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AD HOC MEETING TO CONSIDER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 
FOR BIGEYE AND YELLOWFIN TUNA  

La Jolla, California (USA) 
5-6 February 2007 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 
1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Election of Chair 
3. Adoption of the agenda 
4. Review of catches of yellowfin tuna in 2006 
5. Conservation of tunas: 

 a. Future management options for bigeye  
 b. Future management options for yellowfin  

6. Other business 
7. Recommendations and resolutions  
8. Adjournment 

 
APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
2. Proposals by the United States and Mexico for scientific work by 

Commission staff 

The IATTC ad hoc meeting to consider management options for bigeye and yellowfin tuna was held in 
La Jolla, California (USA) on 5-6 February 2007.  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting   

The meeting was opened on 5 February 2007 by Dr. Robin Allen, Director of the IATTC. 

2. Election of the Chair  

Mr. David Hogan of the United States was elected chair of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda    

The agenda was adopted without modification.  However, Dr. Allen noted that before beginning the dis-
cussion of management options, the meeting needed to discuss the recent objections to the participation in 
meetings of the Commission and/or certain of its working groups by two non-governmental organiza-
tions.   The Commission’s rules of procedure require that any such objections be discussed at an executive 
session of the Commission.   

Japan had objected to the participation of the Sea Turtle Restoration Project (STRP), and Mexico had ob-
jected to the participation of the Earth Island Institute (EII). 
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Japan re-affirmed that its objection was based on the statements of the STRP following the 2nd meeting of 
the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), which the STRP attended as an ob-
server, and the fact that STRP has not corrected or clarified these statements and has not responded to the 
communication from the WCPFC Secretariat on this matter. Japan views those statements as erroneous, 
and therefore concludes that the STRP does not have a legitimate interest in the work of the Commission, 
as stipulated in the Commission’s rules of procedure. 

Mexico also re-affirmed its objection, based on its view that the activities of EII do not contribute to sus-
tainable fisheries and therefore that EII does not have a legitimate interest in the work of the Commission, 
as stipulated in the Commission’s rules of procedure.    

The meeting expressed its understanding of the concerns expressed by these two governments, and also 
noted the possibility that the conditions contributing to the  objections might change, which could in turn 
lead to a different situation in future regarding the participation of these two organizations in Commission 
meetings.   It was agreed that Dr. Allen should send, on behalf of the Commission, letters to the organiza-
tions explaining the situation. 

4. Review of the catches of yellowfin tuna in 2006 

Dr. Allen reviewed the situation with respect to the yellowfin fishery during 2006, drawing the attention 
of the meeting to Document AH-04, which contains a report on the decline in the catch of yellowfin tuna 
that was sent to CPCs at the end of 2006.   Dr. Allen concluded that there was likely not a single cause for 
the decline in catch, but rather a combination of several factors including catchability, low recruitment, 
and overfishing. 

Venezuela asked that the table in Document AH-04 be extended to include discards. 

5. Conservation of tunas: future management options for bigeye and yellowfin 

Dr. Allen opened the discussion of this item by reviewing Document AH-05, which was an analysis of 
management measures for tunas in the eastern Pacific Ocean.  The paper contained a summary of the 
management measures for yellowfin and bigeye tunas that the Commission has adopted since 1966, a 
summary of the results of the Workshop on Management Strategies held in October 2006, and a discus-
sion of management options that the Commission could consider for the future.  

This agenda item, which was the main focus of the meeting, generated wide-ranging and extensive dis-
cussion.  All of the management options noted in Document AH-05 were discussed, but there was no con-
sensus among the participants on the best management approach for the Commission to pursue at this 
time.  The meeting did, however, recommend, as elaborated under agenda item 7, that some scientific 
work be undertaken by IATTC staff for consideration by the Parties at the annual meeting of the Com-
mission in June 2007. 

Also, Mexico and the United States presented written proposals for some additional scientific work by 
Commission staff (Appendix 2). 

The meeting discussed and endorsed the research proposed at the 74th IATTC meeting to test the effec-
tiveness of sorting grids to allow small fish to escape from purse-seine nets. 

6. Other business 

The European Union suggested that the Parties, during the Commission meetings in June, should report 
on the implementation of their VMS systems to comply with Resolution C-04-06, and this idea was en-
dorsed by the meeting.   

