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Terms of reference  
 
• Collect and compile information on FADs in the EPO, including but 

not limited to data collected by the IATTC and reports prepared by 
the scientific staff of the IATTC; 

• Review the FAD data collection requirements established in 
Resolution C-15-03 to assess the necessity for revision; 

• Compile information regarding developments in other tuna-RFMOs 
on FADs; 

• Compile information regarding developments on the latest 
scientific information on FADs, including information on non-
entangling FADs; and 

• Prepare a preliminary report for the SAC, including specific 
recommendations, as appropriate. 

 



Dates 

The meeting will be held in two 1-day sessions: 

15 May  
26 June  

A third session (to be defined between 27 June 
and 1 July) would be available whose utilization 
will be defined by the Group according to how 
the two first sessions have progressed. 



Agenda 

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Review of the intersessional activities of the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs 

4. Summary of the collection and compilation of information on FADs in the EPO; 
identification of information gaps 

5. Progress regarding the most recent scientific information on FADs, includng 
information on non-entangling FADs 

6. Review of the data-collection requirements established in Resolution C-15- 03; 
proposal for standard forms 

7. Progress regarding management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 
8. Identification of potential management measures for FADs: pros and cons 
9. Development of a Work Plan for the Group for the 2016-2017 period 

10. Research priorities 
11. Recommendations to the Commission 
12. Adjournment 
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3. Review of the intersessional activities of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs 

• Summary of the activities carried out by the Group 
since its creation.  

• Assessment of the functioning of the current 
electronic format of the Group and possible 
improvements. 



3. Review of the intersessional activities of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs 

5 discussion topics: 
• Functioning of the Working Group  
• Collection of information on FADs in the EPO  
• Review of the data collection requirements set out in 

Resolution C-15-03 
• Progress by other similar working groups on FAD 

management in other tRFMOs  
• Progress in scientific information on FADs  
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• Date of creation: September 2015 
• Participants:  64 
• “Active” participants: 23 
• Shared documents: 20 
• Entries in Base camp: 92 (3 participants - 50%) 



3. Review of the intersessional activities of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs 
• Date of creation: September 2015 
• Participants:  64 
• “Active” participants: 23 
• Shared documents: 20 
• Entries in Base camp: 92 (3 participants - 50%) 

Discussion Topic 1: Functioning of the Working Group 46
Discussion Topic 2: Col lection of information on FADs  in the EPO 2
Discussion Topic 3: Review of the data  col lection requirements  set out in Resolution C-15-03 3
Discussion Topic 4: Progress  by other s imi lar working groups  on FAD management in other tRFMOs 18
Discussion Topic 5: Progress  in scienti fi c information on FADs 8
Others 15



4. Summary of the collection and 
compilation of information on FADs in the 

EPO; identification of information gaps 

• Summary describing the type of information that is 
currently being collected on FADs in the EPO 

• Gaps in data collection related to the fishery on FADs  
• What additional information would be necessary; 

viable ways of obtaining it to improve the 
elaboration of management advice. 



5. Progress regarding the most recent scientific 
information on FADs, including information on 

non-entangling FADs 

What are the main gaps in scientific knowledge directly related to the 
management of FADs, including technological aspects related to 
improvements in the mitigation of bycatch. The topics is to be covered 
will also include, among others: a) description of the object; b) drift 
and utilization of the FAD; c) possible modifications to mitigate 
impact; d) recovery of FADs? 
 
• Gaps in data collection related to the fishery on FADs  
• What additional information would be necessary; viable ways of 

obtaining it to improve the elaboration of management advice. 
 

 



5. Progress regarding the most recent scientific 
information on FADs, including information on 

non-entangling FADs 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RELEVANT REFERENCES TO AID THE IATTC FAD 
WORKING GROUP (All references cited are available as PDFs at the 
following link):  https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-
Bibliography.htm 

https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Misc/IATTC-FAD-WG-Bibliography.htm


6- Review of the data collection requirements 
established in Resolution C-15-03; proposal for 

standard forms 
• Proposal for the FAD inventory and activity form that 

vessels should carry so that owners and operators 
maintain and notify the required information to the 
appropriate national authorities (in accordance with 
Resolution C-15-03). 

• Review the proposal and compare it to the current data 
collection system, identifying similarities and 
differences.  

• Agree a standard format to propose to the Commission 
for use by the fleet concerned as of 1 January 2017. 
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standard forms 



7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

• Summary of updated information on the results and 
progress of Working Groups on FADs in other RFMOs.  

• Evaluate such progress and its relevance to the work 
of the Group 

• Identification of future synergies if considered 
necessary. 



7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

 IATTC tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

  
Basecamp 

IATTC Res. C-15-03 -spa 
  

Section 5. Ad HocWorking Group on FADs 
1.An ad hoc Working Group on FADs is established. 
2.Multi-sectorial; expressions of interest to participate, no later than 1 Oct 2015. 
3.To the highest degree possible, the WG shall conduct its work electronically. 
4.Initial report at the 2017 SAC meeting. 
5.Terms of Reference (Annex III). 
6.Input from other similar WG on FAD (tRFMOs) 
7.2017 IATTC will review the progress and outcomes 
  
  

Annex III 
The objectives of the Working Group are: 

1.Collect and compile information on FADs in the EPO; 
2.Review the FAD data collection requirements established in Res C-15-03 to assess the 
necessity for revision; 
3.Compile information regarding developments in other tuna-RFMOs on FADs; 
4.Compile information regarding developments on the latest scientific information on 
FADs, including information on non-entangling FADs; and 
5.Prepare a preliminary report for the SAC, including specific recommendations, as 
appropriate. 

