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Global Procellariiform Tracking Database

Albatross and petrel satellite tracking locations in the database in 2004
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Breeding & Non-breeding data

BREEDING
• Central-place foragers (esp. when chicks are young)
• Lasts 6-12 months per year

NON-BREEDING
• Less tied to breeding sites
• Variety of types of non-breeding 

(Non-breeding season, juveniles, non-breeders)
• All year
• Fewer non-breeding data



Breeding distribution of albatrosses 
and petrels
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BREEDING DISTRIBUTION



!(̂__̂

(

( (

( (

(

(

( (

( ( (

( ( (

( (

( (

(

(

(

(

Isla Espanola Isla de la Plata

90°W

80°W

10°S

0°

90
°W

80
°W

10°S

0°

Colonies
(% global popn)
tracked

_̂ 0 - 5%

_̂ 5 - 50%

_̂ 50 - 100%

no tracking data

!(̂_ 0 - 5%

!(̂_ 5 - 50%

!(̂_ 50 - 100%

UDs (Espanola)
50%
75%
95%
Range

RFMOs
IATTC
WCPFC

Longline effort
(millions of hooks)

( 1

( 1 - 5

( 5 - 10

( > 10

BREEDING:
Waved Albatross 

Data from Dave Anderson, Jill Awkerman, Wake Forest University



BREEDING:

Black-footed 
Albatross
(6%)

Laysan Albatross
95% of Isla de 
Guadalupe pop.
(1% overall)
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BREEDING:

Grey-headed 
Albatross, Chile 
(3%)
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Data from Graham Robertson, Australian Antarctic Division & Javier Arata, Universidad Austral de Chile

Black-browed 
Albatross, Chile 
(19%)



NON-BREEDING DISTRIBUTION
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Data from John Croxall, Janet Silk, British Antarctic Survey & Javier Arata, Universidad Austral de Chile

Black-browed Albatross, Chile (65%)
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Data from C.Robertson, Department of Conservation New Zealand, D. Nicholls, M.D. Murray

75% non-breeding distribution in EEZs
No data for Salvin’s or Buller’s Albatross

NON-BREEDING:



Antipodean 
Albatross
(60%)

Northern Royal 
Albatross
(3% overall)
56% Taiaroa 
head pop.

Data from C. Robertson, D. Nicholls, M.D. Murray, E.C. Butcher
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Black-footed Albatross (36%)
Black-footed Albatross tagged at sea.

Rob Suryan, Hatfield Marine Science Center. David Hyrenbach, Scripps, Ronald Dotson, NMFS.
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Laysan Albatross (?%)
Laysan Albatross tagged at sea

Rob Suryan, Hatfield Marine Science Center, Oregon State University
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Post-breeding distribution of Laysan (red) 
& Black-footed (yellow) Albatross

tracked from Hawaii
(Scott Shaffer, TOPP, In Press)



Summary of tracking data
SOUTH PACIFIC
• Waved Albatross
• Black-browed Albatross (Chile) esp. non-breeding
• Non-breeders from New Zealand

(Chatham, Salvin’s and Buller’s above 40°S) 
• Concentrated in EEZs but migrate across high seas

NORTH PACIFIC
• Important for Black-footed Albatross 

esp. non-breeders (also Laysan Albatross)
• Extensive use of high seas areas (mostly above 20°N)



RFMO Seabird Assessments:

IATTC Seabird Resolution ‘05 Seabird Assessment

ICCAT Seabird Resolution ‘02 Seabird Assessment

IOTC Seabird Resolution ‘05 Seabird Assessment

WCPFC Seabird Resolution ‘05 Mortality estimates

CCSBT Seabird Resolution ‘97 ?



• What next?
• Coordination with 

other RFMOs?

A few 
questions…




	Distribution of albatrosses in the IATTC Convention Area: results from the Global Procellariiform Tracking Database���BirdLife International
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Global Procellariiform Tracking Database
	Data contributors
	Slide Number 6
	Breeding & Non-breeding data
	Breeding distribution of albatrosses and petrels
	BREEDING DISTRIBUTION
	BREEDING:�Waved Albatross 
	BREEDING:��Black-footed Albatross�(6%)
	BREEDING:
	NON-BREEDING DISTRIBUTION
	NON-BREEDING:
	Chatham Albatross (54%)
	Antipodean Albatross�(60%)
	Black-footed Albatross (36%)
	Laysan Albatross (?%)
	Post-breeding distribution of Laysan (red) �& Black-footed (yellow) Albatross�tracked from Hawaii�(Scott Shaffer, TOPP, In Press)
	Summary of tracking data
	RFMO Seabird Assessments:
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23