7. Recommendations and resolutions 

The meeting recommended that Commission staff provide the following information and analysis for 
consideration by the Parties in June: 
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1) Work to refine critical areas for juvenile bigeye tuna and juvenile yellowfin tuna and consider the 
conservation value of closing these areas to purse-seine fishing for a period or year-round;  

2) produce estimates of total allowable catch (TAC);  

3) compile a list of the practical and administrative issues raised regarding potential use of national catch 
allocations or individual fishing quotas (IFQs) for vessels;  

4) estimate the conservation measures that would be necessary if the Commission implemented the  
Plan for regional management of fishing capacity1 and reduced the purse-seine fleet to the target 
capacity levels;  

5) investigate the impact of fishing effort on adult stocks of yellowfin tuna during recent years;  

6) summarize available information on the impacts of the use of FADs, describe areas where FADs 
should not be placed because of the probability of catching juvenile tunas, determine the increase in 
vulnerability of tunas since the introduction of the FAD fishery, and determine the number of FADs 
placed.  

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned on 6 February. 

Appendix 1. 
ATTENDEES  –  ASISTENTES 

COSTA RICA 

CARLOS VILLALOBOS 
INCOPESCA/Instituto Costarricense de Pesca 
cvillas@racsa.co.cr  

ASDRÚBAL VÁSQUEZ 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr  

 
BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 

Asesor Jurídico 
bchavarria@bufetel.com 

ECUADOR 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO  
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

 
RAMÓN SIERRA 

Cámara Ecuatoriana de Industriales y Procesadores 
Atuneros  
rjsierra@eurofishmanta.com  

EL SALVADOR 

MANUEL OLIVA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
moliva@maga.gob.sv  

SONIA SALAVERRÍA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
ssalaverría@mag.gob.sv 

 
CARLOS SÁNCHEZ 

Calvo Pesca – Grupo Calvo 
Carlos.sanchez@calvo.es  

                                                 
1 http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IATTC-73-EPO-Capacity-Plan.pdf 
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SPAIN – ESPAÑA 

MIGUEL A. BLASCO 
Secretaría General de Pesca Marítima 

   mblascom@mapya.es  
SAMUEL JUÁREZ 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación 
juarez@mapausa.org  

JAVIER ARÍZ 
Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

 
ESTANISLAO GARAVILLA 

OPAGAC 
JULIO MORÓN 

OPAGAC 
opagac@arrakis.es 

JON URIA 
OPAGAC 
 

GUATEMALA 

ERICK VILLAGRÁN 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
villagranerick@hotmail.com 

 
HUGO ALSINA 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
h_alsina@ufm.edu.gt 

JAPAN – JAPÓN  

KIYOSHI KATSUYAMA 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 

HIDEO INOMATA 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
hideo_inomata@nm.maff.go.jp   

 MASAMICHI MOTOYAMA 
National Ocean Tuna Fishery Association  
k-higaki@zengyoren.jp-net.ne.jp  
 

 
HIROAKI OKAMOTO 

National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries 
okamoto@affrc.go.jp 

YOSHITSUGU SHIKADA 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
yoshitsugu-shikada@nm.maff.go.jp 

TAKAAKI SUZUKI 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
takaaki_suzuki@nm.maff.go.jp 

KOREA - COREA 

KYU JIN SEOK  
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries  
icdmomaf@chil.com  

 
JEONG SOONYO  

Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Haha9944@momaf.go.kr  

 
MEXICO 

RAMÓN CORRAL 
Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
rcorrala@conapesca.gob.mx  

MARIO AGUILAR 
Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
mariogaguilars@aol.com 

CARLOS LUKEN 
Comision Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
pescasandiego@sbcglobal.net  

MIGUEL A. CISNEROS  
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
aoldaster@inp.sagarpa.gob.mx  

