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1. Opening of the meeting
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC), at 9:30 a.m. on 23 October 2012. The list of attendees is attached as Appendix 1.
2. Election of Chairman
Mr. Alvin Delgado, of Venezuela, was elected Chair of the meeting.
3. Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda was adopted without changes. It was agreed that a report by the Secretariat, on
the implementation of the memorandum of cooperation on mutual recognition of observers approved by
the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and the IATTC, would be considered
under item 8 of the agenda, Other business.
4. Approval of the minutes of the 25th Meeting of the Parties
The minutes of the 25th Meeting of the Parties were approved without changes.
5. Secretariat’s report on the IDCP
Dr. Martín Hall, of the IATTC staff, presented Document MOP-26-05. He noted that this was a report
that complemented information already presented at the Meeting of the Parties in June 2012. In 2011 ob-
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servers of the IATTC and national programs sampled 746 trips by vessels covered by the AIDCP (carrying capacity greater than 363 metric tons), and that during the year they recorded a total mortality of 986
dolphins in between 10 and 11 thousand sets on marine mammals, which represents a downward trend
compared to previous years.
It was noted that mortalities of the various species of dolphins affected by the fishery had fallen to levels
that range from less than 0.01% to 0.06% of the estimated population sizes, i.e. far below the risk threshold beyond which these populations might be affected; for example, the mortality of northeastern spotted
dolphins would be sustainable even if it were almost 50 times greater than it currently is.
During the discussion, it was stressed that only in the eastern Pacific Ocean had this kind of measures for
protecting dolphin populations been taken, with a reduction in mortality that is not seen in any other fishery in the world in which incidental mortality has been observed. Mexico requested that these notable
results in reducing dolphin mortality be made known in other fora.
The United States noted that it did not question the merit of these results, but that it should be recognized
that there are unobserved mortalities of dolphins in the fishery, which should be considered and studied.
Mexico said that there is no scientific proof that such mortalities occur, but that, if they did, they should
be analyzed in the framework of the AIDCP.
6. AIDCP budget
The Secretariat noted that the funds available from the 2012 budget are almost exhausted, and the contributions received for 2013 would have to be used to continue operating the observer program for the rest
of this year. The cumulative deficit since 2002 has reached a total of over US$ 700,000.
Mexico noted that the practice of financing this year’s spending with the following year’s contributions is
unsound. He reiterated that the IATTC should make a greater contribution to the AIDCP budget.
After extensive discussions, it was agreed that all vessels, active and inactive, would make an exceptional
contribution, for 2013 only, of US$ 1.00 per cubic meter (m3) of well volume, with the commitment by
the Parties that at their meeting in 2013 the budget would be reengineered with the objective of limiting
costs to the funds available.
Colombia said it would not oppose the consensus on this decision, but that it approved it ad referendum.
The one-time contribution of US$ 1/m3 must be paid by 1 December 2012 at the latest, together with the
regular assessment for 2013.
7. Report of the International Review Panel
Mr. William Jacobson, Presider of the 52nd meeting of the IRP, presented his report (Appendix 2), indicating that the Panel had the following recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties:
1. Approve the allocation of the DMLs to the 90 vessels that requested them for 2013.
2. Maintain the current three special cases until the next meeting of the Panel in order to determine
what progress had been made. Case 51-02 would be maintained in order to allow time for the
missing forms to be found, even though it had already been determined that neither the vessel
owner nor the vessel captain were responsible for the forms being mislaid.
3. Consider the recommendation by the Working Group on Tuna Tracking and Verification that the
IRP review as special cases the actions taken by Parties regarding cases of presumably falsified
Tuna Tracking Forms.
4. Review the cases in which a vessel left port without an observer because no observer was assigned
promptly.
5. Consider the following recommendations by the Working Group on Promoting and Publicizing the
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AIDCP Dolphin safe label:
a) Ask FAO to include on its website a link to information about the AIDCP, and that the Secretariat prepare a report on the AIDCP and its dolphin safe label for review by the Parties and for
distribution, as appropriate, at the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI).
b) Develop a strategy for publicizing the AIDCP at the principal international fisheries fairs.
c) Call on the Parties, the industry, and environmental NGOs to make contributions to facilitate
publicizing the AIDCP.
8. Other business
1. Progress in the implementation of the WCPFC-IATTC memorandum of cooperation on mutual
recognition of observers approved by both Commissions. Dr. Compeán introduced Document
MOP-26-08a, and reported that an observer training course had been held in Kiribati in August 2012,
to train WCPFC observers to work aboard vessels operating in both the IATTC and WCPFC areas of
competence. To date three vessels have used observers under this cooperation scheme.
2. Proposal for resolution on “ecosystem-friendly” certification. Mexico introduced a draft resolution on an “ecosystem-friendly” certification system (Appendix 3). He noted that it had been announced at the meeting of the Working Group on Promoting and Publicizing the AIDCP Dolphin safe
label; comments had been requested, but so far there had been none.
The European Union welcomed the proposal, but said he was not in a position to approve it, since he
would need to consult trade experts in Brussels, after which he would submit specific comments.
United States noted that it had several concerns about the proposal, which had to be clarified before
introducing such a system. For example, how would the IATTC and AIDCP jointly determine the objectives for this process, the scientific basis on which it would be developed, the precise definition of
the term “ecosystem-friendly”, and the budget for implementing the system, among others.
Ecuador expressed concern about the possible limitations that this proposal could represent for trade,
and stated that it would submit specific comments. Colombia highlighted elements that were of concern, such as the application of the ecosystem approach in the proposal, which addresses more than
the protection of dolphins, the management of other fishing gears, the financing of the scheme, and
how vessels that did not carry observers would be dealt with.
Venezuela supported the proposal, stating that it is one more tool for supporting the marketing of
product that is caught sustainably.
Mexico requested comments in writing from the delegations, in order to advance with changes to the
proposal that would enable its adoption at the next Meeting of the Parties. He asked the Secretariat to
calculate the costs of the system.
9. Date and place of the next meeting
It was agreed that the next Meeting of the Parties will be held in June 2013.
10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. on 23 October 2012.
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Appendix 1.
ASISTENTES – ATTENDEES
COLOMBIA
HEIDI BOTERO
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
Heidi.botero@cancilleria.gov.com
JULIÁN BOTERO
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca
director.aunap@gmail.com
VLADIMIR PUENTES
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca
vpuentesaunap@gmail.com

