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Elaborate harmonized definitions related to science and management of 
FADs. 

Discussion Topic 2 of the Joint t-RFMO FAD Technical Working Group

Conduct a revision of current definitions used in the different tRFMOs and other 
sources, fostering a greater harmonization, giving priority to those definitions with 
direct management implications and the science needed to guide that management.
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Work plan for Discussion Topic 2: Definitions

1. Compile the definitions currently adopted in each of the tRFMOs [Dec 2018]. Members of 
the TWG will make available through basecamp the definitions adopted and/or used in the different 
tRFMOs and other sources.

2. Summarize and propose a first draft of common harmonized definitions [Jan 2019]. The 
coordinator will conduct a revision of current definitions used in the different tRFMOs and other 
sources. He will prepare a summary of the definitions and will propose a first draft of potential 
common definitions

3. The TWG will agree on a second draft of common harmonized definitions [March 2019]. 
The TWG will discussed through basecamp the 1st draft and will agree on a 2nd draft of definitions to 
be presented to the Joint t-RFMO FAD Working Group

4. The Joint t-RFMO FAD Working Group will adopt and recommend a set of harmonized 
definitions related to science and management of FADs [May 2019]
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Abandoned FAD
Synonyms:

ICCAT, 2018. Report of the Standing 
Committee on Research and 
Statistics (SCRS) [Based on Grande et 
al., 2018]

FAD from which the communication has been intentionally 
stopped by deactivating the buoy attached or has been left 
at sea without a buoy.

IOTC Resolution 18-08. Procedures 
on a fish aggregating devices (FADs) 
management plan, including a 
limitation on the number of FADs, 
more detailed specifications of catch 
reporting from FAD sets, and the 
development of improved FAD 
designs to reduce the incidence of 
entanglement of non-target species

FADs without a beacon or which have drifted outside the 
fishing zone).

FAO. 2018. Report of the Technical 
Consultation on Marking of Fishing 
Gear. Rome, Italy, 5–9 February 
2018.FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Report No. 1236. Rome, FAO.

The term “abandoned fishing gear” means fishing gear 
over which that operator/owner has control and that could 
be retrieved by owner/operator, but is deliberately left at 
sea due to force majeure or other unforeseen reasons.

Proposal of the joint t-RFMO Technical WG

FAD from which the communication has been intentionally stopped by remotely 
deactivating the buoy attached or has been left at sea without a buoy.
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FAD
Synonyms:
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Abandoned FAD
Active FAD
Anchored FAD
Associated set
Beaching
Biodegradable FAD
Deployed FAD

Dolphin set
Drifting FAD
Encountered FAD
FAD owner vessel
FAD set
Fish-Aggregating Device [FAD]
Floating Object [FOB]

Floating object interaction
Floating object set
Free school set
Log
Lost FAD
Marine mammal set
Mark

Monitored FAD
Natural FAD
Non-entangling FAD
Object set
Tender vessel
Unassociated set
Whale shark set

Definitions of terms related to FAD fishing operations
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Abandonment (deliberate loss)
Acquired buoy
Activation
Active buoy
Buoy
Buoy in stock
Buoy owner
Deactivation
Echosounder Buoy

Instrumented Buoy
Loss (accidental loss)
Monitored/tracked buoys
Operational buoy
Reactivation
Satellite Buoy (GPS or transmitter buoys)
Shared buoys
Switching off
Switching on

Definitions of terms related to FAD fishing operations [BUOYS]
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Questions
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