the Meeting of the Parties 

The Working Group did not make any recommendations, but agreed to continue to work within the 
framework of the actions agreed at the 38th meeting held in Panama, and to keep the Parties informed of the 
progress made. Noting that it was agreed at that meeting to establish a special fund to promote and publicize 
the AIDCP and that the Working Group should submit to the AIDCP the Terms of Reference for the 
activation, management and use of this special fund. 

6. Other business 

No other business was discussed. 

7.  Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on the dates that are agreed for the meetings of the 
AIDCP in 2025.  

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. on 30 October 2024.  
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APPENDIX 3  

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL   

74th MEETING 
La Jolla, California, USA   

30 October 2024 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 

  Documents 
1. Opening of the meeting  
2. 
3. 

Adoption of the agenda 
Non-governmental members of the Panel  

 

4 a. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2024 IRP-74-01 
  b. Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2025  IRP-74-02 
5. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains   IRP-74-03 
6. Review of cases of possible no-compliance (observer data)  IRP-74-04 
7. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:  
 a. Actions taken since report at the 73rd meeting  IRP-74-05 
 b. Status review of special cases   
8. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  
9. Other business  
10. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties  
11. Election of the Presider of the Panel  
12.  Place and date of next meeting  
13.  Adjournment  

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
2. Report of the 48th meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 

  
The 74th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) was held in La Jolla, California, on 30 October 
2024 in a hybrid format (in person and remotely). The list of attendees can be found in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

Dr. Arnulfo Franco, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), which provides 
the Secretariat for the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP), opened the 
meeting and gave the floor to Mr. Enrique Espinosa, Presider of the meeting.  

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/627956e5-ded1-4fc9-b507-5ef5d0cc8f9c/IRP-74-01_Review-of-Dolphin-Mortality-Limits-DML-for-2024.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/87f6b2ed-5a3e-4468-b04d-6847e2af7c2a/IRP-74-02_DML-Requests-2025.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/dccbe175-5b51-41b2-99c6-9c1f3d77e4f1/IRP-74-03_Captain-list.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/60ca7972-60dd-49a1-b460-ab7fb82cce2a/IRP-74-04_Cases-of-possible-non-compliance.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/4b207a7d-51a9-4c3a-b877-78e29c2f9b78/IRP-74-05_Infraction-responses.pdf
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2. Adoption of the agenda 

The proposed agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Non-governmental members of the Panel 

Dr. Franco reported that the elections of the non-governmental members of the IRP were conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of the AIDCP. Mr. Ernesto Escobar, Mr. Rafael Trujillo and Ms. María 
Patricia Díaz were elected to represent industry. Regarding the environmental organizations, he said that, 
at the request of one delegation, the election period had been extended because there was only one 
candidate, and no elections could be held for that group. The Parties would be informed of the results of 
this process. 

4a. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2024  

Mr. Enrique Ureña, of the Secretariat staff, summarized the situation regarding the allocation and utilization 
of Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) in 2024 as of 17 October 2024, as described in document IRP-74-01.   

He reported that the situation in 2024 was as follows: 119 vessels were granted full-year DMLs. Of these, 
94 were utilized by 1 April 2024; sixteen were exempted due to force majeure, six were forfeited due to 
non-utilization, and three were renounced. On the other hand, NO second-semester DMLs were granted, 
and four DMLs have been granted from the reserve administered by the Director. 

The Secretariat presented a chart showing DML utilization in 2024. The average cumulative mortality per 
vessel for 2024 was 7.73 dolphins, based on 9,544 sets on dolphins and a total mortality of 766 dolphins, 
resulting in a mortality per set of 0.08. The average DML allocated per vessel for 2024 was 41, and no 
vessel met or exceeded this limit. 

Colombia requested that the graph of incidental dolphin mortality show trends over several years to provide 
more clarity on how it has been reduced over the years. Nicaragua requested that the vessels with the highest 
mortality rates be identified in order to make recommendations or take action to improve their performance. 

4b. Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2025 

The Secretariat presented document IRP-74-02 containing the list of DMLs requested for 2025. A total of 
109 DMLs were requested, of which 103 qualification certificates were received. For five DMLs requested 
by Ecuador, the qualification certificate had not been received as the vessels were at sea; however, they 
were received during the course of the meeting. For one vessel from Colombia that was not registered in 
the Regional Vessel Register (RVR), the Panel decided to give it until 31 December 2024 to complete all 
its registration and qualification procedures in order to receive the DML; otherwise, it would not receive 
the DML and the DML would be redistributed to the rest of the fleet in the EPO, as established by the 
AIDCP. A similar situation occurred with a Venezuelan vessel that received the same treatment.    

The Panel agreed to recommend to the Parties that the 109 requested DMLs be granted, subject to the above 
conditions. This situation of conditional allocation of DMLs to vessels that have not been included in the 
RVR prior to the allocation of DMLs, or where the government has not reported the submission of the 
appropriate certifications that the vessel is qualified, gave rise to an intense discussion that culminated in 
the initiative that the treatment of these cases be evaluated and that the countries concerned submit a 
possible amendment to the relevant Annex of the AIDCP to address this issue. This would be discussed at 
future meetings.     