CARLOS A. ROBLES
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural
carlos.robles@minagrucultura.gov.co
JUAN CALDAS
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial
jcaldas@minambiente.gov.co
ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA
Programa Nacional de Observadores de Colombia
edelavega@pescalimpia.org

COSTA RICA
LUIS DOBLES
INCOPESCA
rperez@incopesca.go.cr
ASBRUDAL VASQUEZ
Ministrio de Agricultura y Ganadería
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr

BERNAL CHAVARRÍA
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com

ECUADOR
GUILLERMO MORÁN
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca
guillermo.moran@pesca.gob.ec
LUÍS TORRES
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros
luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec
RAFAEL TRUJILLO
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería
direcjec@camaradepesqueria.com
CARLOS GÓMEZ
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería
cgomez@ecutel.net

LUIGI BENINCASA
ATUNEC
atunec@manta.ecua.net.ec
CARLOS CEVALLOS
EMPROPESCA, S.A.
Cevallos.c@gmail.com
JAIME HOLGUIN
Nirsa, S. A.
presidencia@nirsa.com

EL SALVADOR
ANA M. GALDAMEZ
CENDEPESCA
marlenebio@yahoo.com

OSCAR ALVAREZ
Calvo Pesca, S.A.
gustavo.alvarez@calvo.es

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
RODNEY MCINNIS
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
rod.Mcinnis@noaa.gov
WILLIAM JACOBSON
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
Bill.jacobson@noaa.gov
WILLIAM FOX
U.S. Commissioner
bill.fox@wwfus.org
PAUL ORTIZ
NOAA/Office of General Counsel
Paul.ortiz@noaa.gov
JEREMY RUSIN
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov
MARTINA SAGAPOLU
NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce
Martina.sagapolu@noaa.gov

