IATTC 2nd Turtle Bycatch Mitigation and Circle Hook
Workshop

BEST PRACTICES

HANDLING OF TURTLES ON BOARD POST-
RELEASE MORTALITY REDUCTION

28-30 April 2025

Blue Shark Swordfish
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SPANISH SWORDFISH (Xiphias gladius) FISHERY
American longline style

a50m ~ 4/6 hooks |

DEPTHS

Depth max. 80/200 m

At the present time: Main bait: Mackerel
cf!.':,ﬁ LUES



« Experimental trip 2007 (Mejuto et al., 2007): Three types of hooks
and baits tested during 480 days at sea in five zones of the North

and South Atlantic Ocean, 430,299 total hooks-342 sets.

“ZONE” factor: variability CPUE all species

HOOK TYPE: significant billfishes species

BAIT TYPE: significant Shortfin mako, other sspecies, C. caretta

SQUID BAIT: increase external/internal hitch some turtles species
Same hooks+different baits/Different hooks+same bait: catch rates
C. caretta, L. olivacea: bait

Areas selected : high interaction rates: Fishery practices ando
treatmentof the incidental captures: same during comercial activities

The combined nominal data would suggest that, overall, a change in

hook does not appear to be the factor that contributes most to
reducing the incidental catch rates of turtles.
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2022 BEST PRACTICE PROTOCOL [ioiatmmiciattel FIP BLUES

IF A TURTLE IS NOTICED ON THE LINE
1

10 Stop the vessel or siow down if it is operationally safe
Stop the manoeuvre for hauling
M ho— ,‘ When the turtleis in the water determine whether it is necessary to fft it to the deck
29
L3
Safe handling and .
: B
release of marine turtles e e i
. HOIST it gently with dip net, etc
| I Pin down the turtle
BeSt praCtlce GU 'de Cut the line a;ntlv‘;em‘u possi’ble } ~(Dan't use a gaff or pull the hook to the side in order
to the mouth to approach and/or lift the turtle on board

Py
~Nan tirar 8o anzol para arrimar efou izala a boedo)

_—

3°  ASSESS THE CONDITION OF THE TURTLE BEFORE RELEASING IT
ASSESSMENT = REANIMATION &

Koep It o0 oasd 4-24 howr!

in the shade with Remicty
I Temperature 15-30°C

TN -

Using the de-haoker, rotate the hook slowly
to remove it.

Long line Fisheries in ICCAT waters
November 2022

it back into the sea

If the hook is inaccessible in the esophagus,

thé il It wntgled ﬂb':;l;ﬂy ot cut the line the closest to the hook

the line to release the

The captain will record in the DEA
all interactions

Atangled line con cause injury
leading fo gangrene and/or
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en route to longline fisheries sustainability




| aller de sensibilizacion
sobre captlurc Workshop

accidental dirigido The FIP collaborates
Evento actively with Spanish

al seclor pesquero Gratuito : |
overment to give
continuity and
reinfornce all the
work that has been
done in the last years

INFORMACION INSCRIPCION
‘ FIP BLUES Miércoles 3 de Abril de 10h andreudalmau@submon.org
Blue Shark Swordfish Puerto de Vigo,

Edificio El Carmen, Planta Baja
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On-board lifting systems adapted to the size of the turtle
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Cutting poles for fishing line
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Thanks for your attention
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