MINUTES OF THE 56th (SPECIAL) MEETING OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION

Panama City, Panama
October 3,1995

Agenda Item 1 - Opening of the meeting

The 56th Meeting of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) was called to order by the
Chairman, Lic. Nitzia R. de Villarreal, Minister of Commerce and Industry of Panama. She asked the
attendees (listed in Appendix 1) to introduce themselves. Representatives from all member governments of
the IATTC except Nicaragua were present.

Agenda Item 2 - Adoption of agenda

The provisional agenda was adopted unchanged (Appendix 2).

Agenda Item 3 - Review of the 1995 fishing year to date

Dr. Joseph reviewed the fishery in 1995 to date. The total capacity of vessels at sea in 1995 has been
slightly greater than in 1994 and markedly greater than in 1993. Water temperatures in the eastern Pacific
Ocean have returned to normal after several years of elevated values, and as a result the fishery in 1995 was
not dispersed as far away from the equator as in previous years. At last year’s meeting some representatives
had expressed concern about the decline in the catch per unit of effort, but in 1995 this was higher than in
either 1993 or 1994.

Turning to bigeye tuna, Dr. Joseph noted that in 1994 the surface fishery had taken 31,000 tons, and that
in 1995 to date the catch of this species was greater than that in the same period in 1994. Dr. Joseph noted the
need to continue monitoring these catches closely because of the potential conflict of interest with the longline

fishery.

Agenda Item 4 - Review of the International Dolphin Conservation Program to date

Dr. Joseph reviewed the history of dolphin mortality in the fishery, and the IATTC’s work in relation to
it. He noted that the 1999 goal of reducing the mortality to less than 5,000 animals had been achieved in the
first year of the program. Dr. Hall compared the recent mortality rates to estimates of population size and
reproductive rates, and described the IATTC staff’s involvement in efforts to understand and resolve the issue
of bycatch other than dolphins. ’

In response to a question, Dr. Hall noted that the mortality to date in 1995 was about 5% lower than in the
corresponding period in 1994, but cautioned against projecting this improvement forward for the whole year.

Agenda Item 5 - Other Business

The representatives of Ecuador announced their nation’s intention of rejoining the IATTC. The
representative of Mexico said that his country was also interested in rejoining.

Dr. Joseph advised the meeting of the difficulties arising from vessels changing flag and being for a while
simultaneously registered under both the old and the new flag. This raised problems of knowing which
country to notify of questions concerning the vessels.

Agenda Item 6 - Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
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Appendix 1

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION
COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL

56TH MEETING - 56* REUNION

Panama City, Panama —~ Ciudad de Panama, Panama

October 3-4, 1995 —- 3 y 4 de octubre de 1995
ATTENDEES -- ASISTENTES

MEMBER COUNTRIES — PAISES MIEMBROS

ALVARO MORENO GOMEZ
Comisionado

HERBERT NANNE
Asesor, Industria Atunera

ANDRE STELL
Consejero Comercial
Embajada de Francia

TAKAAKI SAKAMOTO
International Affairs Division
Oceanic Fisheries Department
Fisheries Agency of Japan

NITZIA R.de VILLARREAL
Ministra
Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias

JOSE A. TROYANO, Comisionado
Viceministro
Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias

RICARDO MARTANS GARCfA
Comisionado

JUAN.L. DE OBARRIO
ORLANDO KIVERS

DARIO LOPEZ

Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias

ARMANDO MARTINEZ VALDES
Comisionado

COSTA RICA

ODIN THAANUM
SARDIMAR, S.A.

HERMES NAVARRO VARGAS
JERRY TEN BRINK
Borda Azul, S.A.

FRANCE-FRANCIA

JAPAN-JAPON

PANAMA

SALLY J. CAMPEN
Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative
Associations

RICARDO ENRIQUE ICAZA
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DALVA AROSEMENA
NORAD
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MARIO GONZALEZ RECINOS
PRADEPESCA
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CHEN CHEN-HUI
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Shipping Management Services ~ :
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Palangre Fishing Co., S.A. StarKist Panama
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Commissioner DANA WILKES
. National Marine Fisheries Service
BRIAN HALLMAN '
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Department of State i StarKist Foods Inc.
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N. atlonal Oceamc and Atmospherlc Admlmstrahon

VANUATU
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Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores -




CLIFFORD BONILLA SMITH
Viceministro

Desarrollo Agricola y Pesquero
Ministerio de Agricultura

ALFONSO ARAUJO COTES
Embajador Extraordinario y
Plenipotenciario

Embajada de Colombia

MARTA LIGIA GONZALEZ LEON
Consejero
Embajada de Colombia

FERNANDO PEREIRA VELASQUEZ
Ministerio de Agricultura

CLARA GAVIRIA
Ministerio de Comercio Exterior
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Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura

GUSTAVO GONZALEZ CABAL

Subsecretario

LUIS TORRES NAVARRETE
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Director Ejecutivo

GUILLERMO MORAN VELAZQUEZ

Instituto Nacional de Pesca

Min. de Industrias, Comercio, Integracién y Pesca
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Viceministra
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Gold & Liebengood
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Supremos del Colfo y del Pacifico, S.A.de C. V.
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS - ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES

CARLOS MAZAL
OLDEPESCA

N ON-G OVERNM ENT AL ORGANIZATIONS -- ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERN AMENT ALES

KATHLEEN' O’CONNELL
Whale & Dolphm Conservatlon Soaety ‘
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"Humane Socxety International
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' Asociacién Empresarial Pesquera de América Latma

IATTC —- CIAT




INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION
COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL

COSTA RICA - FRANCE - JAPAN - NICARAGUA - PANAMA - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - VANUATU - VENEZUELA

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, La Jolla, CA 92037-1508, U.S.A.
Tel: (619) 546 7100 - Fax: (619) 546 7133 - Director: James Joseph, Ph. D.

FTS Tel: (700) 893 6100 - FTS Fax: (700) 893 6133
Appendix 2

56th MEETING (SPECIAL) OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMIS SION
October 3, 1995

Panamé City, Panama

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting

Adoption of agenda

Review of the 1995 fishing year to date

Review of the International Dolphin Conservation Program to date

Other business

o G D

Adjournment