DANIEL STUDT
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
Daniel.studt@noaa.gov
RACHEL WADSWORTH
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
rachael.wadscorth@noaa.gov
BRADLEY WILEY
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
brad.wiley@noaa.gov
SARA WILKIN
NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce
sara.wilkin@noaa.gov
MICHAEL TILLMAN
U.S. Delegation
mftillman@mac.com
GUILLERMO GOMEZ
Gomez-Hall Associates
gomezhall@gmail.com
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GUATEMALA
CARLOS MARIN
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
Cfmarin1058@gmail.com
BRYSLIE CIFUENTES
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
Brysliec@hotmail.com

HUGO ALSINA
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
hugo.alsina@maga.gob.gt
RAUL MENDOZA
Maya Pesca, S.A.
gestion@mayapesca.com

MÉXICO
MARIO AGUILAR
CONAPESCA
mariogaguilars@aol.com
MICHEL DREYFUS
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca
dreyfus@cicese.mx

LUÍS FLEISCHER
Centro Regional de Investigación Pesquera
lfleischer21@yahoo.com
MARK ROBERTSON
Potomac Global Advisors Llc
mrobertson@potomacglobal.com

NICARAGUA
JULIO GUEVARA
INATUN
juliocgp@gmail.com
ARMANDO SEGURA
Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua
capenic@ibw.com.ni

MIGUEL MARENCO
NICOTUN
nseawolf@turbonett.com.ni
BERNARDO FERNANDEZ
INATUN - Asesor.

PANAMÁ
RAÚL DELGADO
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa

PERÚ
GLADYS CÁRDENAS
Instituto del Mar del Perú
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe

UNIÓN EUROPEA - EUROPEAN UNION
ROBERTO CESARI
European Commission
roberto.cesari@ec.europa.eu
MARIA S. MOSET MARTINEZ
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino
smosetma@magrama.es
JAVIER ARÍZ
Instituto Español de Oceanografia
Javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es

JULIO MORÓN
OPAGAC
opagac@arrakis.es
IMANOL LOINAZ
Albacora S.A.
iloinaz@albacora.es

VENEZUELA
ALVIN DELGADO
PNOV/FUNDATUN
adelgadopnov@cantv.net

LILLO MANISCALCHI
Avatun
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com

OBSERVERS
ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES - NON –GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
CRISTOBEL BLOCK
The Humane Society of the U.S.
kblock@hsus.org

SECRETARÍA - SECRETARIAT
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director
gcompean@iattc.org
MARISOL AGUILAR

JEFF MORGAN
jmorgan@iattc.org
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS
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maguilar@iattc.org
RICARDO BELMONTES
rblemontes@iattc.org
MÓNICA GALVÁN
mgalvan@iattc.org
MARTIN HALL
mhall@iattc.org
TERESA MUSANO
tmusano@iattc.org

jpulvenis@iattc.org
ENRIQUE UREŇA
eurena@iattc.org
NORA ROA-WADE
nwade@iattc.org
NICHOLAS WEBB
nwebb@iattc.org
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Appendix 2.

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL

52ND MEETING
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)
22 OCTOBER 2012

