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SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE TENTH MEETING

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISS 10N
,—-.______,_._/"___“

Panamé, R. P,

Il February 1958

The tenth meeting of the Inter-American Troplcal Tuna Commission, being the

regular annual meeting for 1958, convened in the Panamé room of the Hotel El Pa-
nama in Panaméa City, R, P., commencing at 9:50 a.m, on |i Febryary 1958,

In representation of the Government of Pename there were present;
Sr, Don Victor Navas, Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, and Industries
Sr, Don Juvenal Castrel!dn, Director of International QOrganizations,
Ministry of Foreign Relations
Sr, Don M. Moscoso, Secretary of Commerce and Industries
The following Commissioners were presentt
For Panama

$r. Don Richard Elsenmann
Sr. Juan L, Obarrio

For Costa Rica:

Sr, tic, Don José L, Cardona~Cooper, Chairman of the Commission
Sr, Lic, Don Virgltio Aguiluz

For the United States:

The Honorabie Gordon W, Sloan, Secretary of the Commission
The Honorable Lee F, Payne

Dr. M, B, Schaefer, Director of Investigations, and three members of the
sclentific gtaff were in attendance,

The following special observers were present from other Governments:

Ecuador - His Excellency, Sr, Don Huge Moncayo Veloz, Ambassador

Chile ~ His Exceilency, Aimirante Don Enrique Lagrese, Ambassador
Nicaragua = Hig Exceliency, Sr, Don Mariano Barreto Fortacarrero, Ambassador
Guatemala ~ His Excellency, Sr, Don Manue| Orellana Cardona, Ambassédor

Peru - Sr. Don José Alvarado Sdnchez, Chargé d'Affairs
Mexico Sr. Don Marioc Armando Amador,Secretary of Embas-
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Also present were representatives of the Laboratorlo Nacional de Pesca, mom-
bers of the fishing Industry, and others,

Sr, Lic. José L. Cardona~Cooper, Chairman of fhe'Commission,made an opening
speech, giving a brief history of the Commission, and welcoming the members, ob-
servers, and other persons present, He also presented individually the Observers



and Commissioners,

__The Minlster of Agriculfure, Commerce and Indusfries, Sr. Don Victor Navas,

 made a speech of cordial welcome in the name of the Government of Paname,
Mr. Gordon W, Sloan spoke on behalf of the United States Section of the Com-

misslon, expressing gratitude for the hospitality of the Government and people

of Panama, and welcoming the observers,

Sr, Juan Qbarrie spoke briefly on behalf of the Panamanian Sectlion,

$r, Llc, José L, Cardona-Cooper spoke on behal f of the Costa Rican Section,
He suggested that the observers consider ‘the desirabllity of the adherence of
their Governments to the Convention, pointing out that the Commission is & purely
scientiflc, non-political organkaetion, and maintains & very good scientific stoff
for studying the flsheries of common concern to all the nations of +the west coast
of the Amerlicas. _

The tentative agenda which had been prepared for the meeting wes unanimously
approved and adopted, Thereafter, were taken up the several points on the agenda

Approval: for publlication of the Annuail Report for 1957

Coples of the draft of the Annual Report for the year 1957 had been sent to
all Commissioners for review prior to the meeting., No modification was proposed,

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved that: The Annual Report
for the year 1957, as drafted by the Director of Investigations be approved for
publication,

Digcussion of the present status of the fishery and the fish stocks, and of cur~
rent reseacch resulis, '

At the request of the Chalrman, Dr, Schaefer showed a number of slides il-
lustrating the data respecting the current condition of the tishery and of the
fish stocks, !+ was shown that, for each of the funa species, the Intensity of
fishing remalns below that corresponding to the maximum sustainable catch, Simi-
tar results have been obtained from study of the major anchoveta populatiens, the
data for the Gulf of Panoma being presented as an example, Due to econemic cir-
cumstances the tuna-fishing fleet has declined in recent years, and a further de=-
cline appears [n prospect during at least the next year,

The varlous researches being conducted on the population structure, biology,
and ecology of the tunas and baitfishes, and oh physical, chemical and biological
oceanography, were presented and illustrated with siides,

A number of questions were asked about the details of some of the investigo-
tions, which were discussed,

Program of investigations for fiseal yaar I958—!959; research program and budget

for fiscal yem~ 1959-19

-

At the suggestion of ‘the Sécrefary, these two agenda items were discussed
togother,

. The Direcfor of Investigations had circulated prior to the mecting the fol-
lowing outline of proposed investigations during fiscal year 1958~1959, to be un~

i, I



dertaken with a budget of $352,725 (plus $10,000 for employee retirement pian,

if adopted):
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related information for the tunas and baltfishes, ‘

a, Continue routine collection and compilation of current data.

b, Continue analyses fo study changes in abundance and yield in space
and time,

¢. Continue research to improve indices of abundance and fishing effort,
and to measure the co-variations in aggregations of fish and fishing
effort,

d, Further development and application of theoretical models for the study
of the fishery dynamics of the tunas and baitfishes,

2. nvestigations of life history, biology, and population steucture of the
tunas, ,

a. Continue market measurement program at San Diego, San Pedro, and north-
ern Peru,

b, Further research on age and growth from modes in size frequencies, with
particular reference to areal and year<to-year variations,

¢, Continued research on changes in abundance of age-groups in space and
time by the combination of data on size frequencies and catch-per-unit-
ot fishing effort.

