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The 48th Meeting of the International Review Panel was held in La Jolla, California (USA) on 29 October
2009. The attendees are listed in Appendix 1.

IRP-48 Minutes – Oct 2009

1

1. Opening of the meeting
Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), opened the
meeting, and requested nominations for Presider of the meeting.
2. Election of the Presider
Mr. Alvin Delgado, of Venezuela, was elected to preside over the meeting.
3. Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda was adopted with the addition of a new item 15, Trial sets for vessels with DMLs.
4. Approval of the minutes of the 47th meeting
The minutes of the 47th meeting of the Panel were approved without changes.
5. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) for 2009
The Secretariat summarized the situation with respect to the allocation, reallocation, and utilization of
DMLs in 2009 to date, contained in Document IRP-48-05. It was noted that no vessel had exceeded its
DML in 2009.
6. Review of vessels qualified to receive DMLs for 2010
The Secretariat reported that 90 vessels had requested DMLs for 2010, and all were qualified to receive a
DML, but only 84 of them had paid the required fee. Therefore, it was agreed that the six remaining
vessels would receive DMLs if they made their payments, with the 10% surcharge, by 15 December at the
latest, the same treatment as was given to vessels in the same situation the previous year.
Several delegations commented that it was not good practice to handle the matter of late payments by
DML vessels in an ad hoc manner, as is often done at AIDCP meetings, and that, if necessary, the
payment schedule should be adjusted to prevent this from recurring. Following considerable discussion,
it was decided to recommend to the Meeting of the Parties that the deadline for payment of vessel fees,
for both DML and non-DML vessels, should be December 15. The Panel asked the Secretariat to prepare
a proposal for the Meeting of the Parties that would accomplish this.
7. Resolving a vessel’s possible infractions before a change of flag
The United States reported that it is working on a draft resolution to address this issue. Due to the need to
resolve some pending legal questions, the delegation was not prepared to circulate a draft now, but would
do so either by correspondence or at the next meeting of the IRP.
8. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-48-08, Changes to the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains, which
updates the changes that have taken place between 8 October 2008 and 1 May 2009. It was observed that
during that period one captain was removed and nine were added.
Concern was expressed about the long time that sanctioning a captain can take, citing one case that took
five years. While the IRP acknowledged that it cannot influence the time taken by an internal legal
process in each country for applying sanctions, it stressed the importance of concluding investigations
without delay, especially in view of the provisions of Annex IV.III.4 of the AIDCP.
9. Review of observer data
The Secretariat presented the data reported by observers of the On-Board Observer Program relating to
possible infractions received and processed by the Secretariat since the Panel’s previous meeting. The
Panel discussed those cases that were not automatically referred to the pertinent Parties, and forwarded
those that indicated possible infractions of the AIDCP to the responsible government for investigation and
possible sanction.
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At this meeting, two cases of interference with the observer’s work were reviewed. The Panel decided to
refer both cases to the corresponding Party for it to carry out the respective investigation.
10. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:
a. Actions taken since the report at 47th meeting
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-48-10a, Responses to six types of possible infractions identified
during the 45th and 46th meetings, together with the record of responses since the beginning of the
program. It was noted that during that period there were two cases of observer harassment, one of which
had been sanctioned and the other was under investigation. Also, five cases of night sets were reviewed,
which are under investigation.
b. Status review of special cases
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-47-10b, Summary of pending special cases monitored by the
IRP, in which the status of the cases classified as special is updated. After reviewing the cases, the Panel
decided as follows:
1. Cases 39-01, 46-01 and 47-01 would be removed from the list, because the Parties sent
communications to the Secretariat reporting that they had taken actions.
2. Regarding case 45-02, it was agreed to send to the Party a letter requesting clarification of the
case of attempted bribery, not included in the correspondence received.
3. Regarding cases 38-01 and 43-02, the Parties sent communications indicating that these are under
investigation.
The meeting agreed that in reporting on the results of investigations, the Parties should provide more
detail if possible, especially regarding information on the nature of any sanctions imposed. The meeting
also concurred that it would be good practice for the investigating Party to interview the observer when
investigating a case of observer interference. The European Union (EU) offered to draft a resolution on
this matter for consideration by the Meeting of the Parties.
11. Use of rafts in dolphin rescue
The Secretariat noted that at the previous meeting it had presented Document IRP-47-11, Use of rafts in
dolphin rescue, and that there was a discussion on what measures and materials would be appropriate for
considering a rescue raft as in suitable condition. It presented a proposal for amending the respective
paragraph of the AIDCP, as well as guidelines for regulating the types of rafts. The Panel decided to
forward the document to the Meeting of the Parties for its consideration and approval.
12. Effect of Resolution A-02-03 on a pattern of infractions
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-48-12, which describes the effects of the resolution. Venezuela
noted that the document shows that the fishermen’s performance has improved considerably, as has
compliance with the provisions of the APICD. Several delegations commented that this resolution has
obviously been successful, and that perhaps it was not necessary to review it annually. The Panel agreed
to recommend to the Parties that they consider suspending the annual review of the resolution for the next
several years.
13. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking
The chair of this working group, Ing. Luis Torres, presented his report of its 27 th meeting. He indicated
that it had discussed the possibility of extending the 10-day deadline for providing Tuna Tracking Forms
(TTFs) to the Secretariat at the conclusion of a fishing trip, but it was agreed to keep the 10-day deadline.
He also noted that the dolphin safe certificates issued during the reporting period complied with
established regulations.
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14. Report of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna
Certification System
Dr. Luis Fleischer, Chair of the meeting, presented his report. He noted that the group endorsed the plan
prepared by the Secretariat for promoting the dolphin safe label. he also noted that the meeting
supported the idea of recommending to the EU that it consider the use of TTFs, amended if necessary, in
order to bring them into line with the import documentation requirements of EU regulations promulgated
to combat IUU fishing. In this way, the AIDCP certification could provide the basis for exporting to the
EU by complying with its new regulations.
15. Trial sets for vessels with DMLs
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-48-15, which proposes that the costs of these trial sets be borne
by vessel owners in future. The Panel decided to send the proposal to the Meeting of the Parties for its
consideration and final approval.
16. Other business
No other business was presented.
17. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties
The Panel made the following recommendations:
1. That the Secretariat prepare a proposal for the Parties on a December 15 deadline for payment of
fees by vessels.
2. That the Meeting of the Parties approve the proposals on trial sets and on the requirements for the
operation of rafts (Appendices 2 and 3).
3. That Parties be more explicit in their responses about actions taken regarding cases referred to
them as possible infractions of the AIDCP, and that they take into account the observers’
testimony in their investigations regarding observer harassment.
4. That the Parties consider Document DSP-14-04 on actions for promoting AIDCP dolphin safe
tuna.
5. That the EU consider the use of TTFs for meeting the import documentation requirements of EU
regulations promulgated to combat IUU fishing.
6. That the annual review of Resolution A-02-03 be suspended for the next several years.
18. Place and date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Panel will be held in Guatemala in September 2010.
19. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. on 29 October.
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Appendix 1.
ATTENDEES – ASISTENTES
COLOMBIA
CARLOS ROBLES
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural
carlos.robles@minagricultura.gov.co
ARMANDO HERNÁNDEZ
ICA / Programa Nacional de Observadores
dirpescalimpia@cable.net.coco