5.  Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains  

The Secretariat presented document IRP-74-03 showing the changes in the List of Qualified Captains 
between 9 August and 18 September 2024, which include the addition of 2 captains. No captains were 
removed or reinstated from the list during this period. 

6. Review of cases of possible no-compliance (observer data)  
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The Secretariat presented document IRP-74-04, which provides a summary of the data reported by 
observers of the On-board Observer Program corresponding to possible infractions, received and processed 
by the Secretariat since the 73rd meeting of the IRP. During this period, the Secretariat reviewed a total of 
189 fishing trips and identified one case of possible non-compliance for a case of possible interference with 
the work of the observer during trip 2024798. 

The Secretariat staff reported that this case involved an alleged attempt to bribe the observer not to report 
possible infractions involving sharks and sea turtles. This case gave rise to a lengthy and interesting 
discussion by the Panel, in which the following aspects were highlighted. 

 Support should be provided to the observer to enable him to carry out his duties properly, as the 
observer reports that the vessel's company has been implicated in several alleged infractions. 

 The case should also be reviewed by the Review Committee (COR) as it also involves possible 
infractions related to IATTC resolutions. Greater coordination between the two bodies, IRP and 
COR, should be sought in this regard.  

 A control or audit mechanism should be in place to review the issue of potential bribery and identify 
mechanisms to prevent it.  

 These types of cases had not occurred for a long time, so it was recalled that they are automatically 
treated as special cases (attempted bribery of observers) and presented at each meeting until they 
are closed by the vessel's flag fisheries authority. 

The discussion of the above elements led to the proposal that an ad hoc group, or a group similar to that of 
the Compliance Committee, should be established to identify mechanisms to improve the system applied 
in the IDCP, particularly with respect to compliance with the agreed rules.     

7.  Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP 

a. Actions taken since report at the 73rd meeting  

The Secretariat presented document IRP-74-05, which followed up on the responses to certain possible 
infractions identified at the 73rd meeting of the IRP. It was reported that one case of possible interference 
with the work of the observer had been identified at the previous meeting and was awaiting a response from 
the flag government of the vessel. It was noted that the lack of response was understandable given the short 
time between the report of the possible infraction to the government and this meeting.   

b. Status review of special cases 

The Secretariat reported that there were no special cases to present at the 74th meeting of the IRP.  

8. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 

Dr Alvin Delgado, who chaired the Working Group in the absence of a Chair, presented his report 
(Appendix 2). He noted that no recommendations had been issued at this meeting, nor had there been a 
working document, as there had been no cases in the short period between the last meeting and this one. He 
recalled the need to elect a Chair for the Working Group. 

 9. Other business 

No other business was discussed. 

10. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties  

The Panel agreed on the following recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties: 

 That the dolphin bycatch statistics include information from previous years in such a way that the 
reduction achieved can be clearly seen. 
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 That the 109 requests for Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) be approved. Of these, five requests 
submitted the corresponding qualification certificates during the meeting and two others are 
awaiting the necessary documentation to be considered qualified for DMLs, for which an 
extraordinary deadline of 31 December is being provided, or the DMLs will not be granted.  

 That the possibility of interested Parties working with the Secretariat on an amendment to the 
AIDCP be explored to address the above type of case where a DML is requested for vessels that 
are added to the regional register after 1 October, or that have not yet submitted documentation that 
the vessels are qualified to receive the DML.  

 Forward case 2024798 regarding interference with the work of the observer to the relevant Parties 
for investigation by the relevant government. 

 Establish a working group to develop Terms of Reference to strengthen the observer program with 
respect to compliance with identified potential infractions, similar to the one that has been 
implemented in the IATTC Review Committee. 

 That current training for captains and observers focus on compliance issues.     

In addition, Mr. Enrique Espinosa, of Panama, was reelected as Presider of the IRP.   

11. Election of the Presider of the Panel 

Mr. Enrique Espinosa was reelected as Presider for the 75th meeting of the IRP. 

12. Place and date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Panel will be held in conjunction with the next AIDCP meetings in mid-2025. 

13. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. on 30 October 2024. 
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Appendix 2 of the minutes of the IRP 

 
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

PERMANENT WORKING GROUP ON TUNA TRACKING  

52nd MEETING  
La Jolla, California, USA      

30 October 2024 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Review of the implementation of the Dolphin Safe Certification System  
4.  Other business  
5.  Recommendations for the International Review Panel  
6.  Election of the President of the Working Group  
7.  Place and date of next meeting  
8.  Adjournment  

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
 

The 52nd meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking was held in La Jolla, California, on 
30 October 2024, in a hybrid format (in person and remotely).  

1. Opening of the meeting 

The Director of the IATTC, Dr. Arnulfo Franco, gave the floor to the Chair of the AIDCP, Dr. Alvin 
Delgado, to chair the meeting of the working group in the absence of a designated Chair. 

2. Adoption of the agenda  

The provisional agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Review of the implementation of the Dolphin Safe Certification System 

Dr. Delgado pointed out that there was no working document for this meeting because there were no cases 
in the short period between the 51st and the 52nd meetings, which were held two months apart. 