~d. Morphometric studies - completion and pubiication of morphometric

x studies of tunas, This line of investigation to be +hen suspended
because of lack of vaiue,

e, Studies of tuna migrations,

{1) Tagging

(a) Continved improvement of tags and of tagging and recovery
techniques,
(b) Continued full-scale tagging operations, aboard vessels
. based at California ports throughout the year,
(c) Tagging throughout the year from vessels based in Peru and
perhaps also from vessels based in Ecuador,

(2) Inference of migration patterns from shifts of matching modal size
groups (in market measurement samples) between cohftiguous samp ! I ng
areas,

f. Studies of tuna ma+ura+lon,'spawning and early iife history,

(1) Contlnued collection and analysis of data on meturity of gonads of
Tunas in commercial catches; cotlection +o be discontinued in some
areas where data are now adequate and concentrated on areas where
samples are not yet adequate,

(2) Continuing study of collectlions of Juvenile tunas collected inci=
dentally to tagging, oceanographic, and other cruises.

(3) Continued study of occurrence of plankionic larvae; an additional
special cruise for this purpose is +o be made in Moy-June 1958 in
the region of the Tres Marias, and additional cruises wlil be plan-
ed for 1959,
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Studies of schooling habits of tunas

(1) Continued collection and anaiysis of data on species ond size
composition of schools;, collected by scientists aboard commerical

vessels on tagging cruises.

Oceanograﬁhy and tuna ecology

a,

e,

Continuing study of existing ocoansgraphic and meteorologicel data for:

(1) General ddscription of the circulation of the Eastern Pacific,
(2) Correlation of seasonal and annual variations in meteorolpglcal
oceanographic, and blological features,

Continuation of analysis of physical-and biolagical data from "Scope™
cruise and from the "Island Current Survey" of 1957,

Conducting of a special crulse "SCOTY, in cooperation with the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography, in Aprii-June 1958 to obtain further gener-
al survey data on physical, chemical, and biological oceanography of The
fastorn Pacific from California to Panama, and analysis of resultting
data,

Detaited study of occenlc fronts, with special emphasis on how they act
as concentrating mechanisms for tuna food organisms, in the vicinity of
Baja California and the reglion offshore from the Tres Marias Isfands;
data to be gathered In conjunction with the cooperative expedition
HSCO‘TH.

Continued studies of the use of zooplankton indicator organisms to

identlfy water masses,

Continuation of collection of quasi-synoptic surface temperature dota
from thermographs aboard commercial tuna-fishing vesselis,

Continued cooperation with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, the
Consejo de Investigaciones Hidrobioldglcas del Perld, and other agencies
in theestablishment of sea-lievetl and water temperature recording equip-
ment at selectod points on the mainiand and on outlying islands.

Continued work, primarily in cooperation with other agéncies, on the
development of Instruments for obtalning time-series of oceanographic
data from fixed or free-tloating buoys,

Studies of physical, chemical and biological processes in selected areas
of Importance to the tunas; selection of areas and cruise plans Yo be
made after completion of "SCOT",

Research on baltfishes,

a,

Dy

Continyed studies in the Gulf of Nicoya, Costa Rica, with primary em-
phasis on life history, biology and ecology of herrings (Qplsthonemal,

Continued studics in the Gulf of Panama and odjacent areas off the
Colombian coast of the |ife history, biology and ecology of the ancho~
veta stocks of that region. ' '
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¢, Continued collection of data and materials from other areas by tuna
vessels and by spectai field Trlps.

d. Confenuaffon at huadquar?ors and rcgional !aboraTorles of sfud|es of
larval and juvenile stages of anchovetas and related species; increased
attention to sccondary balt species as various phases of anchoveta
studies arg brought fo complietlon,

This program was beriefly discussad and met with the approval of the Commi s-
sioners,

The Director has also transmitted, prior to the meeting, detalied recommon=
detions for the research program for the following fiscal year (beginning ! July
1959), together with estimates of funds required, This program 1s, essentlally,

a continuation of the program of the previous year, with some changes in emphasis
on different projects, Although no increase in the level of work is pianned,
there witl be required a small increase in funds, because of increased unit costs,
for both personnel and facitities, This proposed program and budget were dis-
cussed,