ALEJANDRO LONDOŇO
Asociación Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia
alondono@andi.com.co

COSTA RICA
LUÍS DOBLES
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura
ludora@ice.co.cr
ASDRÚBAL VÁZQUEZ
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
vazquez1@ice.co.cr

JOSÉ CARVAJAL
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura
carva77@gmil.com
ANTONIO PORRAS
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura
porrasantonio1@yahoo.com

ECUADOR
HUGO VERA
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros
hugo.vera@pesca.gov.ec
LUÍS TORRES
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros
luistorres@pesca.gov.ec
LUIGI BENINCASA
ATUNEC
info@atunec.com.ec

CARLOS CEVALLOS
United Corporation
carlos@unitedcorp.net
FABRIZIO PALADINES
INDUATUN
paladinesfabrizio@hotmail.com

EL SALVADOR
SONIA SALAVERRÍA
CENDEPESCA
ssalaverria@mag.gob.sv

EUROPEAN UNION - UNIÓN EUROPEA
STAFFAN EKWALL
European Commission
staffan.ekwall@ec.europa.eu
SANTIAGO NECHES
Embajada de España en Washington
neches@mapausa.org

JAVIER ARÍZ
Instituto Español de Oceanografía
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es

GUATEMALA
MANUEL IXQUIAC
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
manuelixquiac@yahoo.com
BRYSLIE CIFUENTES
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
brysliec@hotmail.com

HUGO ALSINA
Ministerio de Agricultura,Ganadería y Alimentación
hugo@alsina-et-al.org