https://basecamp.com/3047912/projects/10563370


7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

ICCAT  tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

 Report 2015 meeting 
Report 2016 meeting 

ICCAT Rec. 14-03 
ICCAT Rec. 15-02 

  
1. Terms of Reference: 

a. Assess the use of FADs (number & types) and evaluate ways to improve 
the use of information related to FADs (stock assessments, effort estimate) 

b. Review the information provided by CPCs pursuant to the FAD related 
provisions in the relevant ICCAT CMMs; 

c. Assess the relative contribution of FADs to the overall fishing mortality; 
d. Assess the developments in FAD-related technology, notably with regard 

to: fishing mortality, marking and identification, ecological impact (non-
entangling & biodegradable). 

e. Identify management options, including the regulation of deployment 
limits and characteristics of FADs  

f. Identify and assess options for and timing of recovery of FADs in order to 
ensure a proper management of the marine environment. 

  

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2016_FADs_2nd_Final_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf


7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

 ICCAT tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

 Report 2015 meeting 
Report 2016 meeting 

ICCAT Rec. 14-03 
ICCAT Rec. 15-02 

  
 

2. First meeting in 2015. Second meeting in 2016 
3. Composed by scientists, fisheries managers, industry representatives and other 

interested stakeholders. 
4. Report on its work with a view to recommend the adoption of appropriate 

measures at the latest at the 2016 ICCAT Meeting. 
5. Chaired by the Chair of Panel 1 and the Chair of SCRS.  
6. open forum/dialogue.... Recommendations to the COM through sessions which 

should ensure a balanced presence and active participation of scientists and 
managers. 

7. The ICCAT Secretariat should work with the Secretariats of other tuna RFMOs... 
promote the cooperation... , including through the organization of a joint 
session in 2016 with the interested tuna RFMOs. 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2016_FADs_2nd_Final_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents%5CRecs%5Ccompendiopdf-e%5C2015-02-e.pdf


7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

 IOTC tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

IOTC Res. 15/09 
   

1.An ad hoc working group on FADs (Annex I), drifting and anchored, is created  
• to assess the consequences (number, technology) to inform and advise on future 

FAD-related management options.  
• multi-sectorial nature 
• findings in time for the 2017 IOTC Scientific Committee. 

2.Try to work in conjunction with the ICCAT FAD working group. 
  

Terms of Reference 
1.Objectives of the ad hoc working group on Fish Aggregating devices (FADs): 

• Collect and compile information; 
• Review the FAD data collection requirements established in Res 15-08 to assess 

the necessity for revision; 
• Assess the effect of FAD‟s density and spatial distribution; 
• Assess the developments in FAD-related technology : changes in catchability / 

marking and identification / ecological impact (non-entangling & biodegradable). 
• To evaluate ways to improve the use of information related to FADs in the process 

of stock assessment, particularly in the standardisation of catch per unit effort, 
and in ecological risk assessment for non-target species; 



7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

 IOTC tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

IOTC Res. 15/09 
   

• To evaluate ways to improve the use of information related to FADs in the 
process of stock assessment, particularly in the standardisation of catch per unit 
effort, and in ecological risk assessment for non-target species; 

• Through an active exchange of views, to identify management options, 
including the regulation of deployment limits and characteristics of FADs, and 
activities of support vessels; 

• To assess the consequences of these management options, in conjunction with 
other fleets fishing mortality components, on IOTC-managed species and on the 
pelagic ecosystems. 

2.All types of FADs, anchored or drifting, would be considered in the ad hoc WG. 
3.Special provisions be made for those countries in terms of compiling and 
assimilating the data .  
4.Use of meeting participation fund (MPF) .  
5.Confidentiality policy. 
6.Multi-sectorial nature 
7.Meet once a year; report on its work to the WPTT and WPEB annual sessions. 
8.The IOTC will review its progress and will decide on the necessity for its 
continuation. 



7- Progress with regard to the 
management of FADs in other tuna RFMOs 

 WCPFC tRFMO's Working Groups on FADs 

Report 2015 meeting 
 

•WCPFC11-2014-30 Rev1. Draft ToRs for a FAD Management Options WG 
At WCPFC10 in adopting CMM 2013-01 the Secretariat was tasked with preparing a 
report for consideration by the SC, TCC and Commission in 2014. As a response to this 
tasking, on 23 July 2014 the Secretariat sent out WCPFC Circular 2014/60, which 
provided a number of relevant papers and draft proposals, and proposed the 
establishment of a working group on FAD Management Options 
  
Objective 
To review the reference papers listed below, as well as other relevant information and 
advice from SC and TCC, and to recommend a way forward for the Commission on the 
following issues: 

a. Collection of additional data on FADs and their use in WCPO fisheries; 
b. FAD marking, and identification, and use of electronic signatures; 
c. FAD monitoring, tracking and control; 
d. FAD Management options; and 
e. Advise on options for FAD marking and monitoring for WCPO wide 
application. 
  



First Meeting of 
the ad hoc 

 Working Group 
on FADs.  

2nd session 

Primera Reunión 
del Grupo de 

Trabajo Ad hoc 
sobre plantados 

La Jolla, 26th June 2016 



Agenda 

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Review of the intersessional activities of the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs 

4. Summary of the collection and compilation of information on FADs in the EPO; 
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information on non-entangling FADs 

6. Review of the data-collection requirements established in Resolution C-15- 03; 
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9. Development of a Work Plan for the Group for the 2016-2017 period 

10. Research priorities 
11. Recommendations to the Commission 
12. Adjournment 
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