I+ was then moved, seconded and unanimously approved that: 1) The proposed.
program of investigations, prepared and recommended by the Director of Investige-
aetlons, for the fiscal year 1958-1959 is approved and adopted; and (2) The Com-
mission approves the gemeral proqram of lnvos+iqa+ion5 for ihe fiscal vear 1959-
1960, prepared by the Director of lInvestlgations and previously transmitted to
1he Commissioners; to conduct these anOSTIQBTIOHS there is recommended for the
period 1 July 1959 through 30 June 1960 a budget of $338, 345 (including $10,000
for an omplovee rotiremont plan)

Proportion of contributions bx,member Covernments for flscal year 1959-1960

At the request of the Chairman, Dr, Schaefer presonted statistics of the
utilization, during 1957, of the tropical tunas (as defined by the resolution of
the 1953 annual meeting) by the three member governments:

United States of America - 278,789,785 p0unds
Costa Rica - 551,324 pounds
Panama ~ ZOro

Therefore, in accordance with the formuia adopted by the Commission at its
1933 meeting, the contributions of the three member governments to the joint exe
pensos should bes

United Stotes of America - 99,8%
Costa Rica -~ 0.,2%
Panama ~_minimum contribution of $500

It was moved, -seconded, and unanimousty adopted that: Contributions to the
expenses of the Commission for flscal vear 19591960 shall be 1n the foliowina
proportions: United States . of America 99, 8%7—098$Q—R+ea—0 2% Panama—~—minimum
contributicn of $500

Status of emplovee retirement plan

Dr, Schaofer reported that the retirement plan, developed for the employees
of the several International fisheries Commissions of which +he United States is
a member, had not been acceptable to 75% of the permanent employees of the lnter-
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Arerican Tropical Tuna Commission, and had not, therefore, been‘acfiv}afed with
respect fo this Commission,

-~ Certain changes In the plan are, however, bolng considered by the Board of

Directors of the International Fisheries Commission Employee Retirement Fund,
which may make it acceptable to our employees, Pending acceptance of the plan,

no assessments are belng made to the member governments for the costs thercof,
although the item of ${0,000 for this purpose 1s Inciuded in the budget estimates.

Degignation of observers at the Internatlonzl Conterence on the Law of the Sca

The Inter-American Tropicat Tuna Commission, as a spectalized {nter-govern=
mental agency, had been invited to send observers to the International Conforence
to Examine the Law of the Sea, convening in Geneva on 24 February 1958, undor
auspices of the United Nations,

Dr. Schaefer had aiso been (nvited to attend the Conference, to serve the
Secretariat of the Conference as an expert on Fisheries and related matters, at
the expense of the United Nations,

[+ was suggested that Dr. Schaefer might serve as an observer for the Interw
American Troplcal Tuna Commission at no expense fo the Commission, I+ was, how-
ever also suggested that some Commissionper might also wish fo atfend as an obseory-
er for this Commission, and that this would be desirable if it involved no cost
to the Commission,

After some discussion of this matter, it was moved, seconded, and unanimous-
ly approved that: Dr, M. B, Schaefer, Directer of Investiqations, is authorized
to attend the Internationai Conference to. Examine the Law of The Sea and: to act
as_an obsgrver for the inter-American.Troplcal Tupa Commission: alse any Commise
sloner may attend this Conforence and act as. an ohserver for the Commission. The
financing of such attendance to be worked out by such Commissioner and his_ own
member government, ' '

Election of officers for the next vear

_ Sr. Don Juan L. Obarrio, of Panama, was nominated as Chairman of the Commi s~
sion for the ensuing year. This nomination was seconded, and he was unanimously
eiocted,

Sr. Lic., José L, Cardona~Cooper, of Costa Rica, was nominated ags Secretary

of the Commission for the ensuing year. This nomination was seconded, and he was
unanimously elected,

Flace and time of the next annual meeting

) it was indicated that, In accordance with the custum of hoiding annual meet-
ings In turn in each of the member countries, the next annual meeting should be
held 1n the United States, I+ was also suggestod that [+ would be desirable to

hotd the next meeting In San Pedro, California, and this met with goncral agree-
ment,

The eafly part of Faebruary scemed to be the most convenient +ime of year for
the Commissioners to hold this next annual meeting, and, due to logistics, the
batter part of the week was decmed more syitable than the early part,
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-t was, thereforeo, moved, seconded, and unanimou*ly approved that: The next
ahnual moeting of the, Commtsston will be held in San Pedro, Californla on Th»

tirst Thursday in February (1.8, § Febroary) 1959, T T

~ There bexng no further business to come boefore the meeting, it was adjourn-
ed at 1300 p,m,

Aftar a magnificent tuncheon given by the Panamanian Government, the Com-
mission's staff members showed fiims of tuna fishing by i{live bait, by purse
seing, and by long-line, as well as of work aboard a raescarch vessel,