MÉXICO
LUÍS FLEISCHER
Centro Regional de Investigación Pesquera
lfleischer21@yahoo.com
MICHEL DREYFUS
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca
dreyfus@cicese.mx

HUMBERTO ROBLES
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca
hrobles@cicese.mx
ERNESTO ESCOBAR
Pesca Azteca, S.A.
eescobar@pescaazteca.com

NICARAGUA
RODOLFO SÁNCHEZ
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura
rsanchez@inapesca.gob.ni

JULIO C. GUEVARA
INATUN
cpesca@gfextun.com
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PANAMA-PANAMÁ
ORLANDO BERNAL
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá
obernal@arap.gob.pa
MARÍA PATRICIA DÍAZ
Fundación Internacional de Pesca
latintuna@yahoo.com

ARNULFO FRANCO
Fundación Internacional de Pesca
arnulfol.franco@gmail.com
DAVID SILVA
Fundación Internacional de Pesca
davidsilvat@yahoo.com

PERÚ
GLADYS CÁRDENAS
Instituto del Mar del Perú
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA
DAVID HOGAN
U.S. Department of State
hogandf@state.gov
CRAIG D’ANGELO
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
craig.d’angelo@noaa.gov
JUDSON FEDER
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
judson.feder@noaa.gov
RINI GHOSH
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
rini.ghosh@noaa.gov
HEIDI HERMSMEYER
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
heidi.hermsmeyer@noaa.gov
WILLIAM JACOBSON
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov

PAUL ORTIZ
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov
JEREMY RUSIN
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov
MARTINA SAGAPOLU
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
martina.sagapolu@noaa.gov
BRADLEY WILEY
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
brad.wiley@noaa.gov
SARAH WILKIN
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
sarah.wilkin@noaa.gov
MICHELLE ZETWO
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
michelle.zetwo@noaa.gov

VENEZUELA
ALVIN DELGADO
PNOV/FUNDATUN
fundatunpnov@cantv.net

NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS - ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES
CRISTOBEL BLOCK
The Humane Society of U.S.
kblock@hsus.org

REBECCA REGNERY
Humane Society International
rregnery@hsus.org

TUNA INDUSTRY – INDUSTRIA ATUNERA
LILLO MANISCALCHI
Avatun
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com

RAFAEL TRUJILLO
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com

SECRETARIAT - SECRETARÍA
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director
gcompean@iattc.org
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO
ealtamirano@iattc.org
RICARDO BELMONTES
rbelmontes@iattc.org
DAVID BRATTEN
dbratten@iattc.org
MÓNICA GALVÁN
mgalvan@iattc.org

BRIAN HALLMAN
bhallman@iattc.org
CYNTHIA SACCO
csacco@iattc.org
ENRIQUE UREÑA
eureña@iattc.org
ROBERTO URIARTE
ruriarte@iattc.org
NICHOLAS WEBB
nwebb@iattc.org
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Appendix 2.

1.

GUIDELINES ON RAFTS FOR THE OBSERVATION AND RESCUE OF DOLPHINS
(APPENDIX VIII.2.C.)
Material: The raft should be made of durable commercial-grade material which can be rigidly
inflated, is puncture-resistant, and is capable of withstanding deck and net abrasions.

2.

Dimensions and capacity: minimum overall length 2.5m, minimum overall beam 1.30m, payload
capacity 300 kg or 3 persons.

3.

Vessels should carry the equipment necessary for repairing the raft.

Appendix 3.
REQUIREMENTS FOR TRIAL SETS FOR VESSELS WITH DMLs
1. Conditions for trial sets
Vessels with DMLs shall conduct a trial set if any of the following conditions apply:
1. The vessel is new.
2. The vessel is not new, but has been allocated a DML for the first time.
3. The vessel did not have a DML during the previous calendar year.
4. The vessel’s net is new.
5. The vessel’s net has undergone alteration or repair that could require the safety panel to be re-aligned.
6. The safety panel has been completely replaced.
7. IDCP observers reported on two or more consecutive trips that there were frequent net canopies
and/or excess corkline in the backdown area.
8. The vessel has never conducted a trial set with the participation of qualified technicians from the
IATTC or the national program.
2. Costs and scheduling of trial sets
The cost of travel and lodging for trial set technicians shall be paid by the vessel owner, either directly, or
by reimbursing the corresponding program (IATTC or national) for any such costs.
In order to minimize the expenses of conducting trial sets incurred by the IATTC and national programs,
trial sets for several vessels should be scheduled simultaneously over a period of one or more days during
a closure of the purse-seine fishery.
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