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SUBMITTED BY ECUADOR

RESOLUTION C-23-XX

AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION C-99-07 ON FISH-
AGGREGATING DEVICES

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), having responsibility for the tunas and tuna-like
fishes of the eastern Pacific Ocean, <“which for the purposes of this resolution is the area bounded by the
coastline of the—AsmerieasNorth, Central and South America and by the following lines:: the 50° North
parallel from the coast of North America to its intersection with he-40MN-paralel-the 150° West meridian;
the 150° West meridian to its intersection with the 50° South parallel; and the 50° South parallel to its
intersection with the coast of South America, saad-the40°S—paralleb-and having maintained since 1950 a
continuing scientific program directed toward the study of these resources:

Considering-+the-nter

SAC- 14 16 on the recommendatlons of the 801ent1ﬁc Advisory Commlttee ( SAC) to the Commission states
the following with respect to FADs: “Taking into account the importance of FAD recovery, the SAC
requests that the Commission clarify if vessels other than authorized purse seiners could carry out
this recovery and under what circumstances, and considers, should it be necessary, an update of
Resolution C-99-07 on FADs ",

Noting that the £ishesyactivity on fish-aggregating devices (FADs) has—¢ : p=th
1s one of the main ﬁshlng strategles 1n recent years, it is 1nmortant to estabhsh solutlons for F AD recovery

eastern Pac1ﬁc Ocean (EPO)

Concerned about 5 a=th 2 5
of non-biodegradable materials in the constructlon of FADs that could be found abandoned and drlftlng in
the EPO::

Recommends to the Parties and non-parties under whose jurisdiction vessels operate in the EPO that they:




1.

Reaffirm their commitment to prohibit the transshipment of tuna by purse-seine vessels fishing for tuna
in the EPO, unless such transshipment takes place in port;

Prohibit the use of tender vessels operating in support of vessels fishing on FADs in the EPO, without
prejudice to similar activities in other parts of the world;

Hstablish—a—Continue with the scientific working group to carry out comprehensive research, in
conjunction with the IATTC staff, to include, but not be limited to:

(a) The relationship between catches of bigeye and yellowfin tuna and the maximum depth of FADs;
(b) The effect of the use of baited FADs on catch rates and size composition of the catch of tunas;
(c) Estimates of the natural mortality of the various populations of tunas;

(d) The establishment of a maximum number of sets on floating objects which the tuna fishery in the
EPO can support;

(e) The catches of tunas and associated and dependent species in the fishery on floating objects
between 130°W and 150°W;

(f) The impact of permanent or temporary closure of areas to the use of FADs, especially in
combination with other regulatory measures being considered by the Commission;

(g) The feasibility of a program to place observers on purse-seine vessels ef-less—than-smaller than
Class 6 (466-< 363 shest=metric tons carrying capacity) and the appropriate level of observer
coverage necessary to obtain reliable scientific information.

To prevent drifting loss or stranding, CPCs may initiate recovery programs of drifting fsh-agerecatine
aevieesFADs through cooperative initiatives among fishing vessels operating in the Convention Area
or vessels implementing projects for the recovery of drifting FADs. Drifting Fish-aggresatine
dewieesFADs, once ressesedretrieved, shall be brought to port.

CPCs will encourage their shipowners to share their experiences and information on the development
of cooperation programs for the collection of FADs with other CPCs, the scientific staff of the CIAT
and the Ad Hoc Working Group that serve to develop similar programs.