MICHEL DREYFUS  
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx 

GUILLERMO COMPEÁN 
FIDEMAR  
gacompean@hotmail.com  

 
LUÍS FLEISCHER 

Centro Regional de Investigación Pesquera 
Lfleischer21@hotmail.com 

FELIPE CHARAT 
Maricultura del Norte 

ANTONIO GUERRA 
Grupo Marítimo Industrial, S.A. de C.V. 
aguerra@grupomar.com  

CARLOS HUSSONG 
Pesca Brava 
hussongc@pescabrava.com  

ANTONIO SUAREZ 
Grupo Marítimo Industrial, S.A. de C.V. 
asuarez@grupomar.com 

PANAMA 

DAVID SILVA 
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
davidsilvat@yahoo.com 

 
ARNULFO FRANCO 

FIPESCA 
afranco@cwpanama.net 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

DAVID HOGAN 
Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 

ROBERT FLETCHER 
Sportfishing Association of California 
dart@sacemup.org 

PATRIC ROSE  
U.S. Commissioner 
pet.socal@yahoo.com 

RODNEY MCINNIS 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Rod.Mcinnis@noaa.gov 

OTHA EASLEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Otha.Easley@noaa.gov 

JUDSON FEDER  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Judson.Feder@noaa.gov 

 WILLIAM FOX  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
William.Fox@noaa.gov  

SUZANNE KOHIN  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Suzanne.Kohin@noaa.gov  

SHAUNA OH 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Shauna.oh@noaa.gov  

WILLIAM ROBINSON 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Bill.robinson@noaa.gov  

ALLISON ROUTT 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Allison.Routt@noaa.gov 

GARY SAKAGAWA 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Gary.Sakagawa@noaa.gov 

BRADLEY WILEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Services 
Brad.Wiley@noaa.gov 

MARIJA VOJKOVICH 
California Department of Fish and Game 
mvojkovich@dfa.ca.gov  

DAVID BURNEY 
United States Tuna Foundation 

TUNA3@ATT.NET 

 
 CHRISTOPHER DAHL 

Pacific Fishery Management Council 
Kit.dahl@noaa.gov  

AUGUST FELANDO  
Pacific Fishery Management Council 

DOUG FRICKE 
Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
fricked@techline.com  

MARCIA HAMILTON 
Western Pacific Fishery Management Council 
Marcia.Hamilton@noaa.gov  

DONALD HANSEN 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
don@danawharfsportfishing.com 

DONALD O. MCISAAC 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
mcisaac@noaa.gov 

PETER DILEVA 
Caribbean Fishing, Inc. 
cfipd@cs.com  

SVEIN FOUGNER 
Hawaii Longline Association 
sveinfougner@cox.net 

PAUL KRAMPE 
American Tuna Boat Association 
krampepaul@aol.com  

KEVIN MCCLAIN 
Chicken of the Sea International  
kmcclain@cosintl.com  

MICHAEL MCGOWAN 
Bumble Bee Seafoods, Inc. 
mcgowan@bumblebee.com  

RANDI THOMAS 
United States Tuna Foundation 
TunaRPThomas@aol.com 

JAMES COOK 
Pacific Ocean Products 
jim@pop-hawaii.com 

EDWARD VAN OS 
Van Os Oceanic Inc. 
vanosint@aol.com  

PIET HEIN VAN OS 
Van Os Oceanic Ltd 

VANUATU 

ROY MICKEY JOY 
Vanuatu Government 
joyroymickey@gmail.com 
 

 
CHRISTOPHE EMELEE  

Vanuatu Maritime Authority 
tunafishing@vanuatu.com.vu 

VENEZUELA 

ALVIN DELGADO 
PNOV/Fundatun 
fundatunpnov@cantv.net 

 
LILLO MANISCALCHI 

AVATUN 
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OBSERVERS – OBSERVADORES 

BELIZE – BELICE 

ANGELO MOUZOUROPOULOS 
International Merchant Marine Registry 
angelom@immarbe.com 

 
 

CANADA 

SYLVIE LAPOINTE 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada  
lapointesy@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

NATHALIE GIROUAND 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

 
TIM YOUNG 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

 

CHINESE TAIPEI   -   TAIPEI CHINO  

TED TIEN-HSIANG TSAI 
Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture  
ted@ms1.fa.gov.tw  

CHUNG-HAI KWOH 
Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture 
chunghai@fa.gov.tw  

 
BRYAN CHEN-CHUN YEN 

Oversea Fisheries Development Council 
bryanyen@ofdc.org.tw 

EUROPEAN UNION – UNIÓN EUROPEA 

STAFFAN EKWALL 
European Commission 
staffan.ekwall@cec.eu.int 

 
 