4. Other business 

No other business was discussed.  

5. Recommendations for the International Review Panel 
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The Working Group did not issue recommendations for the IRP.    

6. Election of the President of the Working Group 

Dr. Delgado asked for nominations for Chair of the group. As there were no nominations, it was decided to 
ask the Meeting of the Parties to the AIDCP to elect a Chair. 

7. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on the dates agreed for the meetings of the AIDCP in 
2025. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. on 30 October 2024.  
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APPENDIX 4 
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APPENDIX 5 

MOP 49 – WORKING DOCUMENT  
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY USA TO THE AIDCP  

AIDCP BUDGET 2025 
RESOLUTION ON VESSEL ASSESSMENTS AND FINANCING 

 

The Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP): 
 
Understanding the importance of maintaining a sustainable AIDCP budget; 
 
Recognizing the alarming continued trend of increasing year-to-year deficits; 
 
Noting that a permanent increase in the vessel assessment rate has been proposed on several occasions since 
2006, but not approved; 
 
Recalling previous IATTC staff recommendations on addressing this systemic problem though tying 
income to expenditures; 
 
Agree to implement Annex II.12 of the AIDCP as follows: 
 

1. The assessments shall be based on the vessel’s well volume as recorded on the IATTC Regional 
Vessel Register and posted on the website of the Commission, taking into account that, in 
accordance with Resolution C-15-02 “as of 1 January 2017 the well volume reflected on the 
Regional Vessel Register will be considered confirmed for vessels currently included in the 
Register. In the case of new vessels, the well volume notified at the time the vessel is added to the 
Register will be considered confirmed.” 

 
2. All assessments for vessels required to carry observers under the provisions of the AIDCP shall be 

calculated at a rate of US$ 14.95 per cubic meter of well volume to be determined and adopted as 
a part of the annual AIDCP budget. The Secretariat, as a part of its recommended budget, shall 
present the vessel assessment required to balance the budget for the budget to be balanced for the 
upcoming year. If an increase of the assessment is required to cover expenses projected in a current 
year, the Secretariat shall inform the parties of the projected deficit without an assessment increase 
and make note of any financial resources available should the Parties decide to use accumulated 
savings to fund said deficit rather than an assessment increase. The assessment rate shall be based 
on the following formula: 

 

 

Unless the Parties decide otherwise by consensus, the assessment rat en e that produces a balanced 
budget shall become effective upon the adoption of that budget. 

 

𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 (𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈$/𝐴𝐴3) =
𝐴𝐴𝑡𝑡𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟𝑡𝑡 𝑟𝑟𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑟𝑟𝑡𝑡 𝐴𝐴𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 (𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈$)  −  𝑡𝑡𝐴𝐴ℎ𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟 𝑟𝑟𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝑎𝑎𝑟𝑟𝑡𝑡 𝑖𝑖𝐴𝐴𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 𝐴𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑎𝑟𝑟𝑖𝑖𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 (𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈$)

𝐴𝐴𝑡𝑡𝐴𝐴𝑟𝑟𝑡𝑡 𝐶𝐶𝑡𝑡𝑟𝑟𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 6 𝑃𝑃𝑈𝑈 𝑖𝑖𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑒𝑟𝑟𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝐴𝐴𝑐𝑐 (𝐴𝐴3)
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3. Assessments for IATTC Capacity Class 6 vessels that have sealed wells under Resolution C-12-08 
shall be calculated on the basis of their total well volume, i.e. including sealed and non-sealed wells. 

 
4. Assessments for vessels smaller than Class 6 that are required to carry an observer on board, either 

because they have sealed wells (Resolution C-12-08) or because they have been identified by the 
IRP to have committed a possible infraction by intentionally setting on dolphins (Resolution A-02-
01), shall be the equivalent of the quota of a Class 6 vessel with the minimum capacity 
corresponding to its class (508 m³).  
 

5. Assessments for Class 6 vessels on the Inactive and Sunk Purse-Seine Capacity List of the Regional 
Register shall be calculated at a rate of US$ 1.00 per cubic meter of well volume. 
 

6. Assessments for any vessel fishing in the Agreement Area pursuant to paragraph 12 of IATTC 
Resolution C-02-03 on the capacity of the tuna fleet operating in the eastern Pacific Ocean shall be 
calculated on the basis of the rate established in paragraph 2 of this resolution. 
 

7. Assessments shall be paid by December 1 of the preceding year, pursuant to paragraph 12(b) of 
Annex II of the AIDCP and regardless of whether the vessel has requested a DML for the following 
year, except in the case of vessels to which Resolution A-02-01 or Resolution C-02-03, paragraph 
12, applies, for which assessments shall be paid before undertaking fishing activities in the EPO. 
 

8. Any vessel assessment that has not been paid by the date specified in the previous paragraph shall 
be increased by an annual surcharge of 10% of the assessment, in addition to any sanction 
contemplated in Annex IV of the AIDCP.  
 

9. This resolution replaces A-18-01. 
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APPENDIX 6  
Extract from document MOP-21-07 
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