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1. Opening of the meeting 
The 77th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) was held on August 26, 2024, in Panama City, 
Panama. It started at 09:58 local time. 

M.Sc. Yarkelia Vergara, Chair of the AIDCP, gave the floor to Mr. Enrique Espinosa as Coordinator of the 
IRP to chair this meeting. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 
The agenda was adopted without modifications 

3. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2025 and 2026 
Biologist Enrique Ureña from the Secretariat presented document IRP-77-01. He reported on DML 
utilization and dolphin mortality from 2025 and 2026 until July 29, 2026.  In 2025, 107 full-year limits 
were allocated: 89 used in the first quarter, 2 waived, 13 approved exemptions, 3 lost DMLs for not being 



used before April 1, 4 limits allocated by the Director's reserve for the second half (15 dolphins each), where 
1 was not used before October 1. 

In 2025, the fleet made 11,175 sets on tuna assoIciated with dolphins, with 942 dead dolphins, with a 
mortality rate per set of 0.08, and an average mortality rate of 9.5 per vessel. Regarding the distribution of 
cumulative mortality, 27 vessels did NOT register dolphin mortality, 17 vessels had a cumulative mortality 
between 1-5 dolphins, 14 vessels between 6-10 dolphins, 15 vessels between 11-15 dolphins, 16 vessels 
between 16-20 dolphins, and 10 vessels between 21-50 dolphins. 

In relation to DML utilization, 103 full-year limits were allocated: 79 were used in the first quarter, 1 
waived, 21 approved exemptions, 3 lost for not being used before April 1, 6 limits allocated by the Director's 
reserve for the second half (10 dolphins each). Up to the date mentioned, the fleet made 7,082 sets on tuna 
associated with dolphins, with 585 dead dolphins, a mortality rate of 0.08 per set, and an average mortality 
rate of 6.6 per vessel. 

Regarding the distribution of accumulated mortality, 20 vessels did NOT register dolphin mortality, 23 
vessels had an accumulated mortality for this year between 1-5 dolphins, 22 vessels between 6-10 dolphins, 
13 vessels between 11-15 dolphins, 10 vessels between 16-20 dolphins, and 1 vessel between 21-25 
dolphins. 

 
4. Review of the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains  
The secretariat presented document IRP 77-02, which indicates that during the period from October 16, 
2025, to July 29, 2026, 10 applications were received to add captains to the list of qualified captains who 
complied with all the requirements, no captain was eliminated due to infractions nor were there 
reinstatements to the list.   

 
5. Review of cases with possible infractions (observer data) 
The secretariat presented document IRP 77-03 with the possible cases that require analysis by the Panel.  It 
is reported that during the period since the 76.a IRP meeting, the Secretariat has examined 762 fishing trips 
and identified four possible cases of non-compliance that require the Panel's consideration and guidance: 
two cases of fishing without Dolphin Safety Panel (DSP), one case of a set without the required backdown 
process, and one case of dolphin entrapment. 

The cases 20260460 and 20260538  correspond to cases for fishing without DSP, after the removal of the 
panel or while it was under repair; in both cases, the vessels concentrated on schools of fish not associated 
with dolphins. The case 20260185 refers to a set involving dolphins without the required backdown 
process, although the captain indicated that he would release the bow head to facilitate the dolphins' exit. 
Finally, the case 20251039 involved a vessel without an assigned DML that, during a set over a floating 
object, accidentally caught two dolphins, which were later seen dead in the sack.  

After reviewing these cases, the Panel decided to send them to each of the relevant Parties for investigation. 
 

6. Review of actions by the Parties regarding possible violations reported by the IRP. 
The Secretariat presented document IRP-77-04, which states that there were no cases to report regarding 
the previous meeting, but reported on some cases under investigation, as well as the latest responses from 
the corresponding CPCs. 
 



7. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 
The chair of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking, Jeiris Galicia, presented her report to the 
panel, indicating that the agenda was adopted without objection, and the information from document T55-
01 was presented with the update of the delivery of copies and originals of the TTF document showing a 
high level of compliance.  

 
8. Other business 
No other business was discussed at this meeting. 
 
9. Recommendations to the Meeting of the Parties. 
The IRP made the following recommendations to the AIDCP Meeting of the Parties: 

• The 4 cases reviewed at this meeting and described in point 5 of this report were sent to the relevant 
Parties. 
 

• Consider requesting the scientific staff of the IATTC to prepare an analysis of additional and 
alternative mechanisms to the backdown maneuver for the release of dolphins trapped in the net at 
the time of closing the purse seine, at levels of safety sufficient to consider them as operations that 
safeguard the integrity and prevent the mortality of dolphins, so that it can be considered in a 
possible update of the relevant management measures.  
 

• Consider urging the Parties to submit to the Secretariat inputs for the development of an incentive 
system for captains and crews of vessels with a record of outstanding performance and no record 
of violations, with a view to improving compliance with the Agreement on the International 
Dolphin Conservation Program, in accordance with the purpose agreed in resolution A-99-01.  
 

• That the managers and coordinators of onboard observer programs (both IATTC and national 
programs) be formally instructed to require that all reports issued by observer personnel be written 
under strict criteria of objectivity, impartiality, and factual rigor, categorically prohibiting the 
inclusion of personal opinions, value judgments, or assertions based on unverified assumptions or 
inferences; at the same time, the IATTC Secretariat is requested to continuously strengthen training 
programs for observers in technical writing and data reporting, reaffirming that the essential 
function of observers is to accurately and impartially record the facts directly witnessed, thus 
guaranteeing the technical soundness and credibility of the inputs used for fishery management and 
compliance assessment. 
 

10.  Date and place of next meeting.  
The date and place of the next meeting will be announced by the Secretariat in the context of the upcoming 
meetings in October. 
 
11.  Adjournment. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m. Lisbon, Portugal, time on August 24, 2026. 
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