PRESIDER’S REPORT
The 52nd meeting of the International Review Panel was held in La Jolla, California (USA), on 22 October
2012.
1. Opening of the meeting
The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC)
2. Election of the Presider
Mr. William Jacobson, of the United States, was elected to chair the meeting.
3. Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda was adopted, with items 7 and 8 transposed.
4. Approval of the minutes of the 51st meeting
The minutes of the 51st meeting of the Panel were approved without changes.
5. a. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) for 2012
The Secretariat summarized the situation regarding the allocation, reallocation, and utilization of Dolphin
Mortality Limits (DMLs) in 2012, described in Document IRP-52-05a. It was pointed out that, as of 3
October 2012, no vessel had exceeded its allocated DML for 2012, and the 7,650 sets on dolphins had
resulted in a mortality of 739 dolphins.
b. DMLs for 2013
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-52-05b on the DMLs requested for 2013. All 90 vessels that
requested DMLs were qualified to receive one. The European Union stated it was not appropriate for a
vessel on the IATTC List of vessels involved in illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing to be
granted a DML.
6. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-52-06, Changes to the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains, which
updates the changes that occurred between 22 May and 4 October 2012. During that period, three captains were added, and none reinstated or removed.
7. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP
a. Actions taken since the report at the 51st meeting
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-52-08a, Responses to six types of possible infractions identified
during the 51st meeting. There were two cases of observer harassment, both of which the respective gov-
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ernments reported was under investigation.
b. Status review of special cases
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-52-08b, Summary of pending special cases monitored by the
IRP, in which three cases were reported.
CASE 51-01. The vessel, which had a DML, made a set on tunas associated with dolphins even though it
did not have a dolphin safety panel in its net. The Secretariat reported this case to the respective Party on
21 August 2012; as of 17 October, no response had been received.
Panama stated that it sent a letter to the Secretariat on 21 October and that this case is under investigation.
CASE 51-02. The observer, from an observer program recognized by the AIDCP, did not send all the
data required by the Agreement. The Party sent a letter to the Secretariat on 26 June 2012, in which it
indicated that the failure to send the forms was not the fault of the vessel owner or operator, and offered
to send the documentation of the trip that might be useful to the IATTC. The Party sent another letter on
12 October stating that it did not identify an infraction by the vessel owner or the vessel captain.
The Panel agreed that this case would be maintained as a special case until the Party in question determined whether the missing forms could be found. It decided that there was no infraction by the vessel
owner or the vessel captain. The United States clarified that it had finished its investigation.
CASE 51-03.
The observer reported an attempt to bribe him in order to falsify data during the closure of the high-seas
area in the eastern Pacific Ocean established by IATTC Resolution C-12-01. The Party was informed of
this case on 21 August 2012; as of 17 October no response had been received.
Colombia indicated that it would send a response regarding this case, which is under investigation.
The Secretariat asked what action should be taken regarding special cases that had been under investigation for two years. The European Union urged the Parties to respond to such cases.
8. Review of observer data
The Secretariat presented the data reported by observers of the On-Board Observer Program relating to
possible infractions received and processed by the Secretariat since the Panel’s previous meeting. The
Panel discussed those cases that were not automatically referred to the pertinent Parties, and forwarded
those that indicated possible infractions of the AIDCP to the responsible government for investigation and
possible sanction.
The following cases, identified by the corresponding trip number, were discussed:
2012491 and 2012497. Fishing without an observer. Both vessels left port to fish without an observer
aboard. In both cases, the observers were transported out to these vessels the following day. The Panel
decided to forward each case to the Party in question for investigation.
2012351. Interference with the observer's work. The observer was prevented from accessing the bridge
to carry out his work. The captain commented that the observer was asked not to be on the bridge all day,
but that he was allowed access. The Panel decided to forward the case to the Party in question for investigation.
2012435. Interference with the observer's work. The observer reported physical and verbal aggression,
and that he was pushed by the captain during a set. It was noted that the observer’s comment should be
made on the appropriate form in order to give the fishing captain a chance to respond. The Panel decided
to forward the case to the Party in question for investigation.
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9. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking
Mr. Luis Torres, of Ecuador, who chaired the meeting of the working group, presented his report. The
working group recommended to the Panel that it monitor cases of presumably falsified Tuna Tracking
Forms (TTFs).
10. Report of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System
The report was presented by Mr. Bernal Chavarría, of Costa Rica, chairman of the group. He indicated
that Mexico made a financial contribution and supported the activities of the group, and the Parties, the
industry, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were encouraged to make contributions as well.
Mexico presented a pamphlet for promoting the AIDCP for comments by the group. It was proposed that
activities for publicizing the AIDCP should be carried out within the framework of the FAO and that a
participation strategy should be developed. Mexico also presented a draft resolution on an “ecosystem-friendly” certification system. It was decided that this topic would be reviewed at the Meeting
of the Parties.
11. Other business
There was no other business.
12. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties
The Panel agreed on the following recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties:
1. Approve the allocation of the DMLs to the 90 vessels that requested them for 2013.
2. Maintain the current three special cases until the next meeting of the Panel in order to determine
what progress had been made. Case 51-02 would be maintained in order to allow time for the
missing forms to be found, even though it had already been determined that neither the vessel
owner nor the vessel captain were responsible for the forms being mislaid.
3. Consider the recommendation of the working group on tuna tracking and verification that the IRP
review as special cases the actions taken by Parties regarding cases of presumably falsified TTFs.
4. Review the cases in which a vessel left port without an observer because no observer was assigned
promptly.
5. Consider the following recommendations of the working group on promoting and publicizing the
AIDCP Dolphin safe label:
a) Ask FAO to include on its website a link to information about the AIDCP, and that the Secretariat prepare a report on the AIDCP and its dolphin safe label for review by the Parties and for
distribution, as appropriate, at the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI).
b) Develop a strategy for publicizing the AIDCP at the principal international fisheries fairs.
c) Call on the Parties, the industry, and environmental NGOs to make contributions to facilitate
publicizing the AIDCP.
13. Place and date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Panel will be held in June 2013, on the occasion of the meetings of the AIDCP.
14. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm on 22 October 2012.
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Appendix 3.

