
BEST PRACTICES
HANDLING OF TURTLES ON BOARD POST-

RELEASE MORTALITY REDUCTION

28-30 April 2025

IATTC 2nd Turtle Bycatch Mitigation and Circle Hook 

Workshop



12 companies

80% supply chain for these species in the EU

4 OPPS ANECETEAM 

(Asociación Nacional de Empresas Comercializadoras y 

Transformadoras de Especies Altamente Migratorias)

90% of the catches

of the total EU longline fleet

160 VESSELS

95% of the european fleet

Fishing in the Atlantic, Pacific 

and Indian Ocean



SPANISH SWORDFISH (Xiphias gladius) FISHERY

At the present time: Main bait: Mackerel

American longline style



• Experimental trip 2007 (Mejuto et al., 2007): Three types of hooks 

and baits tested during 480 days  at sea in five zones of the North 

and South Atlantic Ocean, 430,299 total hooks-342 sets. 

The combined nominal data would suggest that, overall, a change in

hook does not appear to be the factor that contributes most to

reducing the incidental catch rates of turtles.

“ZONE” factor: variability CPUE all species

HOOK TYPE: significant billfishes species

BAIT TYPE: significant Shortfin mako, other sspecies, C. caretta

SQUID BAIT: increase external/internal hitch some turtles species

Same hooks+different baits/Different hooks+same bait: catch rates    

C. caretta, L. olivacea: bait

Areas selected : high interaction rates: Fishery practices ando 

treatmentof the incidental captures: same during comercial activities



2018 2022



Workshop

The FIP collaborates 

actively with Spanish 

Goverment to give 

continuity and 

reinfornce all the 

work that has been 

done in the last years

2024



On-board lifting systems adapted to the size of the turtle

Cutting poles for fishing line



Thanks for your attention