 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 

PETER FLOURNOY 
American Fishermen’s Research Foundation 
phf@packbell.net 

MEGHAN JEANS  
The Ocean Conservancy 

 
RUSSELL NELSON 

The Billfish Foundation 
drrsnnc@aol.co  

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES 

BERNARD  THOULAG 
Forum Fishery Agency  

SAMASONI SAUNI  
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency 
Samasoni.sauni@ffa.int 

 
 CAMERON DARREN 

Pacific Island Forum Fisheries Agency  
Cameron.darren@ffa.int  

STAFF - PERSONAL 

ROBIN ALLEN, Director 
rallen@iattc.org 

RICK DERISO 
rderiso@iattc.org   

ALEJANDRA FERREIRA 
aferreira@iattc.org 

MÓNICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 

 
MARTIN HALL 

mhall@iattc.org  
BRIAN HALLMAN 

bhallman@iattc.org 
MARK MAUNDER 

mmaunder@iattc.org   
NICHOLAS WEBB 

nwebb@iattc.org 
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Appendix 2. 

PROPOSAL A-1 

UNITED STATES 

CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR ANALYSIS  

The goals of this proposal are to: 

A. Control yellowfin total catch, 

B. Reduce mortality of small yellowfin tuna and bigeye tuna. 

Proposal: 

1. This proposal is applicable in 2008, 2009, and 2010 to all purse-seine vessels and large scale tuna 
longline vessels (LSTLVs) fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tunas. 

2. The area bounded by 90°W meridian, 120°W meridian, 6°N parallel and 10°S parallel shall be 
closed to all purse-seine fishing for tunas in the EPO for the duration of this proposal. 

3. A total allowable catch (TAC) for yellowfin tuna in the IATTC Convention Area shall be established 
at the recommendation of the Director. 

4. When 75% of the TAC of YFT catch is reached, the area(s) identified as small YFT tuna reserves 
shall be closed to all purse-seine fishing for tunas and YFT landings from outside the reserves will be 
limited to 15% of the total landings. 

5. Current control techniques for longline fishing will be continued and the catch levels will be 
reviewed in light of current stock assessments. 
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PROPOSAL A-2 

MEXICO 

MANAGEMENT MEASURE FOR THE TUNA STOCKS IN THE EPO 

Taking into account the research and recommendations of the IATTC on the increase in the yield per 
recruit when the fishing mortality of juvenile tunas diminishes, 

Considering that in the EPO the greatest catches of juveniles are made in unassociated schools or 
associated with floating objects, 

Taking into account that if the average size of the catch is increased and the mortality of juveniles reduced 
it is possible to increase the MSY, 

The following is proposed: 

That the scientific staff of the IATTC define an area(s) for yellowfin and bigeye tuna where fishing on 
floating objects and unassociated schools would be limited. 

That the sum of sets on unassociated schools and floating objects made by fleet in 2006 be calculated and 
that the scientific staff suggest a percentage of reduction of effort (sets) for 2007 with the aim of reducing 
the mortality of juveniles.  

When the fleet of a country reaches its set limit (based on the suggested reduction), they will no longer be 
allowed to use those fishing modes in that regulated area. Outside it any mode of fishing may be used in 
accordance with the previously-established recommendations and regulations. 

A similar scheme would be established for bigeye with an area that represents the same advantages of 
recuperation for this resource. 

This is applicable to the fleet with observers  

Implementing this by fleet-country, additionally prevents the race for tuna y interference with the existing 
measure of closures in summer or winter.  Summing the unassociated and floating-object sets and not 
considering them separately allows each fleet to operate normally and arguments about definitions of set 
types are avoided. 

It is also proposed that all vessels that fish on FADs mark (number) these devices and that they maintain a 
record of the number of FADs and beepers aboard at the beginning and end of the fishing trip, also that 
information be recorded on the position of the FAD at the time it is deployed in the water and if 
applicable when it is recovered.  In every possible case FADs will be recovered. 

Likewise it is proposed that the IATTC staff determine the incremental vulnerability that leaving FADs at 
sea implies and their impact on the yield per recruit, and if applicable recommend appropriate measures. 
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