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM

26TH MEETING OF THE PARTIES
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)
22 OCTOBER 2012

DRAFT RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION ON THE “ECOSYSTEM-FRIENDLY” CERTIFICATION
SYSTEM
The Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program:
Reiterating their commitment to promoting the goals and objectives of the AIDCP, through the effective
application of the Agreement;
Convinced that there are other elements for protecting the ecosystem that develop in the purse-seine tuna
fishery beyond the protection of dolphins;
Interested in publicizing and informing the public and consumers about those elements for protecting the
ecosystem;
Considering that it is necessary that other elements for conserving tunas be taken into account for a certification system, such as the proper application of the tuna closures in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO);
Agree:
1. To develop a certification system denominated "ecosystem friendly" in a first stage, in which only
those tuna fisheries in which vessels with Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) shall be eligible to receive certification.
2. The certification system would be developed working jointly with the IATTC.
3. The following elements shall be requirements for certification:
a) Tuna would not be certified unless the IATTC has a resolution in force, based on a scientific recommendation, for the conservation and management of yellowfin and bigeye tunas.
b) Only tuna tracked by the current AIDCP tracking and verification certification system would be
eligible for certification.
c) Only tuna caught by vessels with an observer on board would be eligible for certification.
d) Tuna would be certified only if it complied with the criterion that it was not captured in contravention of an IATTC resolution on the conservation of yellowfin and bigeye tunas.
e) The fishing captain aboard the vessel is included in the AIDCP list of qualified captains.
4. The certification and tracking system would be applied and administered in a manner similar to the
current AIDCP dolphin safe and tracking and verification systems, but would be operated independently of those systems.
5. The IATTC Secretariat would be responsible for verifying the validity of the certificates.
6. The Parties shall ask the Secretariat to develop a logo that identifies this certification system and will
review it during the 26th Meeting of the Parties.
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7. The Secretariat shall develop a certificate format and once approved by the Parties, shall print it with
numbered forms and distribute them to the Parties that request them.
8. The Parties shall designate the national authorities that may sign that certification.
9. The system would enter into force after the 24th Meeting of the Parties, once they have decided on
matters of a practical nature related to this system.
10. In the future a second stage of this certification system would be developed which would involve
more complicated considerations associated with IATTC conservation and management measures.
The second stage shall be subject to the results arising from this first stage with regard to the operativily of the system.
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